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VEDA AND VEDIC 



A D D .R E S.)S 


TO THE 

P R.O' P-R I jE TORS 

OF THE 

East India Stock. 

T HE laflEle&ion of the India Direc- 
tors drew many unjuft attacks on my 
character; and it is probable, I may* 
be cenfured by ,fome, for having fuffered 
fuch reports as‘ Jvere fpread againft me dur- 
ing the conteft to have remained fo long 
unanfwered ; but knowing, that even the 
authors of them a could not themfelves be^ 
lievc them; and confcious to mjfelf, that 
every part of my conduct, in the great fhare I j 
’had in the manag/ment of/<rie Company’s afi 
fairs, would bearlthe nyrft rigid f-rutiny, and 
tlie more known be'the moxe^apyroved ; I held 

them 
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them in too much contempt- to 'merit' 'ftriy tfn- 
fwidr: { But as I find the urtjuft attack on 'my' 
chiraftcr has been followed by an attack on 1 
mtf fortune, and infinuattous throWfl out to 1 
juftify there proceedings/ very injurious to myi. 
honour,' 1 reluftantljvfubmit to vindicate- mjv 
fclf, and mtift rely ifpon’ the candour of the 
Proprietors, not to impute it to oflentatious : 
vahityV 5 if in fpeaking of myfclf I do aver, that * 
I 'founded all my actions in their -fcrvicc on' 

honourable motives.’ • r J - v 

To iftatc this clearly,- I am "obliged’ to go' 
Hck 1 to 1 that period ivhcn r commerce Hvas the* 


Company’s foie objeft. The'firft principle on* 
which 0 the * Company’s ' fetdemerits **ivfcr6 -’erfa- 
bfiilie^ was intircly copimcrdal’.- The’Mogul • 
governm'ent had, .during the long and wile ad~'^ 
miruftration ‘ of Aurcngsebe, taken ' fuch deep - 
roof,' that' the many nations wh ich ' "form ed J tlfe ” 
unpi?e 'orfhdblTan were lubjugatctf t6 t fie Ate- i 
*ul J inVfrious forms; ’{ome'-of them tributary d 
;hd hereditary^ \ijid -others^ govefned^by'Na- 1 
aObsy^or 1 Viceroys, N^irider ■'me iriimediftte ap-y 
poinfme tit b -Emp^ ;ors . jj /ieirr'jHr 
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Such was the ftate of the empire when the 
Enghlh fetttled in Indy , and* in the reign of 
FurrucUecr, they obtained phirmunds, or^ 
royal grants, for eftabliftung themfehes in 
Bengal, Madrafs, and Surat, with privilege of 
trading dutyfree, and a, grant of a' certain 
diftritt of land to fettfe Upon, and liberty to 
fortify and govern themfelves by their own 
laws But as the Englifh fw no violence to 
be apprehended from a people who had a juft 
idea of commerce, and a gov emment at that 
time well admimftered, they built with very 
little view of defence, and carried on their trade 
free from opprefiion. a l ( 

The governors of the diftant province:. difco- 
Venng the xveahnefs to which the power of the 
Emperor was reduced by the invafion of^Nadir ^ 
Shah, were no longer reftnuned bvfear, each af- f 
fumed and exercifcd fovereign authority over his 
province, and looked on his government as an« 
heritage to Ins fimil, . Scarce any more of ^he 
annual fums, before, paid by them to the Mo 
gul, were fent to/court ,ydnd, to,- maintain 
themfehes m their fov efeign ty, .they levied 
forces far bevond v 1 ^ti£vj?rd-/an, revenues 
B 2 would 
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would maintain From hence^ opprefilons be-- 
came jieceflar), and, ^in their turn, the Fu- 
ropeanswere opprefied, not only in their trade, 
but large fums extorted from them by, Vio- 
lence. Monf. Dupleix, the Go\ emor of Poti^ 
thcherrj* was the firll who took the alarm, and 
was the firft who <1 if covered the fuperionty of 
European difcipline, and from hence was led 
into the idea of acquiring a territorial fovereign 
ty m India 

It is probable, he at firll extended his views 
no farther than a diflrift round Pondicherry , 
but when once engaged in 7 the politics of thp 
country, his fucceffes fo far furpaffed his ex- 
pectation, and opened fuch a fccne of power 


to him, that he difdained the narrow limits he^ 
might at firll prefcribc to lumfclf ; and no 
doubt but they were enlarged, not only to- 7 
die conqueft of the Carnatic, but to the cx- 
arpabon of all other European nations, and ev tn 
:o the reduction of the whole Mogul empire. 


and to make it a dependant Hate on the crown 
af France W ’*S \, 


{The Engbfh behefy his J rogrefs with afto 
nlhmcnt, to a&ion, till 

thev 
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thej found themfdvcs on the point of being 
fw allowed up b> the French power. Forced 
to it, they v\ ith rclu£tairte, in 1750, undertook, 
the fupport of Mahomed All} againft Chunda 
Slihcb, under whole name the French earned 
ctf their ambitious proie&s. . 

It is not my intention {to enter into a mi- 
nute detail of that long war, maintained on 
our fide againft a conftant fupenont) of num- 
bers, at the expence of the lives of .many 
thoufands of brave men, and at the nfqucof 
near n million ftcrling of the Companj ’s pro- 
perty, I (hall only obferve, that from our 
fUcccflcs, the Nabob’s fituation was fp different 
at the end of the }car 1753, from what it was 
in 1750, at which time the finglc city of 
Trichinbpoly was the qply part of his do- 
minions that remained unconqucred by the 
French, that in 1753 he had recovered, and 
was mailer of, almoil the whole Carnatic, and 
at that tunc the French refourpes feemed nearly 
ctfhaufted. 

The French Company, elate I at the fuc- 
cefs which attended Ijlonf Duplcix m the com- 
mencement of the w V, at ’(kit faintty approv cd 
B 3 «• his 
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bis meafures, but the oppofition ot the other 
jEuropean powers, the unforefeen events of 
war, and the deviating fo witMy from their 
natural objeft of commerce, rendering the 
event very uncertain, there was nothing could 
■fix then faith in the re&itude of thofc m£v- 
fu es, but fuccefTes>| that might attend them, 
and a happy period to the war, which Monf 
Dupleix promifed them in every letter But, 
mftead of thefe fucccfles, they faw the coun 
tries, of which they expe&ed the revenues 
would be their reward, in the hands of their 
enemies, and their flock exhaulhng in «the 
fupport of an \ircertain war, which ruined 
their trade, and the manufactories of the coun- 
tr), from which they had before reaped advan 
tages fuitable to their^eftabhfliment 

The war appeared m the fame light to the 
JEnghih Company, and therefore both agreed 
on a neutrality for the Camatic, till means 
fliould be found to put an end to that and all 
future wars by negociations at home But as 
) it regarded the. Camatic On I), it did not check 
the progrefs of the FrenchWms tr^ the Decan, 
the SoubahVQf \\ hich]had c/ded to them Mafiu- 
lipatan. 
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Hpatan, nod four provinces, which yielded them 
♦c.r-'m , 'j., im 1 xtu 

a revenue of 4.00,000 /. fieri tng a year. JNordtd 

*0 r* (1 /a mil Ul .* v/i n e ,v 

there appear f any check to their progreis in 
tlpr coum^f^tlie French gave law, ’ by tKcir 
influence over the Souhah 5 , to a country 1 aV £x- 
tenfiv e and populous is France ; and by a f pnf- 
•'fjent management r faf whit they had fo acquired, 
or bydncrcafe of dominfonf it\vag ih their power 
even then to have laid a foundation u on which M. 
Dupleix’s great ideas of conqueft might have 
tiecn realized. And althb* the French Company 
themfclveb ihoiildluve chosen to adhere to their 

y t i i | ( -* 

commercial interefts, Duplcix’s projects ful ted 
too v ell with that fpint 6f conqueft which 
prevails in the Fiench court, to be neglcdled*; 
and j upon the breaking out of the 1 ' war it r is^ 
reafonitle ’ to conclude, from the forces dent 
out^ under f * General Li l tj, that they adopted 
“them in their utmoft extent. Our fitrlcmtnts 
v\crc but a fecondary objedt , their forces IwfeVc 
lo formidable^ ^that they, w ith great prdbabi- 
lity^irmgmed them a trifling obfiicle, (which 
fufmoumeciytapL Cdminn and rhe Ganges 
might have been boundaries of their dt>- 
xmmojis'? 1 The ipijited efforts 1 of Mr. Pocock 
“ r ' t? 4 ‘ ■ 11 i Jtouia 

t fix qii - T 
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could cot prevent there landing their army ; 
St. -Davids fell , no obftacle but Fort St. 1 
George remained to the accc/Lnpj,i{hment of 
their farther conquers. H^re they met with 
a refinance fintable to the importance of the 
objeCt, and I am perfuaded, that Meflrs 
gott, Laurence, Draper, and many other gen- 
tlemen of thegarnfon, would have been buried 
tinder its rums, fooner than hate furrendered 
the place. 

The liege was raifed, their army reduced, 
and misfortunes prefled them on every fide. 

Prior to the fiege of Madrafs, they had loft 
all their fettlements in Bengal four hundred. 
Europeans, fent under Col Ford into the De- 
can, by the great fuccefs of that gallant officer, 
put a period to their expectations m that 
couhtr) The reduction of Mafuhpatan, the 
lout? northern provinces, and the making all the 
French army there pnfoners, grcatl) contri* 
bufcd to our fuccefs at Fort St George, as at 
diverted great part of the French forces, who 
Nothcrwife would have bcerx called to the fiege 
of Madrafs, and deprived t\em of fupphes of 
money and ^irovifions. Aijd final!) , as Col. 

Ford's 
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lord's cxpcditibn obliged rbc French toTebd 
from the' coaft 500 men for the relief of Mafu- 
lipatan, oftiiffim scr/Tcw returned to Fondi- 
c£crr),/hc Ftcnch were reduced to aft upon 
the cklfbnfive only, and ncrc'great’y diftrciM 
_^Sr money and pros iftons, which FortSf. George 
was plentifully fupplied, with from Bengal. Un» 
der thefe circumftances the fall of, Pondicherry 
clofed the feene of all their glorj , and left them 
not a foot of land m India. _ 

Thus hate I traced, from Its commencement, 
the pTOgrefs and Mile of a war, begun on prin- 
ciples of French ambition, but happily ter- 
minated by the greateft efforts of valour and 
good condudt on the part of the Englifli. X 
flatter myfelf, that every Proprietor mu ft re- 
ceive infinite pleafure in the reflection, that! 
they will foon reap the benefit of thefe great, 
and glorious fuccefles, now fecurcd to them by, 
the Xlth article of the definitive trcit/. 
though there are tome geographical errors, 
fnch as making the Soubah of Bengal’s, domi-w 
mons 1 extend^ near 200 miles more than, thcy x 
do,^to 1 Yanam, and making that place ^ the 
northern inflea f dof the foUuhcm par ^ of tlic coaft 

of 
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lawful Soubah of the Decan, and Mahon^djAlly 
Gawn lawful Nabob of the Cagjatic, had bet- 
ter have been omitted for feveral ro/ms, and 
may be produdtiveof difputes hereafter between 
the two Companies jet, upon the whole, Sl^e 
article is 'Vet) advantageous to the Eaft Indvv 
Company. < 

As my oppofition originally arofe from the 
defedls m the Preliminary Articles, (lfl w hich 
the inteieft of the Eaft India Company ap 
feared to me to be much expofed) it affords 
me a v ery particular plcafurc to think that I 
have been any ways tnflru mental to the amend 
mcnt,[of that article, relativ e. to theCompam. 
Of the part I a died m it, Mr. Wood ;him r elf 
borepefhmony m the. general court and tl o' 
it had but little weight* at that time, yet I jer- 
fuade mjfelf, that when the voice of chmour 
ccafes, rj?a/,hkc ever} other part of m\ condudt 
towards the Cotjipan}, vvilj be found f to havv 
fprung from the warmeft zeal for ( thep honour 
ysnd jntereft % ^ ^ 

As to mjfelf*, I can with truth affirm, that 
the principal motive that induced me to offer 
K y mjftlf 
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■rnyfelf a candidate for the India Direction, was 
tkeintereft &f the Caft' India CompagyVantl 
my KsSonklfss efpayfing 1 tVic ' caufc "of ' Mr. 
Rous, v'ofif from a conviction of his integrity. 
Connery 1 J to my expectation, 1 'my opponents^ 
jibe very ; men who had fo often concurred in 
giving me the moft public teftimonies of ‘their 
fenfe of my fervices, were the men that oppofed 
mj Coming into the Direction. 1 Better verfed 
in fuch bufinefs than rnyfelf, they prevailed in 
this difputc, and every TpecieS of calumny was 
made ufe ; of that malice could invent '; 1 and 
thp* fir ft' ftep my opponents took, 'after the 
.election, was to "order their fervants abroad ro 
ftop the rents of jny eftate in the ‘ Eaftln&es, 
which they themfelves had regulkrly paid me 
for feveral yfears, without objection.' ' Thdr 
motiv es for taking fuch a ftep at fuch a time 
are too obvious to be infilled upon. 7 1 

Anonymous letters in the public papers were 
the channel my enemies cho^e for taofe ~di£ 
honourable reflections, which no: one amongft 
them would have > dared to jure fct thrir 
names to, r 
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I have collected , 1 from the heap of 3 bfurdi- 
ties publifhed on that occafion in the Gazet- 
teer of the 1 2th of April, iyG^fSS^follotving 
articles. 1 1 

jft. That I had refuted to anfwer certanyiti- 
quiries refpc&ing the diftribution of the Na^-v^ 
bob’s treafure. t ‘ "* 1 

sdly. That.I had done injuftice to the rela- 
tions of the unhappy fufferers in the Black 
Hole, by with-holding from them the turns 
flipulatcd by treaty for their indemnification. 

3dly. That having depoted the Nabob, I 
entered the treafury, and diflnbuted the wealth 1 ' 
according to the pleafure of thofe intruded 
with 'the Company’s authority,’ leaving the r 
Nabob dcfhtute, and necefliratcd to borrow ^ 
money of the Company for his neceffary ex - 1 * 
pences ; by all which the Company may hfere-' 
after become refponfiblc to the Mogul. * " ' 

4thly. That no fervant of the Company 0 1 
lhall remit money home but by their cafh} ^ 
which order 1 broke through, by remitting ~ 4 J 
large fums by the Dutch cafh. 1 1 1 

Jthly. That I was guilty of ^ breach 1 of m 
truft, by fupplying a Portugucfe Chip," bouh& U ^ 

from 
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from Bengal to Lifbon, with goods and ‘money,' 
to the grejji£e 51 ment^f the Company. 1 i ^ 

' fithh/That I have no right to an annual 
revenue of 27,000 1. a, year, given mfeTby* the 
^Nabob, ]\vjiich. v muft be fupported and main-; 
tained at the Company’s expence. - if r' 1 

The fir ft of thefe articles docs not explain 
what the inquiries were I had refufed to an* ‘ 
(her; I therefore do not clearly underftand 
what the tendency of fuch inquiries were. 1 If 
they had any relation to the monies received 
from the Nabob by the Company, the treaties 
entered into with the Nabob by the Admirals 
Watlbn and Pocock, the President of Fort 
William and myfclf, in confequence of which V 
the Company received near n million and an 
half ftcrling, will account for that proportion 
to which the Company can lay any claim . j This/* 
howe\cr does„not Teem to be the -matter al- 
luded to, but , fomething rcfpe&ing myfclf, 
or. the forrune I acquired in the Compa- ’ 
ny’s fervice. It is well known, that I was not 
in England- at the time, the general co crowns 
held relating to the diftribution of the Nabob’s? 

treafure, 
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rreafure, and could not poflibly g ive anf an- f 
fwer to inquiries on that fubj eCTpv, \t,if there n 
was any foundation for fuch inquiries/Vhe Di- 
rectors were wanting in thciriduty' to the Com- 
pany, in not making thcm'after my returnV- 
and it will appear, that the Directors/ under 
their own hands, approved of the donations 
bellowed by the Nabob on individuals -for 
their fervices. But howevCr, as the negleCt of 
the Directors, if that xxas the' cafe, in not * 
calling me to account, can by no means fanc- 
tify my aCtions, it is neccflary, that I g'ive > 
the belt fatisfaCtion I am able relative to this 
matter. n ' i m nob J ,m 

(I ,uas appointed, by the gentlemen of FortjSt, n* 
George, commander lb chief of the^ troops fent . 
fo[ the Recovery of the Company’s , fettlcments * 
in t BengaI,[ on board the rflect commanded by ni 
J4n\i r i' Wntfon , -Clr 

ges^ we found the unhappy remains of J a once p 
flouriftiing colony on f board a few merchants [ 
lhips.fin that river. We landed, drove the 
enemy from Fore William, and put the Com- 
pany's * Governor and r Council "in l^>ofieSibnC 

w 1 
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The Nabob i then 'came down with an army i of ^ 
fixty or {zvpfkfthou fand men, and a heavy train 1 
of artillery, -flufhed by his late fucceffes againft > 
therE^JglUh. The King’s and Company’s forces,"' 
^dnfifting of * a battalion of 450 men, a bntta-‘j 
lion of Seap6ys,fand a body of failors from the 
fquadron, attached the Nabob in*' his camp, '' 
and 'defeated him. We? then made a treaty 
with him, by 'which he engaged to reftore all ?1 
the effects he had taken. 'In confequence of- 
which, the Governor and Council recovered in' J 
gooefs and money to a large amount. ‘ 

‘War being ‘ declared againft France, '-^ve^ 
rook Chandernagore ; and having convinc- n 
ing' proofs/ 'that the Nabob’s firm intention 
was to extirpate * the Enghfh, as foon ' aslthe^ 
troops and fquadron left the river, we -entered?* 
into an alliance with Mevr Jaffier Ally Ca\vn, n * 
. a general 1 ’officer 'in the Nabob’s-YervicCpfand A. 
near 'relation to the Nabob;' and* according 1 ^ 
ly ! 'aitreaty *“■ was concluded between 'tis^the^ 1 
-*t - b «Lju ’ ^chief^ 

-noj t* ijj !>' v n I 1 * if 310*3 u\ \\imzn 
* ATeopjr of which ma v'Jje f«cn_ ic-,*W 
No. * , 
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chief objedt of which was, on the part of 
our ally, a full fatisfjrfricn-K^the Company 
and all the inhabitants, for the loflc^thcy had 
fuflained by the capture of Fort Willia^j, and 
other factories which the Nabob had p?H»v^ 
dered, with grants of lands and privileges ; 
and, on the Company’s part, to place and flip- 
port him in the government of the three pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. 

Every thing being agreed on between Mecr 
Jafiier and the fccret committee, wcjnarched 
the army to meet the Nabob, whom we intirc- 
ly defeated. His death followed foon after, 
and Mcer JafKcr was, in a few da) s, in pof- 
fefiion of the government, and a revenue of 
three millions and a jialf flerling per annum. 

The one half of the fecret committee being 
then prefent at the capital, and a report made 
by the Nabob’s minifters of the (late of the 
treaiury, it was lettfed’, tdat nntY ole »fim i&- 
pulated by treaty fhould be paid in three 
months, 2nd the other half in three ) can, all 
conditionally, that we fupported him in the go- 
vernment. 


The 



[ 1 ? ] 


The Nabob then, agreeable ^to" the known 
and ufual cuftom of eaflern printed 'made prc- 
fentsr/ bnth^tboic ofliis Own coorr/.^b^p 
foch of ’Englifh, who by their want and 
abi}j£<3 had been lriflrumental in the happy 
fiiccefs of fo hazardous an enterprise, fuirablc 
to the rank and dignity, of a great prince. I 
was one amongft the many who benefited by 
his favour : I never fought to conceal it, but 
declared publicly, in my letters to the fccrct 
committee of the India Directors, that the Na- 
bob’s generofity had made my fortune eafy, 
and* that thfc Company’s welfare was now my 
only motive for flaying in India. What in- 
jufticc was this to the Company : They could 
expert no more than what was flipulatcd in the 
treaty. Or what injun£t»pn was I under to rc- 
fufe a prefent from him who had the power 
fo make me one/ as the reward of honourable 
fervices ? I know of none. I had furely my- 


felf a particular claim, by having de\ oted my- 
Telf to the Company’s military fervice, and 
neglected' all commercial advantages. What 
reafon then can be given, or, what pretence 
could the Company have to expe<fh that I* 
C after 
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after having rifqued rhy life fo often in theif 
•fer Vice, -fhould ’deny 'ni'yfelf the only honourable 
opportunity that evet^^ScTSSv^ncquiring a 
fortune, ‘ without prejudice to them/\dib, r ‘ It is 
f eV ; ideht,°Vould 'nor " have 'had J more my 
liavinghad lefs. ‘When the' Compa'ny^b&cTh^ 
quired a million and an half ftej-lingj and are- 
■vertuVof near' 100,000 1:’ per annum' from' the 
Tuccels of 'their forces-undef' my 'command ; 
T^heh ample teftotationhad been /made to thofe 
whole- fortunes fuffered by the ’calamity of Cal-‘ 
cutta ; and - when' individuals- had/ - in corife- 
quence of that fuccefs,' acquired' large’ ’eftstes; 
\vKat would the world : have 'faid, rI had I come 
home, - and refted upon’ the ^ generality of the 
'prefent Court of Directors ? ipi t.!r 
'•'S It is well known to every gentleman - in “Ben- 
gal; that the honour of my countrypand 5 the « 
ant'ereft' of the Company were ' the ^principles 
that governed all my aflions'r arid th'at'ha3’ r I 
only taken the advantageous opportunities 1 that 
.prefented themfelves, by my .being commander 
'in chief, and -at -the head of ’a oils' ar- 
my/- -and what -by 'the ’cufto'm of- 'that country 
'I was 1 inti tied • to,- the Jaghire'itfclf, "great- hS ! -it 


5Vi S.ouW* have rbcen an-jobje&yfcarce ^vorth 
tnv coiifidcratio^^r-^a, ^ ' 5 .rw-yp 
/, ‘'The, cHf^pf. Maxadavad-is -as extcnfiye,..po- 
pu"lous^'aod.^icli r as the, city' of London ; with 


.than any in jihe laft. cify» c Thefe, as. well as 
every other f< man of , property, nv&de me the 
greateft offers, , (which nc\ erthelefe are UJfual 
upon fuch pccafions , , and .what jhej^expefted 
would have .becn.Tequired) ; and had I accepted 
thefe offers, ll might have been in poffcffion of 
millions, ..which) the prefent Court of Directors 
could not have- difpoffeffed me ,of. 'But-pre- 
ferring the reputation .of* th$ : Englifh nation, 
thcnntcreff n of ( thc Nabob, and -the advantage 
of the Company, - to all ‘pecuniary confidera- 
t tiops, I -Lrcfufed all offers that were made .me, 
]not only theiv but to the laft hour of mycqn- 
jtinimncc -jin. the ’Company’s fen ice in Bengal, • 
-•.and ; do*<challenge friend or enemy ^to bring 
.one finglejqdance of, my being influenced by 
•jnterefted motives to the Company’s difadvan- 
jtage, or jo do any aft ,that could reflect dif- 
v honout to my country or the Company, in any 
C 2 one 
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one action of my adtniniflration, either as Go- 
vernor or comimndmg^^££=- v . 1 1 

I little expected ever to havenhd my con- 
duit impeached, or to have received iuch 
treatment from the Court of Direitors, especi- 
ally after the many public and honourable tef- 
timonies of approbation I had received in the 
orders and 'letters mentioned in the Appen- 
dix, No. 3< 

I am not oftentatious, hut upon this occafion 
am forced to deviate from myfelf, and with 
great reluctance expofe thefe pubKc teftimo- 
nies of my conduit, in contrail to the difhp- 
nourable motives which hat e induced my ene- 
mies to impeach it. 

As to the 2d article, accufing me with in- 
juftice towards the ‘relations of the unhappy 
’fufTerers in the Black Hole, whoever will be- 
at the pains to inquire/ will learn that 625,000 /. 

■ was the fum afiigned to make good the 1 Ioffes- 
fuftained by the Europeans ; that the money 
was fent down to the ^Governor and Council 
at Calcutta, and by them depoiited in the Com- 
pany’s treafiiry, who gave orders to their trea- 
furer to iflue it out as demanded to the fecretary 

ap- 
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-appointed by the 24 commiffionCrs,chofen by the 
inhabitants themfdycs_to adjuft their refpc&ive 
claims ; and that none of it everpaffed through 
my hasyis. They will further learn, that the fum 
aliened did not, only fufiice to pay the princi- 
pal of fuch Ioffes, but for a dividend of 22 per 
cent, lor intereft, befidcs s a fum fufficient far 
another fuch dividend, which has been detained 
for the Company’s ufe by orders to their fer- 
\ants abroad. It is very poflible, that ( thfc 
heirs of fome of the unfortunate fufferers in 
.Xht Black Hole may rot have been able to 
obtain their right, for want of attorrues to ap- 
ply to the commiflioners for that right. If 
there be any fuch demands, I ihould imagine 
they may ftill have juflice done them out of 
the remaining treaty money, now in poffeflion 
jo f the Company. But to fheiv in what a light 
jhe fufferers themfelves regarded my conduct, 
I take the liberty to iofert a paragraph, ex- 
traded from a better figned by almoft all the 
inhabitants of Calcutta, which will fhevv the 
.{Proprietors their fentiments of my condud on 
.^hatfubjed. ^ ' 

- - * jC 3 f* Honoured 
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*•« p /‘'Honoured Sir,^ * "i hir ; i r i ' r > ha 
• V « The inhabitants of thU^ttlcmcntp truly 
« fcnfible of the benefits they hove received 
“’from your, generous afliftance, in obtaining 
‘‘‘them reftitution for the hc 5 Vy»laTTcs iuB’ey 
)< l fuftfmtd in tbc'mifetahk. entaftrophe of June 
,(5)1 756, and for jour, great cafe and’affiduity 
“ in the colle&ing of that part of the Nabob's 
‘‘donation; Do, .with the utmoib gratitude, 
■“ return their 1 hearty and fincere thanks for 
“ thofe great favours conferred on them, 'the 
“ remembrance whereof will 'be ’for ever in- 
delible.” t ji - 1 jr '* > 


.f -> As to thejthird article, ,which feems.to inti- 
t mate - fome right in the Great cMogul to ,the 
j treafures of the late l^abob Sarajah Dow] a, and 
^thatthe Company may hereafter. be. /efpaqfihlc 
to him on account of thefe trpafures ; itjJnajr 
.^b^faid,, that there is fuch a Prince,-, bur he is 
^almoft without ^territory o{ pawey ^he little he 
^pofleffes not being equal in extent or -riches to 
one twentieth part oj* his. dominions, ^and 
therefore unabk to inforce^ in t thole provings 
any authority that might hate formerly, belong-* 
'stjI " I- Cil 
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ed to him ; and he is now Fo far reduced, as to 
•bp a captive to,"' and in the hands of, one'" of the 
fSoobahs, j I 45 f ' il *1 ” 

t ) How ever, .as I would give die Proprietbrs 
all 'the'Tatisfa£hon I can, as to this article}* I 
•will lay alight particulars before them, 'and for 
that purpofe ‘Is mud inform them, that as foon 
y as it was known, that Sarajah D.owla was fled 
/tom the city, at new miniftry was immediately 
appointed, and the former officers became re- 
-fponfible to them. - <■ ’ 

The gentlemen appointed by the Governor 
and Council to receive the money due by the 
treaty, were agents for this purpofe. As to 
-m) felf, I was never there but once out of cunofi- 
'tyjvand ,I )7 do declare, Uhdt I nev er"interffcr<fd, 
Idiredtly of indirectly, any further 'than what 
s 'immediately related to thepajirientof the money 
' flipulated by the treat}’. 07 

el -The tredfure was mod certainly the property 
"of 5 the Nabob Meer Jaffier,-as it would ha f vc 
'been of 1 any" other Nabob, who might^have 
fuccecded to Sarajah Dowla ; but for the ap- 
plication of 1 the money, I will fuppofe’ for 
once, /hat it ’did belong to the Great Mogul ; 
1 C 4 furely 
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furcly then it was out of that very Imperial 
treafure the Company received -1,250,000 U 
The fufierers at Calama^f^ooojCoo /. and the 
navy and army <Soo,ooo /. and that if Mccr 
Jaffier had no right to give any part of, the 
Imperial .treafure to individuals for their fer- 
vices, he had no powet to bellow thofe feveral 
large fums „to the Company, fufierers, na\ y, 
and army; and if he was anfwcrable for the 
one, he mu ft lor the other. If therefore, it 
was wrong in me to accept the favours of the 
Nabob but of that treafury, certainly it mull 
be fo too in the Company, fufierers, navy, and 
army. _ , 1 

As tQ what is infinuated, that the donations 
given by the Nabob to individuals, had drained 
his treafury in fuch t. manner, that the Com- 
pany were obliged to lend him large fums of 
money, this is not only a very unfair, but afalfe 
reprefentathn of fa&s. The time the Com- 
pany lent this money to the Nabob was, when 
his dominions were in peace, and the fum: was 
only two lack of rupees, about 25,000 /., The 
Nabob’s minifter himfelf informed me, he had 
then to the amount qf near a million fterhng In 
jewels. 
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jewels, ‘a ldtge r fum’ of money in his* treafury, 
and to"a very great ^amount in plate.' It could 
not be owing to diftrefs that "he 'borrowed this 
money; his pretences of poverty might have 
been mide ufe of with a political \ ic\v, as is 
the s conftantt practice in that country ; or he 
might have defired to* borrow money 'of the 
Company for fear they fhould defire to borrow 
of him. But the real facl n as this ; if I may- 
be fuppofcd to know it, who then prefid ed over 
the Company's affairs in Bengal. 

By the IXth article of the* treaty withthe 
Nabob, the Company's poffeffions would have 
been of little confequence to them, unlefs we 
were allowed to put not only our own con- 
ftruftion on the words of the article, "but 1 alfo to 
have an additional quantity of land to 1 the 
northward, to the- amount of near ia,oOo l. per 
annum. { In order to accomplifh 1 this,' we riot 
onl> were obliged to comply with the Nabob’s 
requeft, made 'at that particular time, butaifb 
to make prefen ts to federal of the principal^offi- 
ccrs about him, to engage his confent to this 
grant, which he was not bound to make bjr 
treaty ; and I -believe the Directors know very- 

well: 
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jftell-if not, J am fure the Governor and 
pquncil are (Well apprized of , what confequence 
it was ( to the Compari^to obtain the grant 
of, thofe lands to the^ northward of Calcutta. 

I Will x enture tq affirm, had the Nabob) de- 
fied a. loan of money at any other time but 
this, his requefl yrould not have been complied , 

">*• w , <■ , i 

j The unfortunate Meer Jaffier was a flranger 
to diflrefs until, L had left fhe country. It was 
when the King’s fon, and a large body of Mo : 
rattoes, invaded and ravaged his kingdom for a 
twelvemonth together, and had flopped the re- 
ceipt of great part of his revenues. \ It xvas 
then, that the Nabob began for the firfl time ( to 
.experience the misfortunes of diflrefs. jYer Hill 
his diflrefs was not fq great, but that his fuc- 
ce^Tor was able, immediately, to beflow on,* the 
pompany eight lack of rupees, or„ioo 3 ooo /. 
fterling^ to^carry on the war on the- coaft of Co* 
rpmandel. , i t fb ?nd i // il / 

^^jAs, to the fourth arpcle, That) no feryant of 
the, Company fhall remit money hon>e but by 
tjtprjfafti; which order I ^rokevthrouglvby 
remitting large fums by the Dutch .cafh.) That 

i> ’ 1 m 
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with mjr fnends, 'remit J a ’large 
*fu rfi 7 of r moncy v to :Em gl and j by bills ’ cn 1 the 
TJutctf 'company, c i's mofl true, for this 'reafon 
only;’ that the ; EngliffT Company’s treafury *was 
{o' {(*}}$ c t&a£ : thc\r ’feri'anHT abroad thought it 
ihc’ohnftcnt* 3 : \vitK p tH6 Company’s" intfrdPtb 
'grant bili57'when it was»morc'than poffiblc/ the 
French might drive us out of all India, and the 
Company not pnly Iofc what they had jufV ac- 
quired, but become refponfible for the immenfe 
fums, r which • tinder the terror that" then r prc- 
vailcd r bF>the French "“forccy would be 'imme- 
diately pburcdihtb their treafurj' : * and 'though 
•1 ihould have' thought it 'a : great' ad vantage' to 
'havc'remittciFmy fortune Home 'at that’ danger- 
'oils crifis, -by 'bills ’on tHc Cbmpany," when the 
■motion was made in council to receive’ all' mo- 
nies '"tendered for 'bills payable in ' three ywrs. 
I was'myfelf one of thofe who oppofed it j rr ahd 
th<? only ‘mone^ received into the treafury’ was- 
Mr. Watfon’s eftate, to ihew a fenfc of tHeTer-' 
Vices'*'rfeCeivedVfrom ;li 2 iri‘: Slims cluc ’ to^the 
'merchants 'of '■ Lohdoh, for’eoraf and bunion; 
fmal! fums : from" "the pririclp al ' fervahts'/ for rei 
piitlances-'to 'their J fantfliesJ^iancFthe ^urc'hafc 
M ' 1 of 
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of necefiaries, were received, and'bills granted 

for them. .■ * > ' » 

'I flatter myfelf it will give me fome merit 
with the Company, that I oppofed the' fatal 
defigns of the Dutch in the’ armament they 
had fent to Bengal, with fo much perfeverance, 
more elpecially as I had at that time the great* 
eft part of ‘my property in -their power, the 
bills gi\en me not being wholly due till three 
years' after fight; 'and I -could not but be very 
fenfible at that 'time of 'the rifqiie I ran,' by 
fuch an oppofition to’ that "dangerous under- 
taking; and L will venture to affirm, that had 
’not my truftees agreed to accept the pa) ment 
of the money upon the Dutch Company’s own 
'terms, which were a very confiderable deduction 
l for prompt payment* the greatefl: part of my 
fortune would have been at this day in their 
'’hands. 1 ( 1 

4 As to the fifth ankle, JT’nat I !5 waS' guilty of 
’a breach of trufi, *by fupplying a Portugucfe 
ihip, bound from Bengal.to Lifbon, with goods 
■and money, to the great detriment of the 
Company; there is not one woid of truth in 
the whole of this‘afienion. Thofe who did, 
1 may 
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may plead the fame defence that I do for my 
remittance by the Dutch : the inference drawn 
v is abfurd ; the Company had more money than 
goods to purchafc* < 

I now come to the la ft article, viz. ✓That I 
V have no right to an annual revenue of £7,000/. 
A }ear, given me by the Nabob, which muft 
be fupported and maintained at- the Compa- 
ny’s expen cc. 

In this article, party refentment feems to 
have confounded all ideas of right and wrong; 
and my oppoGtion to the prefent leading gen- 
tlemen has call fuch a mift before their eyes, 
that they cannot difeem that right which they 
had before acknowledged by every adt ‘that 
could exptefe ,it. Cut as I intend to make the 
Proprietors the judges rtf that right, I fhall 
explain the caufc, for which the Jagbire, or 
Lordftiip, which produces to me an annual 
'income of about ,30,000 /. a year, was given, 
me, and the nature of the grant by which I 
bold it. 

1 Soon after the battle of PlaflcV, the Nabob, 
of his own free motion, without the leaftbint 
«P r application from me, fent a petition to the 
. - ~j court 
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court pf Dehli, that 1 might be created an pm* 
rah, or Lord of the Empire. Jn,the beginning 
ofj the year 1758, the Nabob received and^deli- 
vered me the patent (with other honours accom- 
panying j) by which I was created an Otnrah 
of the command of 5000 foot, and the rank of 
6000 horfe. 

According to the cuftom of the country, the 
Soubah afligns a Jaghire, or eftate,^ within his 
own, provinces,, to fupport the dignity of, the 
new created Omrah ; but at the time I received 
the patent of creation, I knew of no fuch .in- 
tention m the Nabob, whofe fnendlhip for,me 
gave way to other yiews. tn (J , „„ ri „ 0 
, J have before hinted, -that the, Soubah^ firfl 
plan was to evade the execution of^thc remain- 
ing part of the treaty, and to appear, t in jthe 
eyes of his fubjedts, as maintaining ^himfeU by 
his own ftrength, and not by opr fupport. 0 ?|f j 

( He took the field, as, early - as. ; the i jfeafon 
vypuld permit, with an army of f 8o,ooo ); horfe 
and foot; and it was with reluctance that 'lie 

»> U J J ill . .<*> / 1- 

fent jto me to join him with our troops, * and 
more from the apprehenfion of Reaving us fo 



f 31 ]; 

! , ‘' r J“ 

near his capital during his abpjnce, rnan irotn/ 


XVe r marcKe<d'the ! army, "Up, "now reduced By 


: riilery? ri 


ihh 


At our firft meeting I reproached 'Him ^VvitH 

Jl X ’'~ • /T ' * 


idt he 'jKBuld give Tecure 1 aSfignmen’rPYor °th e 
aj'ment l of *ti}t? ‘reft of ' rhe r 'ff^ry-jridney, 7 ? I 
reeiy gave ‘him fny opinion'' of his ‘ keeping up 
ich a vaft armp, which drained" His treasury' to 
o manner ^of purpofe '; r that 'the example” of 
its' prcHeceflbr might be^sTMefibn to him How 
Htle^ fdclV troops ' were to be depended upon'* 
iHd fttat^wfteK 'danger prWed, he would i find 
he Ehglifti <his only true and firnviupjWtf 'In 
ns exaltation td his new 'grandeur, 'and - feeing 
umCllf the Head of fuch a numerous arm)*,* 
{ zdf :ct° made '• little im'preffipn ; fo~ I coa- 
lOu^Wfoi 1 telling ^ Huh/ he' ’'might anrofe hlm^ 
.^5 own ideas,' but, '| n tHe" mean time' 
cbat'l was'rieitKer ;o be *tn&d Yrkh ndr 
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triidited ; ' and, after fo'mc 'ft ruggle, -I ^-obtained 
immediate payment of the ' arrears, amounting 
to feveral hundred thoufand r pobnds, - aiid'ari 
alignment of certain' diftri&s > '-£he revenues' >of 
which were to be collcdted by -"thb 'Company; 
asafcfcurity for the reft ; arid frdcn'thii inftaht 
the Nabob may have bpen- faid 'to- comply li- 
terally with Jus treaty.- ’ *'* •*•«-••• <-•' 

* Thefe were the ‘Nabob's fentlments -at that 
timef and fuch they ‘continued until 1 the' fol- 
lowing year, when the province ^of Bahar be- 
ing invaded by the' Mogul’s' fori; 1 (drove by -the. 
Vizier fro'm'liis father's court) -the- Nabob* at- 
tempted to take the field; arid now experienced 
"what T always inculcated 'to' be - true. 1 - Vaft < ar- 
"rears 'Were due to his numerous a'rmyj'whoy rak- 
ing ^advantage of furroiinddd diim, 

‘'aridlrififted riot only* on r the whole of - the W- 
“reari due from his predeceflor-as uvcll'-as hiih- 
/'jelf, but on an advance of, pay. * Thefe-’ de- 
'tnarids’ ahiouriting to many ’milliori^lt iras'im- 
• ‘pbffifile he' could comply with th£ml : «’i' 

‘ <v In this exigency -he applied to' tis, 1 entertain- 
i n g’ ! great 'doubts ‘of riur’frieridftiip/ from ; the 
' 'cbiifciriufnefs of the infincere part he had afted, 

and 
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and from *a juft fenfe of his a vn imprudence, 
in having negle&ed the advice I had given 
him the preceding year, to difband the greateft 
part of his large and ufclefs army. Bound by 
treaty and intereft, it behoved us to fecure the 
attachment and dependancy of the hJabob, 
We immediately took the field, and relieved 
him, for the prefent, from the inconveniencies 
he laboured under from his own forces, who, 
over-awed by our prefence, defifted from their 
demands. 'Being joined by 8000 horfe and 
foot, under the command of his fon the young 
Nabob, we marched four hundred miles in 
•t wen ty-three ( days, and forced the enemy to 
taife the ficgetof Patna, the capital of the pro- 
vince of Bahar, and purfued them two hundred 
miles further, until they palled the boundaries 
of the Soubah’s dominions, and then obliged 
the tributary Rajahs to pay their arrears^ In 
the mean time, the Nabob’s army had again 
furrounded him, and were become more out- 
rageous than ever; and he was upon the point 
of being put to deith, when the news of our 
*" 7 uccefs difperfed them, and they became as 
D fubmiffivc 
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fubmiffive and fawning, as they were before 
daring and infolent. ' ! * 

-Services rendered at fuch a crifis, convinced i 
him at laft of the’ Value of fuch fincereaal- 
lies.-’ *On my return 'from the north 'he 'camel, 
to’ meet me, and after many obliging expref-” 
fions, that T had faved his life, and made him 1 
a -Tccond time Soubah, he reproached hi mfelf 
with ingratitude in never hav ing appointed me 
a Jaghire. On taking his leave he told me, * 
Jaggerfeat {a man of great note in that coun- * 
try) was intruded with his orders on that fub-U 
jefr. Jaggerfeat foon after put a paper roll * 
nhomy hands, in the prefence of Mr. Francis'"’ 
Sykes, Mr. Luke Scrafton, (both how in Eng-1” 
land) and Major Carnac, which' proved to be a ^ 
patent for the Lordftib of the lands rented by' r 
the" Company, in confequence of the article oi r 
our- treaty with him- The patent nvas foon 
followed by the order in the" Appendix, No. 4-^ 
being an order to the Governor and 'Council of * 
Calcutta, to pay me the rents of the faid lands,' > 
jnftead of payihg them as before into his trees' 
fury, he having made' me Jaghiredar, or Lortl l 
of the country- * 
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Such were ’the motives (that induced the' 
Nabob to give me this token of his fenfe of % 
my jferviccs, and fuch the manner in which it 
was conferred^ by me unalked and unexpected : 

I -Jay unalked rand unexpected, bccaufc, from 
the time of my receiving my t honour from 
Delhi, in December 1757, to this time, no- 
thing had ever pafled on the fubjc£t, but one v 
Jetter from me to Jaggcrfcat, in January 1759, 
Infortnirig him, 3 that the Nabob had made me 
an f Omrah without a Jaghire, which I under- 
lined did ufuall) pccompan) it, and to defire 
he would japply to him on that occafion; to 
Which lertef he returned for anfiver, that he had 
applied to his Excellency* who ordered him tb 
acquaint me* that'he riever granted Tjaghires irfj 
Bengal ; that Orixa was too poor, but that i ( 
blight have ode in Bahar. cooking on the Na^ 
bob's anfwer as an evafivp one, and that he, was,* 
hot inclined to comply with m) requeft/ Iaicver 1 
tvrorc or thought anymore on .this fubjedt, un- r 
til,X received a fccond letter from Jaggerfeat in ' 
-'lahrsr to my firlt, after our fucccfs agaiqft the ( 
King’s fonythar thd Nabob had turned tjie 1 
thing in his mind, and was willing to grant me 
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i 'Jigiurc In Bengal i but the natbre *>Y it, 
*wherc, of of what valiie it was to be 1 , I vrai n& 
Flrcly "ignorant*, till the parent explained ir, 7 afid 
1 confefs it give me “the greater plcafure 
find “it** to r be the 7 -or'dfhip "of the CompLn^ s 
landsj becatife the Company was thereby FnlS 
from all dependence ott the government n 
" It now remains to fay fomethmg of the 'va- 
lidity and nature of the grant It is to be ob- 
Fcrved, that the lirfds ceded to the Company 
by the IXth article of the treaty, were only 
fceded to them r as perpetual Jemlndars} or rent- 
ers, Ihe Nabob teferving tbe lordfHip and quit 
lehts,^ which amounted to near 30,000 / year- 
fy ."and the. Company co*uld r never be law Fully 
ililpofleffecf, fo'long as they continued to^pay 
that quit rent It Vjas, theft, the lordfhip and 
fents fo referv cd that he made J ov£r to me ; ha 
prejudice- refulting" to the Company? who had 
farmed*’ out hie fame t^ a very ''corfiderable 
ybaiiy Amount, with a profpeft df great mcreafA 
6F rent?," and only thi 3 difler^nce, "that 1 they r 
^ere 1 to ‘pay f the quit rent to me/ 
the government", c id this "hation 1 a profited? 
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f With regard to the validity of this grant, I 
fhall only fay„that the patent paffed all the ufual 
forms of the country, and was founded on the 
verj fame-authonty that the Company had Jar 
all their acquifitions, the power of a Souhab. 
(This I think is a fuf5c»ent anfwer to the charge 
in the 6 th and laft article j | ( j 

I fliall now proceed to lay before tlje pro- 
prietors the meafures taken by my ad\erhjnes, 
fubfequent yo the election, and the reafons they 
afiign to fupportthem ^ 

„ But I Ihall, firft take notice, that by the fer- 
fices rendered to the Nabob, the Company" 
not (Only^ recovered the misfortunes fuftamed 
fropi the,Jate Nabob, with -the, pofleflions l 
ha\ejdready mentioned, but alfo acquired, and 
had yjehyered into their hands, th? abfalutc 
power over the three provinces of Bengal,, Ba? 
bar, .and Onxa, r \yhofe ordinary annual / revp-j 
nues -produce^ three raflhons and a halfjftpr^ 
ling , mfomuch ttarfTthpy were enabled tp fet 
up and eflablifli/q the Soubahfhtp any perfoq 
v-^syjJiough&^r. f This matter ma> be clearl) 
frettiby the, letters m the Appenduc, No. 3 , . 

'■fl r P3 "TIuj 
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This power the Compart), Toon after 1 left 
Bengal, exercifcd, and in 1761 they entered 
jnto a treaty with Mahomed Coffin Cawn, 
fon in law to Mecr Jaffier, for that purpofc, 
(a copy of which treat) is m the Appendix, 
No 6*) By this treat) the Company Required 
a much larger diftndb of country, than* they 
before enjoyed antler the treaty with Mcer 
Jaffier, together with a targer eflate and mtc- 
refl. in thofe lands, than they had in thofe be- 
fore granted , for the annual amount of the 
lands lad acquired were near 600,000/ and m- 
ilcad of refen ng to the got emment the ufuar 
rents of homage which tho r e lands were fubjedt 
to, both the lands and thofe rents were granted 
to the Company. 

This treat) beir fc figned by Mahomed 
Coffin Cawn and tl e Prefidents of the Com- 
pany at Calcutta, on bihalf of ( the Company, 
the Nabob Meer Jaffi-r 'Ws furrounded In his 
palace by the forces of tii6* Company, and 
obliged to relmquiffi his goven^nent, and was 
earned down to their fettlement^ abyCalcoKSj — 
where he did till lately refide, and Mahomed 
Coffin 
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Coffin Cawn was placed in the executive part 
’ r 10 - j , - * 

of^the government m his uead. ? 

1 (hall not^ at prefent enter into the confidc- 
ration of the grounds and motu cs for fo early 

j , , 1 i r> 

and extraordinary a change m tne government 
of the provinces, being inclined to think thofc 
matters tv ill be laid before ) on by perfons better 
acquainted with that trarfadben than I am 
For the pr'fent I introduced it only to then the 
great advantages the revolution, brought aboht 
by the removal of Surajah Dovvla, had pfo 
duced to the Company , and that thofc adv an- 
,£sges mighr, with prt dent management, be in- 
creafed but at the fame time I muft obfen e, 
that the revolution againft Surajah Doula was a 
matter of neceffity, as upon that event only ^ de- 
pended the exiftence of the India Company! 
and I hope nothing but trait preferv ation o^the 
Company's property in ythofe parts induced 
thofe concerned m thc^aft revolution (if it may 
be lb catIed)°to bnp^it nbom. r " 

I Have h r dbiof ichnowledged, that my for- 
^ tune arofefrci/f the gftteful bdunty of the-Na 
Taotfter'j^favifces to him , and altho’ Pffiall 
ever think cif my fervices to the Company with 
F) 4 pleafure. 
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pleafure, yet the* 'Company cannot 1 fay T owe 
thcm ! any thing in point of gratitude. "My 1 al- 
lowance, as Prefident,‘wa$ (until increafed by 
the additional allowance of iooaAa year) clefs 
than my predecefftfr received jby‘i20o/. a~year. 
Indeed, had the Court of Dire&ors rewarded 
my fcrvices in the fame'manner they have*done 
thofe of my'fucceflbr, by allowing me two and 
an .half per cent, on -all the revenues acquired 
for them, it mtghr have been othenvife. * My 
adverfaries cannot therefore fay I acquired my 
fortune out of the property of the Company, 
or in diminution of that of my country, or any 
of my fellow fubjtdte : on the contrary, * if Js 
well known, that had it noqbeen for* the futrf 
ccflcs we were blefled with, this kingdom would 
never" Have had the /benefit of one farthing ol 
the money' which ha£ been brought into'ir,* in 
tonfcqucnce of thoJeVLicceflcs..f This ■, being 
the rcafe,- one \ might hWe f expeftc 3 ,u after fo 
many years fcrvicc to theOvmrpany, and pn- 
'dcrJthc drcumftanccs I t have\kfcribed, they 
would at lea ft ha\e permitted me*ea^ayo-had 
the' quiet enjoyment of r that fortune 1 1 bad fo 
obtained. a >” r > f * , ^1 1 [ 

° And 
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* And here I * mu ft acquaint the Proprietors, 
that, the refits of my Jaghirc were regularly 
paid during the rime I was in Bengal; and 
Since my return, have been received by my 
attomies an Bengal, and remitted by them to 
me,- a3 the ftiips failed from thence, in Bills on 
the Company » here, which were always regu- 
larly paid without fubjeftion, urrtil May laft, 
when, on the ihips going out for Bengal, 
which were the firft that went out after the 
cleftion on that \oyage, I was given to undcr- 
ftand, that orders had been fent to flop the 
•'payment of my Jaghirc. I applied to the 
Court of Direftors for a copy of thofe orders, 
but that was refufed*, however, I after w'ards 
came to the .knowledge of them. They are to 
the following purport : With refpedt to the 
Jaghire given by theTatc Nabob, Jafficr 
“ Ally Khln, to Lord/Clive, arifing out of 
tr the^ lands ^granted jby the faid Nabob to the 
i c Company, we ifreftr, that you do not pay 
tf any ^further rums i to the attomies of Lord 
” account; and we further, di- 

t\ reft, thatiW'hatever Ihall arife in future jfrom 
the faid Jaghire, be carried to our credit. 
Lr^ ** You 
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tf You are to caufe cxad accounts ,to be rrprle 
“ out and tranfanttcd to us, not only of what 
<f ihall fo come into our calh, but alfo of all 
“ the fums Lord Clive’s attomies have already 
received on the faid account, together \\itfi 
“ the dates of the lev eral payments. His Lord- 
,{ Ihip’s pretenfions to the faid Jaghirc will be 
“ fettled here.” 

And Mr. ‘Sulivan, by a letter wrote at the 
fame time by him to the Prefident at Calcutta, 
informed him, {t That all cordiality being at an ' 
“ end with Lord Clivy, the Court of DuefVors 
“ had flopped payment of his Jaghire ; sc mea^ 
“ fure which would have taken place years ago, 
“ihad it not been for hmj (Mr. Sulivan); and 
that/on this head the faid Prcfidcnt was to 
“ obey e\ ery order, which he might receive from. 
f< the Court of Dire/1 ors ; and that more was 
,f not, nor rauft be, c\pe£ted of him.” i 

Jjl fhall not trouble tni Proprietors v»ith any_ 
bbfervations on this ordfcc and letter,, they, 
will fufficiently fptaL for then^Mves; but fhal) 
only remark,, that I mull think^it extremely, 
hard to be deprived, of my propcrty^t>h?Sui!e* J 
cannot agree with the prefent Court, of Direftors % 
i* f 7 ? ur 
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But the Company having paid 'm> r Jaghire 
fo long without any obje&ion, and even 'now 
liot claiming any right thereto themfelves, 
iior pretending to fay that any one elfe does; 
Sender lucli circumflances one might be at a 
Jofs to conceive what foundation in.reafon 
there could be , for the # Dire£tors fending fuch 
seders to Bengal* «Jlut, on inquiry into the 
matter, the rcafons afligned appear to be 
jfour. • 1 

ift. That the Mogul is fovcrcign of the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, and 
^•j.iOprietor of all the Jands within thofe pro- 
-yinces ; and that the rents granted to me are 
the antient imperial rents referved and payable 
to the Emperor; and that therefore the Nabob 
could not grant or alienate the fame from the 
imperial Crow n ; and thA the Company may 
be called to an aecount/uy the Emperor for 
what, they have paid ‘p me : Nor is that all 
tW'Compan} feem^cb expeft, but that 1 ! ’am* 
accountable r to ymetn for what 'I have* ns 
caved . 1 U/ * . i , • 

} adly^'That fuppofe the Nabob had a ri^ht* 
to alienate thofe rent*?, fuch alienation 1 could 

exift 
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exift no longer, than -the i Nabob who .granted 
the fame continued tn his government, ana 
that fuch alienation was not binding on _hi» 
lucceflor ; and as Meer Jaffier had, been depbf- 
ed^jthe grant became of no effect, j - '* n^Ui 
^ That ipy acceptance of f the dignity of 
an^Omrah, or title of honour,-, (which honour 
they doubt iqy having had, altho* they have ?a 
cop3r of 1 the Patent t in, their cuftody),was con- 
trary to my duty to the Company, i as I might 
be obliged, by., fuch' acceptance,, to nffift the 
Mogul and the Nabob in war, even againft the 
Company. { 4 , ^ •> i ■■ , t i , ; , 
j ^nd^ laftly, ,for fcarthefc reafons fhould fair 
them, then comes^ajfourth^ which is, _ that 
fuppofe I have a right, that even then 'I have 
no remedy jn England, but muft Tcfort to the 
court ^of the Mayor/ of Calcutta,-; or to the - 
courts of the Empero^at Delhi, or the court: 
of^the Nabob". > , s ^ r , r iT 

..^Stqthe^ fir ft, it may've -proper j to., ob- 
that, upon, the original f foundation 
°^£he ( , Mogul ( Empire,* all^thlSJajjds,-' Uk£- 
t^ofe^io ^England, , were in ..the crown,- who. 
^nted the rents ?r in the tjatur^of free^farm -1 
,r?b t r rents 
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ferm rcn’tsHri England V lliefe lands wcrc, and . 
now are, ;rr (51Ied Calfa Lands," 'or lands"iielong- 
ifxg to tKe^ crown; Jtli'e rents" whereof were, 
foYIfcveraTycars, received’ by Officers appointed 
within the provinces ’’by 'the Emperor for that 


KT 'maintain theif^eburts,' and- Support ‘their 
governments ? '’But,' for '■ a ’ great number ’of 
years' parti 'that method : has been * changed, ’’and 
inftead of p'cnfions,' ,, 'the‘ Emperors allotted, to 
the Nabobs large quantities of ' land within’- the 
'provinces, to be difpofed of and managed' for 
”<hcif t>wn T benefit p and - th'efe ‘land’s ■’ were/'-' 'and 
now are; Called JaghW Lands; ahd r for which 
na-taxesrar’d paid f And ’s&tb the reft of'tKn 
lands within '.the provinces.'"- the Nabobs farrhed ; 
the-’ fame-- of " the Mogul a' certain yearly’ 

■ fumr ciLt to 1 /:7. po ' - i r - m rirct> 

This alteration bej^ received into *the ? Mov 
guV govemihciit/pToecaine immaterial ’to the 
Mogul' "what^e 'Nabobs did ^ivith the rents; 1 
rhtyeariy ibm' ftipulated was 5 all* lie ‘ixpeited^ 
and -that they were obliged to^pay * : To tHa?alf‘ 
the' -rents} and-alfo "the lands'* tHat-'prdddScd’ 
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them, were' under the power of 'the Nabob?/ !f 
who 'might and did difpofe of them as they 
thought fit, and out of them conferred favours f 
on whom they pleafed. The Nabobs granted 
zemindaries or leAfes of all the* lands 'from 
time to time at their pleafure, or as occafiort 
required; and in this date the corftitutior»_ 
and ufage of’tlfe Mogul 'Empire flood at thfc 
death of Aurengzebe. 

After the death of Aurengzebe, the Nabobs/ 
began to alfume fovereign authority, and the r 
invasion of the Perfians, before taken notice of, 
rendered that fovereignty abfolute r ; and the. 
Nabobs do "now, and bave 1 for many ) ears 
exercifed all thofe fovereign rights/ regarding 
the lands and revenues of the provinces, which 1 
the Mogul Emperors /ever had. 1 ' J 

It is under the aiKhotity of the Nabob, the J 
Company now hold nteir zemindary* m’ the-'' 
lands Tubjedt to my JagmsfJ it is under the >: 
fame authority, they now holtf by treaty' witlr " 
the Nabob 1 Coffim Car/n lar^'diltridfi of 
country, producing near /Joo,oobL^Th^car t h 
them, -without paying any rent at all, notvUth-'’ ' 
ftanding thofe lands afe calfa or lmpSriaHands/ 1 
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dnd would, in°cafe the original conftitution of 
-the Mogul f Umpire catted, be fubjeft to the , 
payment of the ancient refer, ed-' rents onbthef, 
Great Mogul, (to a very large amount ; ->it, is - 
well known jthat there are numbers of jaghites 
in, the province of Bengal, granted by former i; 
Nabobs, that have fubfifted for feveral genera- - 

Yet as to my Jaghirc, they now at once alledge 
it tvas an illegal aft in Meer Jaffier, and at the 
fame time admit that the Company are in the 
enjoy ment of all the lands granted to them by the 
-Nabob Coffin Cawn, without paying or being 
fubjeft to any rent at all ; and that the grant from. 
Coffin Caun to them, both of the handstand .. 
ancient rents, is valid and effectual : f this Teems V 
a contradi&ion not cafily to be reconciled, i* 
But for a moment, let u^ftippofe that, the 
, fcarsjthe Company cntcKhined ! at that inllanr,-' 
of f being r accQuntableno the Great Mogul,!, 
might have obfeure-^the light which the corn- 
pan Con of <> things alore*v ould hare difcovcrcdpr 
and Mogul ihauld hereafter recaverc 

the ancient 5 dominion! of hisierapire; tt mutt, 
then be obfesved, that the appual tribute fti-e 
i pulated 
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pulated to be paid by the Nabob on his con- 
firmation, is in fad the fame annual fum foi'-j 
merly referved and paid by the Nabobs for 
the farm of the rents and lands within the 
prounces. Can it then be fuppofed that thej 
Mogul would require both the revenues of the 
lands, and alfo the annual fum ftipulated to 
be paid by«!h? of fbn£*~ra*,e* “ 

nues > It might, with fome degree of probP 
bility, have been f3td, th3t he might, according 
to the conftitution of the empire, call the' Na- 
bobs, who might then be confidere'd as bis' 
Viceroys, to an account for all the annual tri-«- 
butc remaining due from them : But to fay ~ 
the Compan} would be anfiverablc to the Mo* 
gul for the rents paid by them to nlc, r is 1 an 
inconfiftency equal to the former, and not to 
be reconciled to mfon or the nature of things 1 
And e\ cn to furniuNfhcmfelvcs with this pre- 
tence, bad as it is, tlf^y mu ft have hid a 'very "* 
extraordinary forefight ; R^d I fliould be glad 
to have been informed of the period fuch .a rec- 
koning was likely to take place. t »’ 

1 I hate' before 'taken notice of > tEc" prefent 
circumftanccs of the Mogul, and by what means 
1 a Prince 
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b. Prince, under-his circumftancqs, dr e\ eti/up-y 
pofing-hmijin-as good a flotation as his f rede/, 
cpfTors'fpr Several jears paft have been, could A 
recover ‘the d on1 ’ m i°n3 of large s and powerful 
provinces, iwbjch bad J ong fhaken vff bis amber- 
rity, I am /really^ at a lofs to guefs. But, t<? 
remove any doubt the proprietors may entertain 
concerning the of the 

(Great Mogul in Bengal, or the fovereigtl authc£ 
rity of the Nabob, I will repeat the account 
giv^n by your Dire&ors of thofe Mcafures under* 
their hands to his Majelly, in the yeaf 1762, in 
z memorial predated by them relative to the 
tranfaftions with the Dutch, which account is 
in 'the following word* : , • ( ( ’ 0*4* 

nc“By the ancient conftitution^of the Mogul 
€t i Empire/ of which the provinces of Bengal, 
*lBahar,i and fOrixa, are depart, the Nabob 
Hor.Soubah of ithofe pjy£mces was nothing 
^morel than/ th6i Mogul’s Viceroy yet, 0 for 
? J dpanynyears pa ft, • as the ftrengrh of -that 
4< xonftltutibn thaa been gradually declining* 
<{ the Soubahs of tthefe and other provinces 
~ tt have been nm> like gradation! affuminglan 
if mdef endance > of . 'the .’Court l of ‘Delhi; and 
1 *1 ? £ « ths 
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« the fliock which the empire received, onra- 
** ther the fubverfion of it, for it has never 
* c recovered, nor probably ever will, from the 
** irruption of the Perfians under Nadir Shah, 
« has fo far confirmed that indcpendancc, 
“ that the relation between the Nabob and ( 
“ the Mogul, is at, prefent little more than 
* f nomina l .^fa f ^fe kcbgipahcs w 2 Ta. ot **P eace 
« without the privity bf the Mogul ; though 
-‘'there appear ftill fome remains of the old 
“ Conftitution in the fuccefEon to the Na- 
“ bobfhip, yet in fa£t that ibcceflion is never 
" regulated by the Mogul’s appointment, thoi 
K "the perfon in pofleflioni is generally d£iV 
“ rous of fortifying a difputed- title j by the 
') “ Mogul’s confirmation, which the Court of 
“ Delhi, confcious of its inability to inter- 
♦ “ pofe more fuhftantially, and defirous ( of re- 
j ** taining an app<^rance of v fuperiority, srea- 
n* “ ddy grants. TBe Nabob of -Bengal is 
u therefore i de faElo, whatever he may, be de 
“jure, a fovereign Prince,- or atiworft,'not a 
1 “ viceroy, but a tributary to the Mogul : 
lc £ there being fome hind of (tribute ftilUcon- 
jt t( fidered as .due, from thefe. provinces , to the 
’ 7 ‘ Mogul, 
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“ Mogul, though it rare!;', if ever, finds its way 
« to Delhi. It appears by the Direftor’s let- 
“ ters, that the Dutch, as well as we, confider 
t{ him in this light.” , 

”* I mull obferve, that the Dutch, in order to 
give fome colour for their complaints Ugainft 
the Company, made ufaof the following allega- 
tidiv T h i2a5aiisrcign of the 

« countrj', and we derive from him, under rc- 
“ peated phirmaunds, a right to a free naviga- 
“ tton from thence to other places ; and this 
u right wc cannot be deprived of, without in- 
“ fringing the phirmaunds of the Great Mogul, 
which the Nabob, who is only governor of a 
tr province, is not authorized to do.” * 

And it ’was in anfwer to this allegation the 
declaration above mentioned was made by your 
Directors, who no.v find abcmfclves under the 
fatal ncceffiry, ‘on bchatr of the Company, of 
maUng "bfc of the fame reafons i for juftifying. 
their conduQ: towards me, as the Dutch made 
ufc of to jufti/v theirs towards the Company. 

’As to the ad rcafon afiigned* by jour Di- 
refto's, it might, perhaps, have been well for 


the proprietors,, had it. * never been in. 1 their 
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power to have employed it But as it is aflign- j 
cd as fuch, I will anfwer it as I would have done, j 
at the time it was offered by them, without any \ 
regard to what has happened, fmee that may 
hate deprived them of the ufe they at firft pro-j 
poled Trom it 

There are numbers vof m fiances of Jaghire* 
now fubfifhi*gj=-Ct >Jx:?e^d5en 
mer Nabobs there are many, even on the 
Company’s own lands, of which the Directors 
might have been informed by the proper officer 
appointed for furvejmg thofe lands, who is now 
m England , and they might alfo have been 
informed, that there were many J3ghircs grant- 
ed by the Nabob Surajah Doivla and Mecr Jaf-f 
her alfo exifhng But enquiry here, feemed 
not necefpiry , the Directors at once boldlj 
affirm, my JaghirS: to be determined by the 
removal of Mecr Jamfcr from the throne, finte 
the grant did not, as they allcdge, bind his fu<2- ■> 
ceflbr, without the leaf! confideration of thef) 
natural inference fuch aij afTertion might pro- 
duce 

I have before taken notice, that his Ma- 
ny’s arms, and tho r e of jhc Compan} , by 

the 



T, S3- 3 - 

thr&rtvolution "brought shout whilfl 1 was 
the Commander in Chief, acquired the great 
power and influence the Company enjoyed 
in "Bengal, when I left that country* and 
that ’that 1 poWer after I came away, was 
made ufe of to depofe the Prince who fat 
on 'the throne whilft I* was there, and to 
eftabluii ivI««nmedT!oliT^Xsblb“ : ^t' his Head. 

It is under thefe circumrtanccs, that the Direc- 
tors make ufe of the 2d rcafbn. Now to give 
that rcafon Its utmoft latitude, it can amount 
to no more than an adralflion from the Com- 
pany, that I had once a good right to re- 
quire from them the payment of my Jaghirc: 
but that this fight ts now defeated by a a fub- 
fequent’ aft, entirely efiefted by theif own 
agents abroad. The weight and juftice of this 
argument I leave to your confidcrations. 1 
‘ Before I quit this head, I mull beg leave to * 
take 1 notice of the forms agreed on between the 1 
Company, and Mahomed Coflin Caun, which- 
may be ’fecn in the Appendix, No. 6. and byr 
which it will appear, that Meer JafEer was to • 
remain Nabob to all purpofes, except the exe- 
cutive part oOthc government, which was to t 
! ! E 3 . - be 
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be the province of the new Nabob. This being 
the balis of that revolution, if it may be fo 
called; it will appear, that the Nabob, Meer 
Jaffier, (till remained Nabob of Bengal : and it 
is well known, that he did till lately, refide at 
the Company’s fadtory, at Calcutta, in princely 
ftate; and even fuppoling my Jaghire to be 
good no Teigiwrf'tfie *perfon 

who granted it, it would be full fubfifeing. 
However, your Directors do now in effedb 
declare, that they will retain my Jaghire for the 
benefit of the Great Mogul (who would cer- 
tainly be glad to receive ir, as Coffin Ally 
would readily give any diredtions touching 
that matter the Diredtors think proper f to 
fugged; to him) and that in prejudice to me 
and their country; though they.. at the fame 
time are influenced to retain the rents of the 
lands granted to them, not only,) by Coffin 
Cawn/but alfo by the Nabob Meer Jaffier, in 
prejudice to the Great Mogul. t i ^ u 

'X As to the 3d reafon;*here I mud: beg leave 
to obferve; that the titles of honour ufed in 
OCurope, are unknown to *_the Indians j their 
titles of honour are diftinguiffied only by a 
number 
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number of Azaras, or one thoufand, from two 
fo ten thoufand horfe, which is the higheft, and 
ivasthc title of the fon of the Great Mogul ; the 
number' of fix thoufand exprefles the dignity of 
WOmrah, but not any lefs number; ,and the 
'equipage of the perfon on whom fuch honours 
'are belio'.ved, are proportioned by the ufage of 
the country to his ranle. Hence it will appear, 
'that of neceiiity, no peTrSh r can*1)£ ennobled in 
Intfia, unlefs the rank and number he is ap- 
pointed to, be exprefled in the patent; and 
this is a mete compliment, which does not 
lay any obligation on the part of the per- 
fon receiving fuch honour, to render to the 
J Mogul any Vendee \vhatfoe\er; and to af- 
firm the contrary, it mull be prefumed that 
the Nabob, in the prefent cafe, applied to the 
Mogul to take me into his fervice who, 1 in 
fuch fervice, might (if the emperor meant to 
'recover the 1 ancient dominion of his empire, 
orlhe payment of his annual tribute) /be em- 
ployed againft the Nabob himfelf, if military 
fen ices were to be* rendered to the Mogul; 
1 ilhich would be an abfurdity to fuppole, , /- 

E * 

v 


But 
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. But the true intent of the honour, w?s int? 
jnorc than a perfonal favour to me, and to give: 
me rank amongft the ' Princes and great men' 
of that country; and may have been of fervicc* 
to you in my negotiations and tranfa&ions with' 
them.* Monfieur Dupleix, the commander dm 
chief of the French forres in India, obtained a 
title of honou r -iofc qpr^P <nine, and had le~ 
veral Jaghires granted him by the Nabob, of* 
the Decan in Lands, ceded to the French Com-" 
pany, which he enjoyed for feveral ycats after he, 
returned to Europe, and indeed until the lands, 
upon which the Jaghires were 'gran ted, wife' 
taken from the French. And Moniieur Dn-\ 
pleix considered his title of honour,Us an,ad-> 
vantage to the French in thofe parts, 1 ' 'i> 

. cAs _ to the 4th reafbn, it is well known* j- 
was I, obliged to purfue my remedy in thex 
Mayor’s Court, that the judges of that couctj 
are dependants upon theiCompany r the/appeall 
lies n to , their Prefident and .Council, nay ,theJ 
perfon employed on my behalf, muftjbe depen-v 
dant on the Company. - As to my referring .tor 
the^ courts of jthe jemperor t or ,the <NabcJb,-fn6 * 
mandate or procefs from any fuch courts could 1 
if be 
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Reinforced againft the Company ; md were tfiefc 
reafons to prevail, every avenue to juflice would 
be blocked up, and I fhould enjoy the fatisfac- 
tion-in my own mind, of having a right’ to 
what I now 1 demand, without any remedy to 
obtain ftmi -* ' * 

r I fhalL'end this memorial with" 1 fomc obler- 
vations on the Comp^n’f^r^hite^ at the time 
the Jofs of their pofTefiions in Bengal happened, 
and the regaining thofc pofleffions, with all their 
prefent great advantages. 

When the news of the misfortunes in Bengal 
firft reached Madrafs, the whole town was 
flung into” a conftemation, equal to that of the* 
Court of Directors, when the firft advices of it 
were brought to England. I leave it to Mr, 
Payne, who was then at the head of the Di- 
re&ion, to deferibe what ho and others fuffet*' 
ed from their apprehenfions for the Company.'- 
Ihdeed it is the general opinion, that nothing 
but'thefuddfcn advice of the recovery of that! 
valuable lettlement, which followed fd 'clofdl 
upon the news of its lofs, • could have prevent* ? 
ed the Company’s finking under fuch a miafor- 1 
tdiietJe‘1 -o d fl * . jiI n q b rf 
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. It was the unanimous opinion of the Go- 
vernor and the Council of Madrafs, that the 
Company could not ext ft without their pofle£ 
fions in Bengal. The coaft of Coromandel 
was a burthen to tbemj inftead of defrajmg 
the Cqmpany’s expcnces, out of the profits of 
its trade, it had incurred a debt of near half 'a 
million. Bomba^and the W^crt Coaft (free from 
all difturbances) fcarcc paid their cxpences ; fo 
that there remained only ^a few fhips to China, 
for the Company’s fupport. Thefe confider- 
ations, and a thorough perfuafion that the 
Company muft fall, if Bengal was not recover- 
ed, induced the Governor and Council of Mar 
drafs, to fend fuch a force as might anfuerthat 
purpofe : I was the perfon fixed upon to exe- 
cute their defigns; and as, the force fent was 
more than could ^be fpared, confiftent with 
the fafety of the Company’s pofTeflions on 
the coaft of Coromandel, at that critical time 
(being juft at the eve of a war with France) 
they inverted me with a power, mdependant 
of the Governor arid Council of Fort William, 
that when the Companj were,, re- inflated in 
their poSefftons, they might be able to recall 
1C Inch 
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frcii part of the forces 'under my command,- as 
might' be" thought confident with the Coni- . 
pany's intereft, mother parts of 'India. ' V ,v 3 ■ 

' 1 As Toon as the fufferers of Bengal were're- 
ftofed'to their habitations,' by the re-taking of 
Calcutta] and to peace, by the defeating of 
‘Surajah* Dowla, ‘they called upon me, to give 
up that independaht pow!i^,\shich the Gover- . 
hoj/and Council of Madrafs had thought ne- 
cefiary to intruft ' me with, which ‘demand I 
could not 1 Comply with/ without being guilty 
of a'breach of truft.’ v '• 

( This circumftance laid me under many diffi- 
culties, 'both 'with the gentlemen of Bengal and 
Madrafs.' The Governor and Council of the 
latter had' fenV me pofittve orders to return, with 
. a part of the forces under my command,' after 
the capture of Charnagors, and not knowing 
the '.'Cdiife/ could'-'hot account for my difobe- 
,]&cnce:‘ .the' 'many* dreadful cbrifequences '’ to 
] which I 'expbfed myfelf, in cafe of aJ-mifcax- 
xiageA did not efcape my reflexion: I was Un- 
[r der thefe difficulties^’ when Vve began our march 

' to dethrone Surajah Dowla: / ’’ 1 ‘ 

«!* *»!*!•. 

Mr. 


7 



tMfi Watts had fettled every thing with 
Mecr Jaffier, and the other great officers- of> 
ftatc, who had all engaged in the moft fo-j 
lemn manner, to declare themfclvcs, and join ' 
us with a large force, before we came to aSion.'i 
We mhrehed within twenty miles of the Sou-t 
bah’s army, and then halted, to receive in tel- 1 
ligcnce of the-matkws and intentions of onr‘ 
friends ; when, to our great furprize, M^r' 
Jaffier gave us no hopes of his being 'able to . 
join us, but exprefled great apprehenfions of 
his and our letters being intercepted/ ind him* 1 
fclf being put to death. I wrote 1 repeatedly ■ 
to him, to infift upon his performing his cn- ’ 
gagements, and to join us, if it was only with 
500'mcn. 1 This had no cflcdt ; 1 1 then called . 
a council of war, and put the queftion, Who ' 
thee with our own 'forces alone, and without * 
the prbrpeft of affiftance from Meer Jaffier, weM 
fhould march, and give the Nabob battle, and > 
palled in the 1 negative. Afternthis, 1 re; 1 
ceiypd a letter from Meer Jaffier, that the Na- 1 
bob furpedlinghis defigns, had made him ftvear , 
on hhb Koran, 'that he would not 'fight again ft * 
him/ and that he could not give us ‘ his aflilt- ’ 



•C-fc-'-P 

ar.ce.' * iidithcr Proprietors paint to ; ttfcmfelvea 
ri’DatJ-.muft have {uffered,- .under fuch'-d comC 
plicationn of ri diftreffcd circumfianccs piandoler 
•the Directors -remember, that ‘Under- albthefe' 
difadvantages,vl took upon me to march,' .and* 
the .Englifhj arms .alone- gained > the.'.battlcpof 
Plafiey.: - It is true,' the »Dirc£tors, fin their .firfb 
flow of - gratitude,' conferred --upon ' me ‘ anvho - i 
BPQ*{ r I believe, never paid to any other, bfc-r 
fore, or fincc,- byaddreffing'a' letter of ..thanks 5 , 
tome alone, %ncd by ;thc •'whole court; -and' 
that 1. 1 might ’ be • convinced' of . the '-fincerity ; 
of .their fentiments, they fent no- Icfs-dhan 5 . 
fix \ or weight * of : them, ’• which li.hhve, in .'my > 
poficffiqn. But 'as - length - of <i time, .and,>cir-: 
cumffanccs,' ; feem ' to" .'have i produced -another* 
Way! of thinking in thefe gentlemen, I:. hopes 
the Proprietors .will cxcufc jhe,‘ if I afiert; font 
the laft time,' that by .the. great •acquifmpns’r 
of' wealth: obtained by ■ this - event, . and < by, Ithcli 
large Turns ' of: money, paid into : their lcalh',K for; i 
bills,' the Company .were/: enabled .'to fupply? 
evay ‘ exigence, . and* anfwer , the' demands, o£6 
every fcttlcment /in ; - .India, u during • thep.whole^ 
courie, ol/Uhe war. ..TojMadrafs- alone/ wajsd 

, fent 



C 65 ] 

fcnt upwards of 300,000 I. which mull inevi- 
tably have fallen, without fuch afliflancc; and 
with that place, all India. The Company who 
ufed to fend to India fevcral hundred thoufand 
pounds a j car, in bullion, were relieved from 
that difficulty ; which, at fuch a iun&urc, they 
never could have furtwounted; and from Fe- 
bruary', 175?, ‘thtTtimc thfcy received the ad- 
vice of our fucccfs, to this day, theyWyo. 
fent very little to the Coaft, and dill lefs to 
Bengal ; fo that this alone has been a faring to 
the nation of fomc millions fterling. The 
lands ceded to the Company by Coffin Cawn, 
and all the advantages gained by the depofition 
of Mcer Jaffier, mud appear as much a confc- 
quencc of the battle of Plaflcy, a? the advant- 
ages which were gained immediately after that 
viftory : the whole amounting to 700,000 1. a 
year, may, at 10 years purchafc, be valued at 
7 millions dcrling; the reditution made to the 
fufferers of Calcutta, and what was given by 
Mecr Jaffier to the navy, army, and others, 
may be reckoned at 2,000,000 1. fortunes ac- 
quired fince, at a moderate • computation, 
j, 500,000 1 . the Company themfelves likewife 
received 
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receded from Surajah Dowla and Meet Jaffier, 
1,500,000 !. upon the whole, a clear gain to the 
nation of twelve .millions flerhng. ( 

I fhall conclude this fubjed with appealing to 
the Court of Diredors, for the truth of thefe 
fads, and call upon them to declare jvhether 
they think without the^battie of Plaffey, and its 
confequences, the Eaft-lndia Company would 
hays Tieen at'* this time exiftmg ? As great 
'lumbers of the Proprietors may be unacquaint- 
ed with thefe tranfadions, I hope they will ex* 
cufe the necefiity I ha\ e been under, of laying 
the whole before them, which I fubnut to their 
confederation, juftice, and candour. 


CLIVE. 
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APPENDIX, 


/Meer Jaflier Cawn Eahadr\ /Rajah Dulubnra BahadtX 
/ A fervaflt of the King } ( A fervant of the King » 
V Allumgur the Invincible J ^Allumgur the Invincible / 

Treaty executed ly Meef Jaffier, ( wrote in bis 
^ own Hand.) 

'•’jpSWEAR by God, and the Prophet of 
■** God, to abide by the terms of this treaty 
vrhtlft I have life. 

Meer Mahmud Jaffier Cavan Behadr, 
a Servant of the King Allumgur . 


Treaty made with the Admiral and Colonel Clive, 
Sabut Jung Behadr, the other Counfellors Mr, 
Drake and Mr. Watts, 
ift. Whatever articles were agreed on in 
time of peace with the Nabob Surajah Dowla 
Munfur Ulmemaleck Shah Kulli Cawn Behadr 
Stybuf Jung, I agree to and comply with. 

ad. The enemies of *the Enghfh are my ene- 
mies, whether they be Indians or Europeans. 




^ 

^ j 3 All the effects and factones^elongVng to 
the French in the provinces of Bengal (the 
Paradife of nations) and Bahar and Orix a", 
Ihall remain in the poflcAon of thc^Engldh, 
jfior will I ever allow them any more to fettle lh 
tlic tlifce provinces. ^ 

4th In conffderation of the lolfes winch the 
En^lifh Company have fufhmcd by the cap- 
ture and plunder of Calcutta by the** Nabob 
( and the charges occafioncd by the mainL’1 
.ance of their forces/ 1 will give them one crore 
of rupees. ^ 

v 5th. For the efiedb plundered from the 
Englilh inhabitants of Calcutta, I agree to give 
fifty^ lacks of rupees* f 

f 6 For the effe&s plundered from * the 
Gentoos, Muflulmcn, and others, fubjcdls 'of 
Calcutta, twenty five lacks of rupees ihall be 
given f 11 

7th For the effe&s plundered from the Ar- 
j meman inhabitants of Calcutta 1 will giv e the 
fum^of feven lacks of rupees 3 The diflnbu 
tion of the fums allotted the natives, rngltfh 
inhabitants, Gentoos, and Muflulmen, ihall be 




1 





left to the Admiral and Colonel Clive Sabut 

<n t ■'« fjtv n‘ "a -Vi ’Em • * , 

Jung Behadr, and the reft of the council, to be 
dUpojed of by them to whom they think proper. 

",8th. Within the Ditch which fur rounds the 
j'tij i i i> *o < iM’ 1 1 11 *ri» 

( borders ,of Calcutta are tra&s .of land, belong- 
ing to fcvcral Zemindars ; befides this I will 
grant the Englifh Company' fix hundred yards 
without the ditch, ( • # - t v j'^ \ 

, pthr^ill thf> lands y lying to the ; fouth of 


as far as Culpee, Ihall be under the 
Zemin clary of the Englifh Company ; a"nd all 
the officers of thofe parts ’{hall be under their 
jurifdi&ion ; the revenues to bo paid by "them 
(the Company) in ( the t manner v. ith* other Ze- 
mindars. *■ 1 * 


, t »j 10th. Whenever I demand die Englifh af- 
1 ft fiance, I will be at the charge of the main- 
tenance of their troops.- * ' flJ ’ * 

1 ith. I will not ereft any new fortifications 
.b$ow,Hughly, near the river Ganges. ^ /i - 
-i'j 1 ath. iAs fpon as I am cftablifhed in the go-’ 
yernrpent of 1 the three provinces, the aforefaid 
t'fums ihall faithful!} paid. 
a 1 J> Dated 15th Ramazan, in the fourth year of 
-v f the reign. ' 


Tranjlatm 



tf Ike Sunnod grant fdite Col. Cliv^r 


'* ' . 

t -H'l S MATE ST Y r . 

J mm ■ * 

O N Saturday the iith of Rebbcafancc, irr^ 
the fourth of i the glorious and^happy 
rtlgrf, and the 11711 year of the Hegira^, 
the Rtflalla of the Glory of the, Nobility, and 
Rank, of -Ameers, the, Shrine of Grandeur and 
Dignity; inftrofted both in the ways of De- 
motion andt Wealth, to whom the tree Glory of 
Religion and Kingdoms is known; the Bearer 
'of the* Lance Of Fortitude! and Rcfpedt, the 
‘Embroiderer of tthc Carpet of, Magnificence 
and Greatness, the Support of the Empire and 
'its Dependencies, to whom it is intruded to 
govern and 1 aggrandize the' Empire, and Con- 
Vuctof of Victory m the Battles fpnght for the 
'Dominion of the World; the^Dittributer of 
^Lifc in the Councils of State, to t\hon\ the 
moft ttcret RecefFej of the ^Mvtterics of Go- 
vernment arc difcovered; the Matter of the 
Arts of Penetration anC Circumfpeftion, the 
Bright- 
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Bnghtnefs of the Mirrour of Truth and Fide- 
lity 'ihc Eight of the Torch of Sinccnt) and 
Integrity, who is admitted to, and contributes 
to, the Determinations of the Royal Councils, 
a Participator of the Secrets of the Penetralia 
•of Tncndfhip, who prefixes equally MWr the 
Sword and Pen, Moderator of the Affairs-of 
the^fth, of the Cawns of the moft 

-Waited—: rank, the Pillar of Ameers of the 
grenteft Splendor, the Trufl: of the zealous 
Champions of the Faith, the Glory of Heroes 
m the Fields of War, and Admimftrators of 
the Affairs of the immovable Empire , Coun- 
sellor of enlightened Wifdom and exalted Dig- 
nity, 'adorned with Friendfhip and Honours, 
endo ved with Dignity and Difcretion. Pillar 
of the Dofrunions of Soloman, the Diftnbutor 
of Glory, Buxey of the* Empire, Ameer of 
* f A.meers, Hero of the Empire, Tiger of the 
Country, Mahmud Ahmeed Cawii, the bravp 
j Tiger of War, the Commander m Chief of the 
‘Forces glorious by. Victory ? the Tjgej of 

Hwfl, mighty in Battle. 

a i t I 
i lu. jl 


3 


And 



Ui n n 
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And in the time of the WagaMag&rrec $f 
the leift of the domefhcs of the Court of Glo-” 
i) and Majefty Sooklaal. 

This was written, the command (above) was 
paffed,*that Colonel Clive, an European, be^ 
favoured with a Munfut* of the rank of 6oqo 
and 5000 horfe, and the title of ** Fjower of 
f< the Fmpire, Defender of tfi£ Countrj^thc 
(t Brave firm in War.” This was entered tlm*' 
jorh day of Rebbeafance, in the 4th j ear, ac- 
cording to the original. Yaddaht 


FORM 



FORM of ; the SJl G N I N G. 

To the Glory of Nobility, Raul, of Ameett, tb- Sh ine 
of Grandeur, DignU^mtruft'd, &C. Be U entered »Q the 

•o 3 


l nf' 


W«ka 

u 1 ~ £ g | 

^.O ? 0 -'“‘i 8 ,™ § - = >' ; » 2. vAftcr the man- 7 

,~' p 7 S-"ft ao.° Z,5 Der of the 
? 7 1 - - - - r £; | - = •> WaUltiSfT 

6000 Rank ^j> f ‘concluded 

50 ooHotf= - - - ^ 

W n ten on the Day aboye mentioned of the fame Moon, of 
jyf happf Re gn v 4 

>[Suni tyl 1 he b-rttant of Aliuil a c* 
l the War) he King, f hpfe Glory is e 
1 <ju il to that t f Jumlhad, ) in I 
V War, the Flower <Tthc Lc antry, * 

Chief nf the Forces, th~ G!or> 
ffVj&iry, the Tiger of Kind, 

Mahmud Ahmeed Cawn, 
th br-ve t iger of War, 

Buxcy of ih- Empire, 

Ameer o r Ameers, 
the Tiger of the 
Country, 

^Son 4 . 
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, NUMBER iy.J,, .1 % a 

, „ , , , ( . ) I "1 

>7j8. 

/ frit j pit n 
^tranJlaUan of a PerwannaJ? (or Or Her) from tie. 
Nabob Shujah Ulmulk Hoffum o’ Dowlq 
5 Meer Mahmud, Jaffief Cawn Bahdr Moha,but 
Sung, to the honourable^ Prtfh’^pt an<h$>\XCt!* l 

B E it known to the nobldft Of Merchants, 
the Enghfh 'Company, That whfcreas the 
Glory of the Nobihtj , Zubdut Ulmulk Nuf- 
feera Dovvla Colbnel Clive Subat'Jung Behadr, 
has been honoured with a Munfub (or title) of 
the rank of 6oco arid ^ooo horfe from the Im- 
perial Court, and 3 has exerted hinifelf, in con- 
jun&ion with me, with the mofl fteady at 1 -* 
tathment, and in the l moll ftrenubus' manner, 
in' the protedhon of the imperial 'territories 
in recompence thereof, the Pergana (or 'county J) 
t)f Calcutta, Zdc. belonging' to '\he Chufta (o'r 
junfdichon of Hughlcy, % &V. of ( the Sircai 
Sautitgaum, -hfc.i (or treafuty) f dejfend-mt on 
the 5 Calfa Sbereefa and Jagueer, amounting to 
(two hundred and twinn-two thoufand nine 
hundred and fifty eight ShsR*, and fomething 
8 ^ v— »^more, 
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more, conferred by 'the Dewannee Sun'nud (or 
King’s Lord *Treafurer ! of the 'province) oh the. 
Engtith Company, as their Zcmindarrie, com- 
mencing from the month 'Poos, '(or December) 
in the eleven' huisdred 'anil ‘Exty-fouitK "jfe; jrf o'f 
thte" Bengal'S^leV ifrom^the half ’of -.theVraTon 
Kabbcj^oo'fcameel, in' the 'eleven Tiundreti and 
fixtr>firch^vp*t» of the Bengal flyle, is appointed 
tKcTagueer of the glory ; of, 'the, nobility .afdre- 
faid. Itbehoves you ;to look uponthe ' abovl- 
tvrirten. perfon-^s .the JawfutvJagueerda; (or 
Lord) of that place ; . and in the. fame manner, 
ps you formerly delivered, in. the 'due,' rents; of 
the government, according to, the Kifsbundee, 
(5? . YTtaai ..agreement) into ..the .' tfeafury T of ' 
# e .'?“«» > d 'he Jagueer -taking a,, receipt 
,V n fe ,'h'r'fp.l of the Drogha (or Rccciyer- 
p en c tal) ' ; and TMilfltreef, and ’Treafiiperj - noiy 
,! n ;hfe“i”ne':,you,are reghlarly. to. delira; t p 
rtHtefflP^oned Jagueerdar.the rents'igac. 
cording (to ; the ‘Hated payments,, ‘dnd 1 , Receive 
,a, receipt from .the.a'forefaid perfon. dBe punel 
.tuaL m.ithc. drift execution of tM. svsauLi- 



.Written the firft of ZccLaida fun (or }car) 
of the reign. , t 

It is palled. (The Nabob’s mark.), ^ 

N. B. Endorflmcnts. » 

(The Ro\ ran’s Ggmng.) r 

b H \ 

: Copied in the b6oh$ of entered in the 
bool s of the Huzzobv, the Dsiannee, 
t r the i ft of the i ft of the 

6th fun (or > ear) o f the reign, the Mo- 
hurrum, the 6th of the reign. 

, N. B. , 

Signed by the Dewannee 
, Pcfhkcr,ot Accomptant 
Sccretarj . N. B. 

> f Signed by the^Nabob Moon. 

Explanation of the Terms ufed in Colonel C h)C's 
FemaMiabfor bis Je'gucer^ ^ ^ 
K J*envamab t A warrant, or a letter from\ an) 
perfon in a fuperior ftation to a dependant, f t 
r>! "Munful, A digmtj . * i 

'r Calfa Sberetf, The office in which ail the 
King’s accounts are paffi-d. t f - } } ^ 

Jagueer 3 Lands afiigned,. by the King for the 
T A \ mam- 
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niaintcnimce ; of ; 'a MunfuMar, r b? cbiittadiftinfc- 
lion to the Calix. ' It fignifies the revenues -Jap^ 
propriatcd- ro' the ufe of the Subahdre ' and^his • 
family'. • ’ ; - 

• Dcvsannee , The Dewan : is'- Sie ,: Kirig^ agent 
for the collection of his revenues. v{ ^ 

*' 1 'Reibeij The year "'in ^ all' public 'regifters is 
3 ivid^firito>ipp leafons/ the' one' called. Khe- 
'neij =i ^wfhf comprehends 5 tHe 'months ' of Affin, 
•Came, ' Agfiiih, ' Poos, J&Iaug, ; Phagum ; the- 
other Chcif/ Bj'faac/ Iht, "AiTaiy ‘ Sawdn, Bha-. 
min. The latter half of the 'feafon Rclba 
•coriimcnces tft of the month' Aflarj ' on 7 the , 
12th .of, June, from winch 1 time' the Jajjueer - 
Makes place! 

; Hifsbundee, ' A“ contract - from the acquittance 


of a debt by. Hated payments. 

Huzzocrj 'Literally ; the prcfence, applied! by 
way of eminence to the Nabob's court. 

- '/ Uejkihiel; : I have nor had time to inform iny- 
.felf of the'cxaCt meaning of this -word/, but 'be-; 
•lieve it to be the nami of- the , prefen t year) ;the 
regiders of ‘this empire Accounting i aV perpetual 
tcyolumw <aC 
fcreritly named. ’ ! 

/ 
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A Lett hr to Robert Clive, 'ECj* * 

J ci 

-S IlR, j r J 

/^VUR moft fenous attention has been de» 
voted to the commands of our Ho ' 
nournble Employers per Hardwick, naming 
rotation of Governors for the future manage- 
ment of their affairs at this fe^oe^nt^Ssid hav- 
ing duly weighed the nature of this'i''gnr3ttttlfj 
with all its attending confequences, a fjneere 
nconvtdhon of its being, m otir prefent fituation 
/ahd circumftances, repugnant to the true inte 
reft of our Honourable .Matters, and the tvel 
■fare of the fettlcment in genera!, obliges us, 
^though with the utmoft refpedt and deference) 
To behfcve, that had our Employers been" ap 


p lzed of the prefent date of their -affairs m 
This kingdom, they would have placed the pre- 
fidentfhjp m fome one perfon, as the cleared 
■and ^eafiefl: method of conducing their con- 
cerns, as well as preferving and maintaining 
the weight and influence the late happy revolu 
t on has given us Vuth the Soubah of thefe prd^ 


vncea, on which influence, 1 at -the prefent pe- 
riod, th“ intereft and welfare of the Company 
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depends in the higheft degree at this fettlcmcnr. 
The'difEculties we may be liable to by a ro- 
fatten 1 in the cxccuu\ c pan of government) with 
its confequcnces 3 arc fufficiently obvious iri our 
prefent {late ofpaffairs : wc will, however, men- 
tidn only ajfcw points. ,The treaty with 4 the 
Nabob not perfected in* all its branches;* the 
pofleffions of the lands incomplete ; the fettle- 
ment hiMio po^uitf of defence ; the Prench con- 
fidei^ihp^nforced with military and a t fleet; 
their defigns with refpeft to Bengal hitherto 
unknown ; and the impoflibihty of imprefling a 
proper idea of this divided power in the minds 
of the Soubah and others* of this kingdom, who 
have at all times been accuftomed to the govern- 
ment of a fingle jperfon. A little reflection will 
introduce many more, and clearly evince t thc 
necefiity of this addrefs. 1 ^ 

_)The gentlemen nominated Governors, in thd’ 
Honourable Company's commands pfr fr Hard- { 
wick, have the ^ higheft fenfe of gratitude for ‘ 
die honour^ conferred on them by our Em- 
ployers in their appointment, but deem them- 
felves in duty bound, at tins juncture of affairs, 
to wave all ^ perianal honours and advantages 

and 
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and declare* as their, fenriment, /That a rotation 
s in,the executive part of go\en)ment, for^e 
foregoing r^afons, .would be extremely prejudi- 
cial to the, real intcreft of the ..Company,; ^in 
.which opinion wc unanimoufly. .concur, and 
judge it for the welfare of our Honourable Em- 
ployer's, and of) the fettlement jn general, x to 
deviate in this inflance' frdm the , commands of 
pur Honourable Matters, anvLfix theSsrcfidcnt- 
dhip ,in a fingle perfon, till we hc^jirtbeijropr 
Europe. 

v Your being named as head of the General 
Committee, (in the letter of the 3U of Au- 
gutt laft) cftablifhed at that time, for conducing 
t the Company’s affairs in Bengal; your eminent 
ferviccs^abilities, and merit, together with your 
.fuperior weighted influence with the prefent 
Soubah andhis officers, are motives which have 
great force with Ui on this occafion, and all 
concur in pointing out you as the perfon beft 
‘ able 1 to Tender our Hon. Emplo)crs ncceffary 
fcrvice at this juncture, rill they fhall make 
their further plcafure known, by the appoint- 
jhent of a Frefulcnt for their affairs here. 


Thefc* 
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r 0 TKMe reafons urge us to make you 1 an j offer 
Of being Prefident of the Company’s affairs In 
Bengal, till a perfon is appointed by^theiH^- 
'nourable Company, and we flatter 1 ouHclves 
! jou wiU be m (luted to accept of our offer} from 
jour worked regard to the interefi of our _Hd- 
nourable Employers, and zeal for the welfare of 
their affairs, which, we houbt not, you aie, as 
well a ,> *<5urfel\£s,‘'£on\ meed will be much pre- 
judiw « b-z-arotation in the executive part of 
government 1 

1 '"VVe wait your reply, and ha\e the honour 
to be, 1 3 

SIR, J 

Your theft obed and moft humb Servants, 
1 ' Wm Watts » * 

1 Fort IVVliam , C ManmnghanL 

26 th Jun?) 1758 Rich Beecher.^ 
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J&lues out of ib: Court Bools of lb) Eafl India 

t j t ' ■) if x i 

A 7 i Court of Dtre&ore fold, on ^Ved- 
ncfdty, February 6, 17 54, Minutes of* 
the Committee of Correfpondcnce, dated the 
5th inftant, being read, it t>as tinammpufly. lj 
Refilvtfi That a ivftrd fet with diamonds, 
to the value of 500I be profited b) Court 
to Capt< "Robert CU\c, as a to^o ^nC-ih etr 
eftcem for him, and fenfe of his fingular Ser- 
vices to the Company upon the coaft of Coro- 
mandel 

At a general Court held on WednelHay, De- 
cember ai, 1 757, on a motion, ^and the queftioft 
being pur, jj was ^ 

Refohed, That the Thanks of this General 
Court be grven to'Licutcnant Colonel Robert 
Clive, ./or his eminent and fignal fervices to this 
Company ’ " 1 ' 

At general Court held on Wedne/day* 
Sept 24, 1760, the ChJirman from the Couft 
of Directors informed this Court, that fucH 
unpoT- 
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importantf'fervices had^ been rendered to the 
Company in the' Eaft-Indies by Vice-Admiral' 
Pocock, and the Colonels Clive and Lawrence,' 
as Speared from 'the » accounts formerly laid 
before this' c Courr/ and lately received, to -de- 
mand fame farther marks of the Court’s fenfe. 
thereof' than 5 had been already exprefied*; and 
moving the Court" thereupon, it .was on the 
queftion * ’ 1 ' ■* . b 

R*f*i*ted Jnanimovjlyy That the thanks of this j 
Court be given to Vice-Admiral Pocock, Co-, 
lonel Robert Clive, and Colonel Stringer Law- 
rence, for their many eminent and %nal fer* 


vices to this Company. 

^ And another motion being made, 4 1 
Ordered, Tfiat the Chairman and Deputy-* 
Chairman, jWait upon ^thofe Gentlemen, J ahcf 
acquaint^ them with' this mark of this Court’s 
great regard for their fervices. 1 ’ 3jrj O 

c, .u ° IVj j 

And another being made, it was ' on ^ the 
queflton * < , noO 


^rJZtfcivedjttnanimmyk, Thatthe Chairman and 
Deputy, twheqj they wait upon Vice-Admiral 
Pocock, Colonel jClive, and Colonel Lawrence/ 

-toorri G , ‘ ‘ ' ‘ kill 
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will defire thofc Gentlemen to give their con* 
fent that their Portraits, or Statues, be taken, 
in order to be placed in fome confptcuous parrs 
of this Houfc , that their eminent and fignal 
fervices to this Company may be ever had 
jn remembrance, 


NU M- 



t ‘33 

. . . 11 .w -jh^IcU M B l £ K HU' -mso i i". 

t £$? of the Company's Utter 'to Colonel Clive, 

*r"vj j( ok 1 dated March 8, '1758- 

If i Si r, li ir j I** "i n» » r il: V 

O UR5 fentiments 'of .’gratitude 'fort the 
many great fcrvices you have rendered to 
this Company, together with the thanks of the 
General Court, have been hitherto conveyed 
thro* t!ft channel of our general letters, but 
the late extraordinary and unexpected revolu- 
tion in Bengal, in which jou had fo great a 
(hare of adtion, both in the Cabinet and the Field > 
merits our more particular regard ; and we do 
accordingly embrace this opportunity of re- 
turning you our molt fincere and hearty thanks 
for the zeal, good conduct, and intrepidity, 
which you have fo eminently exerted on this 
glorious occafion, as well as for the great and 
fold advantages resulting therefrom to the Eaft- 
India Company. 

"■ We earneflly wifii your health may permit 
your continuance in India for fuch further term 
as will give you ap opportunity of fecuring 
the foundation you have laid, as hkewife to 
give yout affiance in. putting the company’s 
G 2 Mercantile 
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Mercantile and Cril Affairs on a proper and ad- 
vantageous footing, upon the plans now trans- 
mitted 

For this purpofe, as well as m confideration 
of your eminent fervices, we have appointed 
you, Gozerncr and Prefident of Fort TVtlham in 
Bengal, .and its dependencies, in the manner 
mentioned ui the Gen-ral Letter by this con- 
veyance, to which we have annexed cn addi- 
tional allowance of One Thoufand Pounds a 
year, as a teftimony of our great regard for 
you \\ e are, 

2 our loving Friends, 

Lonpon Match 8, 

1738 

( Jo u n Domep, John Payne, 

G Steevens, Lau Sulivan, 

c Charles Chambers, J Raymond, 
John Browne, Chrif Burrow, 

M Weftern, M Impey, 

^ p Hen Hadley, John Manflnp, 
j Timothy Tulhe, Tho‘ Phipps, 

Cha Gough, John Raymond, 

^ Tho* Saunders, * Rob Jones 
To the Hen Robert Cine, Ef$, 


U M B 
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Ompatsfs i General Letter Jo Bengal, dated - 
1 \ i March 8, 1758. n r 

VmgraphT N our Letter of the 3d infttnr, we 
the 23d i lamented tfce fituation of the many 
unhappy people^who had loft their property on 
the capture of Fort William, and had no re- 
lief from the treaty concluded with the late 
Nabob , in companion to their fuffettngs we 
recommended your applying to him on their 
behalf for relief, if you had the leaft probabi- 
lity of fucceedmg. It is with great pleafurc 
we find, that the late happy revolution and 
your care, have produced what we had very 
little rcaran to expedt from the late Nabob. 
A grant" from the prefect Nabob of fuch 
large fums to^make good the Ioffes of the fe- 
veral inhabitants, as we ate fatnficcl'are much 
more than Sufficient to indemnify them, even 
with intereft thereon. Altho* the Nabob gives 
the company a crore of rupees, *yct when the 
immenfe expence of maintaining the fettle- 
•menKaHFulta, the military charges of our 
foops from Fort St. George and Bombay, and 
G 3 the 
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the hazard thofe PreCdencies have been ex~ 
pofed to by drawing them off from thence, 
the charges of fortifications and rebuildings, 
replacing {lores, increafe of our garrifon, the 
lofs of ‘a feafon’s invcftments, if not more, and > 
many other obvious particulars are taken'into 
the account, it will appear that the Company ' 
will ftill be confiderable fufFerers: It is highly 
reafcnable therefore, if the feveral inhabitants 
are paid out of the money flipulated in the 
treaty with the Nabob for that purpofe, the 
full amount of their rcfpe&ive Ioffes, together 
with intereft thereon, that all the furplus fhould 
be applied to the Company ’s,Ufe. We {hall, 
expefl to hear you have afled in this manner, 
and that fuch furplus has been accordingly de~ 
pofited in our cafh; and we dircft that you 
obferve this as a role for jour conduct, in the 
'diftribution of any further fums of money on 
this account. We do not intend by this to 
break in upon any fores of money which 
have been given b) rhe Nabob to particular 
perfoi.s by way of f«cc*giftor gratuity for their 
Hr vices, it is the furplus cf thr fums we mean 
whiji are agreed to be paid by the Nabob in 
' the 
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the~5th, 6th, and 7th article of the treaty with 
him. It is thought proper here to acquaint 
you, that fuch furpluffes, whatever they .are, 
we propofe to expend in fuch manner, as will 
tend to the general utility and fccurity of the 
Cettkmeat, they ate therefore to be refected 
for otir farther orders: And you arc hereby 
directed to trarifmit us, for our information, 
exatt accounts of every .perfon’s lofs, whether 
EogUfh dr other inhabitants, on the late cap- 
ture of fort Will am, and what has been paid 
to each of them in particular, by way of in- 
demnification for the fame, out of the moneys 
granted by the Nabob for that purpofe. * 


Tranflathx 
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T ranjlaiton of a Treaty ietweeff, the { Nabob Meet 
Mahmud Coffin Cawn and the Company. ^ J 
/Company ’s\ f Mccr .Mahmud . ^ 

f \J Seal. / \Coffin Cawn Bahader.,^ 

T WO treaties have been written of the ( 
'fame tenor, and reciprocally exchanged,, 
containing the articles undermentioned, be- 
tween Mecr Mahmud Coffin Cawn Bahader, 
and 'the Nabob Sheemfo Dowla Bahader, Go*/ 
vernor, and ihe reft of the Council for the Af- 
fairs of the Englilh Company, and during the 
life of Mecr Mahamud Coffin Cawn Bahader, 
and the duration of the fa&ones 'of the Eng- 
li(h Company in this Country, this agreement 
ftiall remain in force. God is ivitnefs between i 
us that the following articles ffiall in no wife 
be infringed by either party. * _ 

[Article I The Nabob, Mecr Mahmud Jaf- 
fierCawn Bahader, fhall continue in poHefllon ^ 
of his dignities, and all affairs be tranfacled m , 
his name, and a fuitable income be allowed for ; 
his expen ccs. 

Art. It. The Neabut of the Subadarne of 
Bengali, Azemabad, and Orixa, fife., fltall _ 
be conferred by his Excellency (the Nabob) 

oa 
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on Meer Mahmud, Coffin Cawn Bahadur; he 
fliall be veiled with the adminiftration of a\l_ 
affairs of , the' provinces, and; after his ' Excei - 1 
lency,- he, (hall fuccecd to the Government; * 
Art. Ill; • .’Betwixt, us, and Meer M aha mud 
Coffin Cawn Bahadetya firm ;friendlhip ; 'and< 
union" ts jedabliffied ^ this enemies are ou^en'er; 
mie's^ahd his friends are«our.friends. .. 

% rt ■ IV The Europeans.' and Talirigas of ) 

‘ the Engliih army, fiiall be ready to affift the.. 
Nabob Meer' Manamud Coffin, Cawn Bahader,.- 
in 'the management’ of ail affairs-, and, in all’ 
affairs dependant on. him, they ftiall exert them- 1 
felves to the utmoft of their abilities. •• . 

K/lrt. VY In. all charges , of , the Company; ] 
and'of tht’ faid aYmyr andy. provinces for theil 
filiedi (ic. the,, lands ,of. Burdwan and., Mi- / 
napoorj and Chittagaum (hall be aOigned. '-endri 
funnuds for that. purpofc ftiall 'be written and 
granted: the Company is to ftandtoall Ioffes, 
and receive all the profits'of thefe three couh-- 
tri«i and.ive will , demand no more than the ' 
three' alignments aforefajd, _ . , _ 

} f*VI. One -.half .of,' the cherrams .pro- 
duced at Sik-t for, three year?, (hal! be pur- - 
■ * chafed 
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chafed by the Gomaftah of the Company from 
the people of the Government,' at ‘the cufto- 
roary Tate of ‘ that place. The tenants and in- 
habitants of thofe diftri&s fltall receive no in- 
jury. •* • ' * * - 

• 'Art. VII. The ballance of the former tun- 
caw fhall be paid according to the kiftbundee 
agreed upon with tht Royroyans ; the jewels 
which have been pledged fhall be reteived back 
again. * » * • f 

Art. VIII. We will not allow the tenants 
of the Sircar to fettle in the lands of the Eng- 
lifh Company ; neither fliall the tenants of the 
Company be allowed to fettle in the lands of 
" the Sircar, ’ * 

Art. IX. ’We will give no fsforedtion to the 
dependants of the Sircar' in the lands, or in 
the factories of the Company; neither fliall any 
protection be given to the dependants of the 
Company in the lands of the Sircar; and 
whofoever fliall fly to either party for refuge 
fii all be given up. 

Art. X. The meaQires for the war or peace 
with the Shah Zada, and railing fupplies of 
money, 'and concluding both thefe points^ fliall 

be 
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be weighed in the fcale of' reafon, and what- 
ever is judged expedient (hall be put in execu- 
tion ; and itdhall be fo contrived, by the joint 
Counfellors, that he be removed from this 
country, nor fuffered to get any footing in it: 
■whether there be peace with the Shah Zada or 
nor, our agreements with Meer Mallamud 
Cawn Bahader, we will^by the Grace of God) 
inviolably* obferve, as long as the Englifh- 
Company factories continue in this country. 
Dated the 17th of the* month Jeffer, in the 
year 1 1 74 of the Hegira. , , 

(Sign manual of Meer Mahamud Coffin 
Cawn.) This was fealed on the 18th 
of the month of JefFer, in the eleven 
hundredth and 74th year of the Hegi- 
ra, and the propofals are agreed to. 


finis. 



THE 


O p I N I O N 

* OF THE 

Honourable Charles Yorke } 

TOUpHI NG 

LOR’D CLIVE’S JAGHIRE, 

Taken by; the Court of Directors, nnd read* to 
the General Court (of Proprietors, held at 
Merchant Taylors Hall, on Wednefday tho 
ad of May, 1764. % r 

T HERE are ttvo quell ions to be confider- 
ed in this cafe. The firft (in order) Is 
'the jutifdi&ion of the court of Chancery. The 
fecond vC, upon the merits of the demand, I 
will confider the merits of the demand in the 
firft place ; becaulejf Lord Cine is intitled in 1 
jnfticc to the tent bluing out of the lands grant- 
edb) Meerjaffier to the Company', they trill 
(?s they ought) turn Chancellors againft them- 
fcl\cs } and not think it for their* honour that 
the relief prajed ftiould be denied, meiely Upon 
a defedfc of jutlfdiftton in the cauit of Chan- 
cers, 
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And I nrnft own, after confidering this quef- 
tion, upon the pleadings and papers laid before 
me, I have no doubt upon the right of Lord 
Clive to the rent or Jaghire demanded. The 
grant of the lands to the Company was made by 
Meer JafEer in the year 1757 (out of which the 
rent was referved to him, as Nabob of the pro- 
vince.) The rent fo referv cd was aligned by 
the Nabob to Lord Clive in 17 59. Both grants 
flowed from the fame authority j and therefore 
in a queftion between the Eafl India Company, 
as grantee of the lands from Meer Jaffier, and. 
Lord Clive, as grantee of the rent ; it appears 
to me immaterial to enter into fuch obje&ions 
as might be made either by the Mogul, or the 
fucccflor of the Nabob Meer Jafher, to the 
form or fubftancc of thofe grants. They both 
‘claim and deri\e uftder the fame granter; and 
{ the Eafl. India Company cannot raife an objec- 
* tion againft the grant to Lord Clive, founded 
on the want of right and power in the Nabob, 
which will not impeach their own. If Lord 
Clive, asailrvantof the Company, had been 
bolmd by covenants or bje 1 rvs not to accept 
any rewards from the Indian princes, o t inferior 

fovt- ^ 
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Sovereigns in the Mogul empuc, or from the 
die Mogul, without licence of the Company 
or Court of Dire&ors (even for fetvices perform- 
ed to thofc princes, not immediately relative to 
the commerce of the Company), I fhould have 
thought that he would have been bound, by 
fuch covenants or by-laws, to renounce and re- 
linquilh > fuch “rewards or advantages; and hq 
might have been liable, in fuch cafe, to da? 
mages at law, or to an account in a court of 
equity. But I am of opinion, that the queftion 
of right, in this inftance, is to be confidcred, 
not upon the ftnft abfolute merits (according to 
the laws and conftitution of the Mogul empire), 
but relatively, as between the Eaft India Com- 
pany, the grantee of the lands from Meer 
jaffier, and Lord Clive the grantee of the fame 
Nabob, of a rent iffuing hnd refen ed out of 
thofe lands, when granted to the Company, j 
And I am alfo of opinion, that this queftion’- 
ought to be determined between his Lordlhip 
and the Company, up$n the fame principles as 
the like queftion would be determined arifmg 
between the owner of lands in England fub- 
je£t to a rent, and the grantee or aflignee of 
H 2 **’■’■* 
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kite, in a care where it « ok fuggc&d or pre- 
tended, that the fervants and receivers of the 
Company in India are, or yet have been, inter- 
rupted in the receipt of thefe rent! ; and there- 
fore the bill 13 brought by Lord Clive in Chance- 
ry, in the lame manner, and upon the fame 
grounds, and may be £ntfcrtained by the. court 
upon thtffame principles, as in every cafe of a 
demand by the grantee of a rent or annuity Hid- 
ing out of lands againft the owner of fuck lands 
for the arrears and growing payments j which 
jurifdittion might be cxercifed between patties 
refident in England by way of account, whether 
the lands lay in Ireland, or the Plantations, or 
in any other country. The reafon is, becaufe 
the Defendant in all thefe cafes, fo far as the 
rent or annuity extends, is to be regarded as a 
truftce, bailiff, or receKer fdr the plaintiff. And 
I am of opinion, that this jurifdi&ton is exer- 
cifed merely between the parties refident and^ 
amcfnable to the procefs of the court ; that is, 
it afts inferfonam, noj in rtm ; nor is it to be 
compared with cafes of title, v/hcre'fhe court dc- 
r®™, w trt\e. deeds to be delivered 
• up, or perpetual injunctions to quit poffeffion ; 
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that rent, in a cafe where both parties derived 
from the fame original granter. As to' the 
queftion of jurifdi&ion, I have already faid, 
that I am fatisfied, if the Directors and Pro- 
prietors fee the merits of Lord Clive's demand 
in the f&me light in which it {hikes me, they 
will turn Chancellors againfl themfelves. It is? 
for the honour of that great Company to a£fc 
upon fuch principles, not only with foreign 
merchants, trading companies, and foreign 
ftates and fovereigns, but with their own fer- 
vants. Imuflfaj, however, that I have no 
doubt upon the , point of jttnfdiflw in Chan- 
cery.- < i 

That court, as a court of equity, adts by itrf 
decrees, not in ren, but in perfonarp ; and there- 
fore if the defendant (the Eaft India Company) 
againfl whom an account of the profits of the 
^land is prayed, is amefnable to the proccfs and 
juftice of Chancery (as moft certainly the Com- 
pany is), the only queftion to be confidered will 
be. Whether the relief pra} cd by the plaintiff 
is fuch as can be given by the court againfl the 
defendant. Now the. relief praved is merely by 
Way of account of rents and payment of the jag- 

hiri. 
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Kicc, in a cafe where it is not fuggeSed or pre- 
tended, that the fervants and tccei\ex3 of the 
Company in India arc, or yet have been, inter- 
rupted in the receipt of thefe rents ; and there- 
fore the hill \3 brought by Lotd Clive in Chance- 
ry, in the fame manner, and upon the fame 
grounds, and may be enttrtained by the court 
upon the.* fame principles, as in every’ cafe of a 
demand by the grantee of a rent or annuityiflu- 
ingoutof lands agatnft the owner of fuch land3 
for the arrears and growing payments ; which 
jutifdiflion might he cxercifed between parties 
rcfidcnt in England by way of acamt, whether 
the lands iay in Ireland, or the Plantations, or 
in any other country. The reafon is, becaufe 
the Defendant in all thefe cafes, fo far as the 
rent or annuity extends, is to be regarded as a 
notice, bailiff, or receiver fdr the plaintiff. And 
I am of opinion, that this jurifdiftion is exer- 
dfed merely between the parties refident and^ 
amcfnable to the procefs of the court ; that is, 
it afts f nftrfir.tm, no[ m rim; nor is it to be 
compared with cafes of title, v/hcre'fhe court de- 
crees pofleffion, or title, deeds to be delis ereil 
• up, or perpetual injundtions to quit pofleflion ’ 

6 or 
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or where it directs iflues of faft to be tried by 
juries at common law, upon boundaries, or 
upon the validity of deeds or wills, in refpedtof 
the execution of them, or their validity as in- 
ftruments. In cafes of this latter kind, the 
court, both by its inierlocutcry and final decrees, 
in lome fort gives relief upon the merits of the 
ftrift title, to the thing in queftion. Bat the re- 
lief prayed by Lord Clive’s bill does not involve 
any fuch queftion on confideration. 

Upon . the whole, I am of opinion with the 
filaintijfi both upon the merits and the jurifi 
diflisn. " 

a y o r k c: 

April 28/ 1764* 


THE ‘ 



, THE 

OPINION 

D F 

. Sir Fletcher Norton. 


I Have always been of opinion from die firft 
reading of this cafe, that it was rrfofl advife- 
able for the defendants to ’fettle this difpute 
with Lord Ch\ euport the bell terms they could ; 
for I think, both as to the point of jurifdiflion, 
and the queftion upon the merits, there can be 
no defence made to the bill ; and I intended to 
ha\e ghen a full opinion, with my reafons for 
it, but being called upon for my opinion in 
haftc this morning I have nht time to do it. 

• . FLETCHER NORTON. 1 

Lincoln’s Inn, 2 d May ? jjfi*. 
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ORD CLIVE ' s SPEECH 


J N 


The HOUSE of COMMONS, £fo 


[ T is with 'great diffidence that I attempt to Jpeah to 
this Houle, but I find myfelf fo parucufarlj called 
upon, that I muft mahe the attempt, though I fhould 
fpofe m>felf m fo doing With what confidence < can I 
enture to give my fentiments upon a fubjeft of fuch na- 
onal confequence, who myfelf fiand charged with having 
cen the caufe of the prefent melanchojy fituanon of &' 
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tcrtimed of. my conduX before thefe , Charges, were ^ejeMbf 
;‘ 3S 3gaiiUk We.^^itfor ‘‘tto .1 v/ifii\'to lay, /my* cqn'duft^cfqre ] 
to M<ffixV'of this Houfc only •>— I fpeal^ , I ike wife, , f.o 3 my> Or. 
'■ 5 'try in ' general^ upon ‘whom I ptii,myfejf M not qnly,,>yuhqt)t‘j 
" /lliXan cc i r ' but ‘ with .alacrity . , . ; vl \j .dH 

J - * ' , i „ M > ' - ,*«'-! u* * 1 inn ’"I 1 fJVJw 

bm: lx is 1 v/cU known that I was called, upon, in. the’p 
'■•'i 764^’ by- a General Courti - to junderrakc { the,, managemt 
h of the - Company's affairs in Bengal, y&en.thcy, wtfe.in 
-very critical and dangerous' fituatiqnl It is as weir know 
that my Circumftances were independent and affluent. Hap; 
in the fenfc of my ( pad conduX. and, fervices, < happy, ,in n 
• family^ liappy' in my connexions,.. happy- in cvery^thing & 
u my health’, which I loft in .the Company's jferyicc, never, tod 
' regamed~T his fituation, A this ; happinefs, !- relinquidied at .al 
* J call of tile ‘Company, to go to a far diftant, unhealthy cliitiffl 
L to ^undertake ’ the ^envious talk of Reformation— My ^eneou 
J ;wiir fuppoie, ' that I was .aXuated by mercenary. motives.?;® 
°this ‘ftoufc, and my. Country at. large, i; will,, M, ..hope, jthifli 
"‘more liberally. They will conceive that-Jf, .undertook tfhi 
expedition from a .principle, .of gratitude, 3 .from a-a.iJjoirfti'O 
jjhonour/’^nd, from a .defire of^doingijcffential./ervice tfatthi 
^ompany, under whofe- aufpices i I .had acquircdjjnyVforwm 
ana mytaroe. 1 , 


’ _My 1 .byj no means, jpl«- 


•endeavours to ferve the Company the pthtrj ^eleven, y.-d 10 ^', 
V«f well they might wW r Vo” the Company, were not willing 


1 J»l l f 1 ff 10 1 Mi/} 1 

lit' theiHgobd purpofes fhould be accomphfhed : jby J me 
Tiey^TtfflT gk\ { 2 all [T poflible ohftru£ion to my ^ acceptances of 
Government, i!i\d * afterwards declined inverting ^me with 
iofe^Pownfi, -\UthtiliV which I could not ^ have (} a&ed ^efFec- 
ial)y, for the benefit of the Compan) Upon my arrival m 
Iencal, I found .the Powers given were /o loofelf and 
sfuincatiy worked, that they were immediately contested jby 
he CbGnctl X ^as determined, however, to f put, the moft 
xtenf^ve conftru&ion upon them, becaufe I was, determined to 
lo my duty to my Country „ f * 

, H 3 * « 1 

‘ . 1 I 

Three Paths' were' before' me One was flrewed with 
* i / 

ibundance of fair advantages I might have put m)feif 

it tfie’’ head of the Government as I found it_ I might 
have encouraged Ihe 'Refolution which the Gentlemen (| had 
taken, Hot to execute the new 1 Covenants, 'which prohibited 
the recfcipt-bf'> r Prefents“ and although I had executes! j tie 
CovenaHts>n m yfelf,' ) I might have contrived to return to 
Encla^ ' with *an immenfe fortune; mfamoufly ^adcleci to'tbe 
one before honourably obtained Such an increase of ^wealth 
mightochaveu added 'to 1 my weight in this Countr}/ but *jc 
rtould not have Padded to my p£ace of mind , be£auie all 
menobfyihonor and fehtimenc Jvbuld hate jurtly condemned 


: "'PindWo my PdlverV thus difputed, 0 1 might in defpair fnve 
%n eft! fap (he comBoW health, and Tiave left Bengal without 
making an’ effort 1 13 five St —Such a C^qtidufb -would have beep, 
deefned the efieft fcf Folly and Cowardice f " 

Hi * nqpo^Jrt m/ ^ i J Mi 

{ 



jthjrd jPath \ps intnqitej Dangers and dififcu|ues rtre 
ooj e.v?,ry fide / JBut Irefohed to purfqe it In fho r, Iwa^ 
determined to do my duty, to the Public, although ^ piculcj 
incur the odium of the whole Settlement The welfare of the. 
Company ^requited f vigorous exertion, and I took $c, jejoJ 
Jution of cleanfing the Augean Stable -) j i ) J 


It was that Conduct which has occafioned the pub} c ppen 
to teem with fcurrility and abufe pgainft me, ever fince mj 
return to England It was that Conduct which occafionet! 
thefe Charges But it was that Conduct v^hich enables m« 
now, when the day of Judgment is con e, to look my Judge 
m the Face— .It was that Conduft which enables me*' was 
-to lay my hand upon my heart, and moft foIdmnly„to declare 
to this Houle, to the Gallery, and to the whole World a 
large, that ! 1 hever, in a fingle Inftarice, ’ loft fight of whi 
I thoughl * the Honor and true Jnrercft of my Colmtry 5nc 
the Company, that I was never guilt) of any a£wW 
lence or oppreftion, unleft the bringing offenders to Juftic 
can be deemed fo , that as to extortion, fuch an Idea neve 
entered into my mind, that I did not lufter^hofe under pi 
to commit adts of violence, opprelfton, / or extoftton , tba 
my influence was never employed for the advantage o^a n 
man, contrary to the ftridlefl: principles of Honor and Juftice 
and that fo far from reaping any benefit myfelf from th 
expedition, I returned to England many thoufind pound 
out of pocket —A FaQr of which this Houfe will prefently b 
convinced 


i Th 


[Vi 1 

The Houle Swill, 1 1 hop f e£* permit me to lay beforV^hem/ a 
ateW ’till! Charges I have alluded toj Iis well as of thd 
fannet in ivhich they were conveyed to 'me < If 1 r ^ 1 f 7J * 

h J1 i I j ' ill ’ 1 I Jill 

THE^rirfl: public Intimation T had of them, was bytheTol- 1 
Wing Letter from the Company’s Secretary # } 


!« Mv 1 Lord, a 1 


T HE Court of Directors of the Eas't Imdia Company* 

■ 1 hiving lately Received feveral Papers, ( containing 
Charges , refpe&ing the Management of the Company’s Af- 
1 fairs in Bengal, wherein your Lordlhip is made a Party, 

4 I am commanded to fend to you tfie enclofed Copies there- 
4 of, and at the fame Time to acquaint your Lordlhip, that 4 
4 if you -have any Obfervations to make thereon, the Court of 
Diredlors would be glad to receive them as exptfdmoufly as 
“ may be convenient to your Lordlhip. , 

^ ,f “ 1 am, with great Relpefb, 
j! , ct , My Lord, r 


i * 

i j 

r j 

om ' yii j 


J i it - « ^YourTLoRDSHir’s 
«t India House, - *. 1 


)th Jail 'iyj 2 . 

i it < 
t 1 


■j j T Moft obedient and 
3 1 KZ Moft humble Servant, 


1 I 

U i ** P* MICH ELL, Secretary/^ 


Tie Right Hen, Lord Clive. 


5 


Mr 



it ! 9 :•] 


The Cti'irgi-J : r ; fl»U ‘ flriefly'ftatoin.c the •j&BOTahglorder; 

. . tr-i.tiKaP) *' . 

r ,.FjRST ?u .a,Monopp ( ly r of. Cotton.— Trade was not^my^pro- 
ellion.!, ,My r , line, -has jjeen military, and ‘political, f owe 
Jlj^/Jiave^jn. the.-world to if my,, having been, at t Ae head 
if | an {■ army ; r and as ; to • Cotton— I .know noj^morc^abou^ it 
han. p the,Pope,of Rome.,, ^ ’ lr j < 


‘The focond 'Charge againli me’ is'V Monopoly of 'Diamonds. 
\nd "tills ‘aifo l 'ihaTl gct rid ‘of** in's a' few "words;— There "arc 


)nly ;two> channels . by which a fervant of. . the Company can, ' 
tfth ^propriety,' remit . his t fortune., . . The one, , by , paying ; the 
money into^the treafury in.-lNDiA-V and . receiving bills ,uppn 
be;Coripany, . payable in England j , the other , by .’Diamonds. 


By the acquifition of the Doannee,' 1 and * the iuceefsful 
endeavours pof 3 the Selcft ...Committee,, the . Company’s ^treafury 
was qfo; rich/ that we could not. have been .juftified/.in; drawing 
billsi/upbn the: Company. ] It. was. necefiary.- 1 fhould,,. income 
mode,, remits the. amount ~ t of) my ,J aghi re. For purpofe, 
andjiforo'.this only, I , font an agent, { into , a diftant and r indepen r 
dehtnCountryjfto; make , purchafes of Diamonds. ; n -Thofcj Dia- 
monds; w ere not font home clandestinely •, .'I ■ caufedj.thern to be 
iegiftered I ,-paid the duties upbn ;them, and . thefe /remit- 
,tances i c upon } the \yhole, . turn .out . three pen Centl^vorfe than 
bills of exchange mjon.^the. .Cnmjjan.v-: — TZhis. 'is. 5j.,t,bnnw: 
of a Monopoly of Diamonds. *-; n , r j - . ‘ 





J ,. 10 ^ 


•s^K£ : ' third 'Charge.-is, [Frauds V, in > the ’Exchange- JCtistJTcl 
the- n Gold (Coinage} — This.: >is:.a vfubjeft: very much - ; out- ■ 
my ifphere^ I 'am ‘totally ruhacquainted -with ther proportion 
of gallery, \and ahe mixture ,bF metals; - ^&ll ’I catfifp'eakr 
19 > the- 'principle upon’ tvihich' ■'we ' formed r-the iplan 'ofcur Go! 
Coinage, or «/;-• i . ' ’ ' ’ ** *""! ^ 

.EvtRYi.bodjr knows, that Silver /is ; the ; only : current ,Coi 
In; Bengal, and : that 'Gold' Is merely;. a -Tpecies of mei 
qhandize. - .The .Sele&. Committee, apprehenfive that the pn 
digious., annual , drains .of Silver to . China and other *pla?t 


would - foon occafion a r fcarcity . of thac f i metal . in^.BENCii 
confiderecL ‘of .-means to obviate the ; bad effe&jof thofe.eJ 
ports, i "We knew that, there 'mu ft- be .great , quantities,^ * 
Gold -in .the* .country, . and we hoped -to.jniake; it .circulate i 
Coin.— Hence the jqftablifhmcnt -of the . ,GoId'.. k Currervc 
Whether it anfaered our^purpofc.or not, I -cannot^ fajr^.as 
.did, noq yemhin .in .Bencai. long enough n to , .experience t| 
.effedl^of^it.p^But this I know, thacthe nifty .and mmt .mafh 
byj^whofe . judgment we were ; guided,. ^w^s. 3 .a ; very .able.ai 
" a J1 .very, f ttoneft . man,, .and, has, f I underhand, . giy en .a. jfuUjV 
-fntisfadlory explanation .of his .plan to ,-the Cpurt-.^r .Direftq: 
With regard to myfclf, .1 ftull only after t, that I did ; [n 
. receive a farthing advantage from it, and that I never fent 
dinglpRdpefi or- Gold Mohur tp be coined irimy lifei ' r/ - ■' *f l 

fourth / Charge jus , this/ extraordinary .title.-— A-bM 
-Titpo'y - of Sait, Bta’jt Nut, and,;. Tobacco/ and. other..- comm 
jdlucsyjwhich.occtftqncd the late .famine. — How -a Monopq 

V ; ‘ . a ’ 


C ii 1 

• Salt , Belle Nut, and Tobacco, m the years 176$ and 1766, 
mid occafion a want of 1 Ratr, arid fcnrcity of Rtce in die 
ar 1776 , jis- pad my comprchenfion I confefs llh Cannot 
ifwcr fhat part of this article. And as to" other Qommoduteu 
theythaye 'hot /been (fpecified, J cannot fa> 1 any thing to 
icai —But j\Yith regard to the Monopoly (as it r jsn called) j of 
ilt, Betle Nut, and Tobacco, I will endeivvnn to explain 
it whole of that matter, and the Houfc witt permit me to 
well 3 the longer* upon it, as it is’ a point particularly in- 
(led On by my -adverfaries 1 It is a part of -my conduct 
lat may r &e objefted to by thole— who are unacquainted 
nthl the fubjefb I know it has been mifunderdood and 
llfrdprelented, even -1 by fome of my friends They have 
nput^a it to an error of judgment Now however ready 
1 fliall’ always be to acknowledge iiich an error, yet I hope 
[> ^convince this ‘Houfe^ that no r *part of my conduft* haS 
lee'n^morc ^unexceptionable, and r that the plan, if* it had beeA 
idopte'd 1 by r the Court of ’Directors, and ftnftly adhered' to 
iy^ the^tjOverhment in Benoal, v^ould have proved not only 
ldvdntagbus J to ’'tfie Company, but alfo benefitial c to 1 * tAe 
-duntfy blit' the c 'Coult J of 'Directors, alarmed f al the worA 
MoHoJjoly^^feenr' never to have examined, r an'd I am fur£, 
never 1 ’’thoroughly^ comprehended, the principles ahd r effect 
ofit Jb T J 'I' 1 ^ ( |J 1 PI i n ii j In »V 

n > vm l 3 i r h r 1 t 1 Ij *» s j > x 

Many ■years ago an expensive embafiy’^vas lent jto DpLm, 
to obtain certain grants and privileges from the Great 
hfrocuLpm favour of the East India CoSipaW^, and amongll 
OtherS'- 3 was obtained ^hd phvilegd oF trading Duty Free "‘THe 
(fefWtrits 'were v lhdblged (i wTch tins pnviie§e,d urtder Ihe^lanfffion 
B 2 



L' iz J‘ 


of thef Company’s “t*am<SfThe Compafiy ‘imS'ami&tss 


any inland -Trade/ Their J Commerce"' ha$ 'been confined' .® 

n 5 v 3 on£;i»v.o!i-;t j l>-'u !';i 


lu VJ'i'A * r o'. 1 ‘ sr»i pi i r rji.ro y 

ever.lud v Yet they’ claimed a .privilege of carrying ’oh ^ 


''frei&e* 'Duty" free.— The ' abfurdity"' of a" privilege •'fa 

W. .tuttUi; pn a.r. / a : i.\ .'j/ d r / ,v -. i d,' ; -v 

mimrtiiK tn* fhf* 1 n'iriir« OrtH in fHVMIJQlCial - F 1 fr IP r<*VpnUSS Cl 


ruinous to 1 the* natives, and To 'prejudicial'- co the ' reY6nu*s"cr 
the country,, is obvious. At the Revolution* in* 17*57* ^erfudv 
claim was fee up, nor was any fuch Tradtf carried -on pub 
lickly', 'orlo r niy knowledge, ’ during -'my govern men 4 which 
ended in the’beginning of theyear 1760.' t -*• T . ~Tr? vd; • 

."cTke ; firft iappeararice of. this: claim Iwas in. Governor Yah} 
sittart’s time. — The --Nabob’ Cossim ~Aly CAWWj-ftron^J 
objected to it:-reprcfenting to.’the Governor, .and Council;'^ 
iatai Confcquences to the Black Merchants and" to the Re- 
venues of his Country.. Mr. Yansittart. was fenlible of fh: 
- - - ' * --=• •* 


Juftice^of, the -Nabob’s Complaints, .and Soda after* entered, iatc 
lIlsltA - I/-" t ? — .-’.11 n_ J 1 .'1 ./ M_ jI! T- l - 7 n- 


ajticles of t agreement, that, the English fhould.prry ohani 
Jand Tradedn Sal \ . paying a . Duty- of nine per Cent. v wSicn 
faft was x np .remedy to the .evil, .becaufe^he, natives piid inhm-f; 
■Jy, more. :, n The Council di (avowed this aft of Mj.^Va ns’i tt^ R j: 
and-'j nG Aed ^ upon,. their, right • to , all .Inland^ T rad p* Du ty iref, 
— Tbe.Nabob, .enraged, . threw open' , the. : Trade , throughou 
jiis j country, „and abolilhed all .Duties, in order t that _\u£ ov« 


i'nbjefts, might trade upon an equal footing witlitljG EdcfrsH 
— • ■ ' • • iLii J. w.¥s?vs_flh*. 


.This-. on the other r hand difobliged the' Council, who inufta 
that the Nabob fliould not fufferVven his own J ' iubjefts- t< 
trade Duty free, but that the- English alone lhould ,I5 en{0; 
?thdr privilege. Thefe tranfaftions were not clearly know: 


p the.Omtt .qf.Diwaors /ill .thc.year^iy/a r^when 

ipp'S^iSI ? h ,? m -SSrtJra'c 

jing ^Keir .-fervants ^to^carr^ on any Inknd Trane f wliddoever^ 
c n,was„ r neyerthcWs continued, ‘ ap'd with exemption from 

jutieSi except in the article of .Salt : upon which a Duty of 
lir i.iV imi 'ho 20 vrw.iviir ■. '.’.om.r!.' Wj pi -T riiiovo 
:wo a and,' a. h?lf~#r &K/. x only was^ agreed ; tp r he^auy.by^a 

’reaty with the .Nabob' Meer JaffierV' after' the Hepofitidn . .of . 

r»» ♦ti'll:./! \'lx -L'ujjc.jjr*, u: nm. , w i rf?. 4, ji!J o> ?aomin 
^ossiMjAly.Cawn. c '^,.f 07< /j ."fa,; jj. pif' 1 

.uj V’; Iain's itM'I.ijvj: !*•; vA :t*v '<ih b 

.'.Although ;> the Xourt .of Directors .had ' been fl of r> opin»orr 
:hat the Inland Trade* ought to ;bo ; , totally .abolifhed theyy as* 
ivell as the' Proprietors,' thought the Company’s fervants might 
bi^induiged in’ itj' -under i certain’ reftridtions, and / regulations, 
[h-'corifequencd of » this ‘ idea,' > the .General I Court;-: on/ the/. 1 8 th 
bPMay; f 'i764,' catne fo the following Rcfolution r. r-"l> iV-V' , 
*‘,/l orfj <>2 S'Ti'a.bi.i/l j r , :lfl r>‘ I '.’Vi 

'Pf Resolved, '■ ThaP.it \ be' • recommended :i to J the . tourP of 
‘•■^DireSorV, to”re : canfidcr * the'' orders' fent to' *B eno a L, t) /rj’fA- 
‘Ptiveto thelTradP of 'the 1 Company's fervantsl'in the ? articfts 
*^o Z‘sdlt t ‘ : Belle v Nit}^nd Tot decoy and that . they ‘do gt?e jifcli 
'^direftions. for|'regulating the fame;' agreeably tVthe^inter^ft 
“ of ^tiieJCompa ny* arid .JSubah; as* to ' them °rnay^ appear"' r mq(i 
.“^ruMent : 1 eiklier ' by 1 fe tiling here 7 at ■” honfe'HHePreftrlhio'rfs . 
‘‘’under' whicii ‘this ^ Trade -oughV” to be carried ; 'ohy / 0 r' : £y fe - 

“JerrimTCto.'ihe .Governor 'add' Council of ; Port' Wf lLi&M 
■•pJa^a n;w v , st 3 , 'n: r^v •-? irffir** -,r 

b-jff SfriP45rw -, s . Jm pbtynt point; in fuch a mariner a^'may 

m Prevent, all future 3 d ifpuf esf betwixt ‘ the" Sutiaft and l tHe 
,** . Company j* >y& ^ Kn ’ Ul,wfl 

' te,IW wcls n?i.ir/;.-r 6f;i -infli iul r ovil VJjiT’ :n jr.it 

nr.-ond Vh:.:h )c-n: -orhi'lnin} ait. IT T^is 



1 HIS Refolution was fupported by the Court of bjrt&ots, 

jnued the fdliowing'Ordem'- , ic ' sibJtn rsav a: 
^or> b:iL ;r.o .1:.,* m*l -^•uniiid :u.s.! ivjynbp j>nta': 
Pa-ppu srl ‘f iFoR the-reafons- given ih oiif dctferbf 't'h'c'Si'i o 
<j February ■lafty.'we' were : then : indilced to 'lenH' ; po1tt!v^ ordtrj 
.‘trnput a final 'and effeadll fin'd fie? tfip-lilmk' Traded 
. »*,, Bak :Nut, and and all ^dther^Wttfit! 

••' ro "f Priced • and confumed-d^the'-couAtryfi' to''the it-’ 

..,:marks,we made ain r that- letterp.-we'-Aiufti „&•<»»! obTem-] 
|W !" ch ■'^itcappears wery; eitrtordihary-J.'ihai -Oft 
■■„ V, e “ 'native to individuals, -thifilimerf 

.« 4011111 not taVe been at all attended tbj 

„.,or. confidered. ” L>rjtr.o vvwy:;.'!; 2 \. v^Y 

♦'nvr-Tcj *-d v/.nj ?.c £ u i :o jqbaar on* u:ir. kOv‘1 
“ lT * b “ t & a f' S ^* r «'V*.i» ttoeprbefonbWe&iiW 
•iiV ntW . tre ?. ybu ftwed into with Mtai^Arbiiy-aW 
AW ”' VP°. n K s re-eftaHilhmeiit ln the'S'obah'Oiip, in'VaieS'l 
°S r< ; td >;- lh f AetEtoi,*, finrll fiatrji ’od 
“W I™ tfWUKtfPiii butift-Ta**;* 

‘•■arriek o'? V7, nS ’ ‘ D \ ?“? ° f ~ thc ““"“7. excepting ihe 
-..amcle of *ft, „„ whtch'.a ■DittyaVAvor.and'Vhalf & 

“ Price • wWi — d, r n * C Rowinna °r ; Houdhlyi Market* 

xTv pmrtn: ; 

.. ^rr PU ^f ,,n D^iftritbe/rpacetfiftW 

■5!*™“ Md “ 1W “• - ^Duties cbl- 

•• •’ r.-.el , r i, ,;i -- 

tmtnt. fine forytoiad? ct Iro^fttaKeTfllsf!’ 


0 M.iCl io J uoJ I’1\J , I” I'l 1 ' - . * 

“ JThes f. are jerms yhich appear to, be lo jeiy injurious 

:o 1U the Nabob and to the s Natives,, t h at a theyf cannot^ jjiri> 
die very nature or ti em, tend to ,any » thing r but the (pro* 
ducing general heart burnings and difiatisfaClion , and con- 
fcqueptly^there jcaii be, jittle reafop to expert the tranquil* 
lity ofjthtcpunpy £in be permanent the orders -therefore, 
m | our, faul letter, j ofj the 8th of February, are to re- 
main in .force,, until a uore equitable and fotufcttcry Plan 
can ! be ^formed i and 0 adopted y which as it is rnnpoffible ^for 
us to, frame here, j deftmue- asl we are mf i the information 
and flights neceflary to guide u$j in fettling fuch 'an impor- 
tant affair — > *- t j|i »iJ 

1 h* n <1 1 *• i‘ < 1 l< J 

i “ You are therefore hereby ordered ami directed, asf 
foon after the receipt of this as may be convenient, to confult 
the*, Nabob as toxthe manner of carrying *t>n hbe Inland 
Tradqiin Salt, ^13etlc Nut, and Tobacco, ifand the other 
■article? produced and confumedj ia the country ,livhjfch may 


vbe,moft,to his fatisfadipn and advantage, the intzrtjl of tU 
* Company , ^and hkexntfcif the Company’s fervants. X r >\ t i > 
ib mi-pa j »( t iuo:> -j li i i i 1 ct oi 04ml or 5> 
1! i“You are thereupon to form a proper'and^equitable 
1 PJaftlfpii carrying on i the faid Trade, and trinfmit the fa die’ 
1 to '-u^ accompanied by fuch explanations, 'ohfetWions', and 
'trcm^lhsji as may* enable --us -*to gne orn ^fentimints^anci 
4 directions thereupon mtt full dnd fcxplicitfmamicr ^ 1 13 

n i'l i <r bvtbj uu hAi* ui o h HI t t ( 1 
>9 ** In doing this, as before obferved, yml c kre to bale 

‘ a particular regard to the intereft and entire fatisfvffion of 



l [ S‘6 


] 


-hr isRuci lo asfijhoyiojq tSoiis r; iswlac m nMJrw cl 


Ui i.3.1'1 ‘lUJ'JiM- ’f.-it * IW. • . tic [•‘'"'2^ 4 *L-‘ til * it 

proper' fupport or his government : m lhort, tnts^hn mylj 
« be fettled with his free will and confent, and in i fuch 
pawer^srpo^tchaffb^djany juftgfpunds jfqy. com£lajn£ty/ 

cic,r vndT .mirrirtite'i dgtiorodj s norm bon.^miob t 1 ) ?• 
“ In the next pi a^e,; 5 the 0 ^t ?$& attenjj^rojjl 


60. 


be bellowed in forming the faid Plan, fhat in fome propel 
modepr-jfhape, a juji an^c^utalle^qnJideraUonle^fic^re^ fa j 
- / a f^rfy/'JP&iycJi *»»mpJ r ' mo ritixnbr.oO doin’// '{d g(fv r ovjj 

Tioa/'J ttir \d. bur ^briT Inchil edj vf— •i 1 ’*. 

(•r*. ** If any inconveniences fliaU.be apprehended , to .aril 

’\Ub' 1 vh vn-/ „>moi ooi r u bni - rr . * viu-ptll 
'* to. the Company s inveitments, upon carrying on fuch i at 
. PNir.viM Ml io no.ie'jj’r i .1 mo? Pa tin yi-« 


•' Inland 


:j. r — ,tus ijfrn.^ror l r/> rJnu“j "i y : ,vn.o. k i.* i*i> i« iw 

l“ a 'Wf«l"f!WSTf TO! $ #3Kfcta»* **; 

" »r'! 


o[rJ.MMip'j srntfl r' r i io hen u o >cJ oi .Ir'jjwnc.'T "wA 3^{‘ M 

cfeihui urf 1 W* \WJ tl 3!t?1 d i un J^ fl fci 

ajfo^^e^cc,. the ; carrying-on r tjus Inland,Jrat|e t may 0jf 
x\u aod,*j<rivilegcs T of, the French, ^DutchpjM 

44 any other EuROPrANS, and thereby tend to .dragon* an] 
“ national altercations and embroils, which are by all mean 1 
♦jci «> be-, ^voided : • ,in forming- the __ fuel, Plan, £ tfyerqfqrtff } oi 
„o‘j are^ to„ be particularly, careful ; to s prevent f tfrcfeiOrdPny £thfl 
im e B ls tfi&jlMr Iihej kind. J ’ s 0 , o/ jnII .arums f 

-or »/ tt a/o.-I! t. ' wiiufo, ei v»/J .'n/bi 1 ! iol abiwt 
bm ^opY^HST^tUNOI tliefe.rfiutIiodxies,bit-rha$ been bfTefied 


,; t h?D the fSz\t£t 0 Gomm.ittee ^'jn ^.Be y c An i5t wheqr theyfl fhit» c( 
«./, c Phn for [Carrying t on, the^ Trade} in, $alt»>]fetlc 3 Nu!yv«r< 
5n^S^ acc 9> T j afledjn ,difobediencc- to the orders = df the Com 
. P^y'TiT^Vfld w tOj fupport.f.thij-jtiflertion, ^partial "cxtraiJlsdht*' 1 
1 i^W produced of fome of the Company’s letters, which wen 


in fa£t written in 
&imftfatidnsTi v 3 


\nat vsqo'iq 


ncW mb f iv 

rbr^^ni hrii. ,insi «03 hrt lli%v wit uhl • diwr bah’ii t>d ** 


Vrt^Sf 6 f fHe ,c Seleft e 1 'Committee^ aftemtled 0 "in’ 'WnKXlV' Hhey 
were determined upon a thorough reformation.' They were ■ 

determined 1 W ail eVehts°tS do"tKeif Dufy '. . 

•i:q nnm't w sedj .cr. 1‘1 hid ,*.«dJ £".u: mt i.t, ixr.tffiati * f - 

r V ins^hc^/lar^ M i& , H 6 uie v lh 6 uld ' know, ’that - 1 there’ ate But 
two ways by which Gentlemen can acquire fortunes in Ben- 
.OAi— by ,the. Inland Trade* and .by Presents. The Export , 
“s&tl import ''Tirade. had^ticeri Tor' fonie yedrs 'dwindling away, 

V IS 1 'S}2LL rrxni *ul r -r2^=t. ,,n - il'i * ' 


h ' tout ro vjj.’ot 1 p'jorj , ,t .*■ •rrifitv;. . T . 

and was not worth the attention of the fervants.. It was 


carried oh Jch1efly ( * by ^’foec "merchants and frie jfjianrwrsj*^- and ' 
they could Scarcely live" by ’• it. 5 1 T fie^Iniand r T rake wasf as t 


deceived 1 rib ' ‘ advaHtage Trdrri ityj r and l ' likewlfc ’friri‘thc' ( benefit: 
W l tli e Company’s- fer Varies; who' h’itherto Bad 'Yrirallowecf urj • 
r the f V?holSli- 01 b/ioi ’{dsuni i*v rtvtni&vjd* larbo’ ^hc fj 
I'aora lie vd orr. datriv/ hr/. jisafc' Jendijea " 


c i \V rrh n regard" t<i thefeceipt'of* Preierits :^tliaPmoci£ <5f fai*, 
•flhg Wfo'rfur/c' v?as' r iritehded' tqi'be prevented 5 ’ by the^hew" (Co- 
venants. But we muft confider a little* the 5 * riature^bf* tlW 
funds for Prcfentiu Exepj outphomb. in. B.E&.awu was. i&- 
tended with foth e*i diminution; ; df^ die Nabob’s T aiithdrfty^ and 
witht fomd2 advantages n to' -the' CdfopdnyT '^osYuV'^Al^ 1 GAwn, 
Upon 5 the "depofition of MeeS' jArViSh,'wa?bH3Iged fo* mahe 
over -tb the Company; ‘ territorial’ ^bBeffioris “ &■ the 1 amount 
of- between -fix - and ■fevers hundred ‘‘thbrifatid^ jfourids^Pfr -axnffoiV 
,;3:r,v/ e < (R£qnT 0 *C 3 r!l *"lo amo'i lo b^aribotq Mtsa* 



Meer Jatfier, when he was reinftated in the f Subahlhip, 
added above fixty thoufand pounds a month more, for the 
fupport of our armjr during the uar fo that the.^ Company 
became poflefled of one half of the Nabob’s revenues —The 
Nqbob syas allowed to collect the other half for him r elf 
I$t "in faft, hp vyas no more ^than a Banker for the Coim 
pany’s fervants, who could dra\v upon him as often, and m 
what amount they pleafed < 

l ! 

1 he new Covenants indeed, which prohibited the receipt- 
of Prefents, were intended to pretent this mode of railing, 
Fortunes, but the Seleift Committee went f much deeper they 
ifruck at the root of the evil, by procuring the whole for 
the Company , which totally deprived the fervants of this 
rflource , , , 

It was not expedient, however, to draw the reins too tight 
It was not expedient, that the Company’s fervants fhould ( 
pafs from affluence to beggary It was neceflar), that fome^ 
emblumerits Ihould accrue to the fervants in general, and 
more efpecially to thofe in fuperior ftation, who were to 
atfift in^ carrying jon the meafures of Government The 
falary of a Councillor is, I think, fcarely threp hundred 
pounds per annum and it is well known that he cannot bye 
in that Country for lefs than three thoufand pounds The 
fame proportion holds among the other fervants u It was requifitc 
therefore, that an Eftabhfhment fliould take place and the 
SeJeft Committee, after the moft mature ddibetauon^ judged, 
thht the Trade in Salt, Betle Nut and Tobacco, junder proper 
regulations^ might effectually anfwer the Purpofe. The great 
1 object 


bjcft .of our con ftdcr.it ion was, whether .this ( Trad4^hoc]]d'..be 
rgiiated ' for 'the advantage of the. Company, 1 apd.Wohfdr 
\e ‘Cdtnjiany*s' : 'fbrvancsi \ trithbutjy opprefling*.' the ’NgtivV?! 
V'e £>]t f ) o tigliV 1 it 'could. ,/Fhe .Houfe will obferve, that I 'make 
o 1 mention' of tHe‘ Nabob ; Jbecaufe die Company, to whom 
le Revenues' now; belonged,- flood iiv his flyoes'jia' circupv 
ance which ""-feetm never to have, been thoroughly .adverted 
d laythe'Ijireftdr^/even-to thii'day. \ 

Had -we -only ‘formed- o'Ur' Plan add .deferred, the execution 
if-iti'till/theVpttafwfc of the Cobct of Dire clots', (lrould / be 
mown, all 'the * Gentlemen irrtheir Service mtifi: iri^tKemean 


iipe have - been • totally unprovided '-for* But’ 'the ' declared 
Mention of the - Company /was* , that the- Trade" in Salt,’’ Betie-' 
nit-' and Tobacco," -ihould be regulated not only 'for their 1 
J\vn advantage, ’ but for the- advantage of*. their, fervants.’ iC 
•’lan. was accordingly framed. I ^yas up the Country: at ,thq, 
:irne, ‘employed in fettling, the treaty, .of,. Peace with Su;a, v ulj 
Dowla, and obtaining from the Mogul-,- thc ) grant^oij. the. 
Buannee . 1 'The .Plan 'was framed principally ;by Mr.. S umncr/. 
whb'.ttidk the medium price of Salt, throughout j, the Country, u 
for above 'twenty ‘jeaVs 'pad t ' and "fixed the price at from, 
twelve to r ’fift/en / ‘)v!r ’ Cent, ’’below' that m edium. Hence . itj 
vras i: \?or probable, 1 ' that 'any' grievance lliould fall ‘upon "the 
die Plan ' 'wk$' ! iettled for /one", year only, ..that \ve \ 
tnlght have 11 an early 'Opportunity, ‘of completing ? afterwards , 
whiff 'wis’d rigirially 1 5 intended ' as an experi merit. ' * / A* duty, 1 ' how-/ 
tve’r, of |thirty*five°pir Cfwh 1 upon -"Salt ‘was eftablirtied 'for.Jthe ' 
Company, ^ which amounted .‘to about : 'one' ; hundred" and' twenty^ 
'thoufand "pound sptrWmsm: arid , all ‘ the .’,pompany ? s fervanfe' 
" * C 2 , '’ J - 31 ■' V 15f * jr 'except' 



't £ h 

A .attuojaD 2dib£9i 3i p'nii vcl JiptaM ys*. . wnsfc/i. 
^pept-r^ucxs, L And 0 alfoj f aU .the ^ r ^ er vuPgn 2 ? vS 
had flutes, according , ,»o, their ,,refpcaiv<; 

(mi tber^jr ere, fame defifts 

fthtWon^pqW The-.trate.jjras taken putj 

fotne.of; thc.^mcrchants; lrj fThe .propotfan, 58^,;SgJgglJ|} 

fprypffis -was .too [larges ;the 5. u P ,, nY > ayfifj Sro 53? f” 

fmall,: r ithe ? (Agents , appointed to jfell jhejSalt had madejia 
improper; qtife , of ^ their pD'.ver i'they had, pot ..ftriCil^ke; V 
to their contraft, -which was, that they, . ihould„ v C n 
Cm. uponithe,Salc of Salt^as rtcompence^j'for their wwittj 
^nd that they <r (houid, jiot , enter ^into f janyr^rade , for ( t^mfeljw 
^nder a very fevere penalty. 2wV , ® M5H> ;J/>2 . j) fJC „ rB ))fo j* 

I therefore propofed a Plan for the next year, whicE 
^ , tbmk^ci^ftroyed'Sevfe| t Idea ’of* -iOlonopoly. V- -The' ‘Society 
HnfteSd J of'errfpldyidg agents' x iip 'fHe"courttryi to' diJpdfes ofiHK 

^VdfePtfe'ffell it '’df ; C'AL-cu J rTA,e :, and r at t ' tHe'ipIacesmhfri 
tlie : Bfadi.^ Merchants ''onjy^ who’ wcre.wci 
Vi^itdJ 31 ® a’&tain^quantity of piirch r aJe£ -and! ticdndownffl 

^fHPTald' at r 'everyhMarkeV 1 * T5wnH -T^he -Dutyito/xH 

^.Company was now eftablilhed at fifty per Cent* which wot)li 
^Vfiduce^Slie « HtthdrecJ and<fixty IhOufaTfdipobrfdsv/^ vfjnfiM 
•^fife ^Yaclc^ 'Merchants were to have thtf ‘Ilbertyjof ftranlporjih 
a ?h ( e** ^l8^l m oveP*tV^'C6tihtiy5^fn:e J£ front «Vefy. taJSti&uC 
! 3 tfljht\j&'to&? u $Hd c the" ^rfSeft T ’ 5 brdilP vttrb r i iflqed, e^jhabuh 
I 5 Ehghf£trH^ or' 1 - ihVir 5 agents? ' (ho uld ? QIh£tl ^ ar'lndireflljydiil 
1 faftrfH'hLnc^hr'ih jjnbil t «irq anrftib horn eifo *1« 

I With regard to the price, I muft’lnfm-m^tfe^ouiej’ tfi. 

, 3 ^Bengal Salt (lands the maker in about two (hillings an 

j 4 fix-pcn< 


:nce per Maund, by the time it A reaches Calcutta. A 
b &&&$&£’“ Tfic fruty-'^o’-the iCdmpany’q’ffiil 
«WnB£s% ?ffi fi fc'mnB?' ! Vefc5fta!ia»St «C«t& tVd 
Pand^x-p&^'VnoK, -wlM maKfe-uffin^th'e whd!8 

11C JM 1 ^ CSS. "SiSJ in-Tas'caWf amiteldjrftands 

.Pfftf l in 5, y e 1gifi:iaV c ^lBu(Ha;'hfTtfiy.rik pouhds'i 
md Vffi ffuty rn ilP tBfe°fhillinfi> "irid •"fbur-pen& 8 *fr •Biifhhli 


ialc Ir ¥rad'e in ’E hoIand'. y 'l ’tfiinlr "vie ’fettled 3 it upon i rather 
a"‘^&r 3 ,^5ting ) in! >; fNrii‘3i 1 i : foV the quantity- to 3 be 'bought 
by any one'dealeFwaV'&d; 1 and ’ the price'af which r -it -wai 
'to' te 1 fiWuftvafYovffi throughout’tKe-kingdoih,'. according' to 
the diftance from the Salt Pans, ms-alfa'-fixed; 3 ' a! {•</■• idn.r 

ibii!.- ,tray -.rm v~' to. rt ! 'l c bo o'; it otob.,,1; I 

.’(tlnoLoNPON, .Salt ,,is, /old .at .five Mlings .a tC BuJheh (] ^icji 
tisifdmewhflYleisjthap.ajpenny a pound.,. In, ItJDtA, tJ Saic jit .fold 
:byhtheaMaundi! whichpis,. as .1 havej&id.'eighty^ouqds : jpn,d 
dtacoraes- tola. B.opee„pr t twQ’.(hi]li.ngsjand,fix 3 pcqce r a Maunjj, 
rail lexpenCeai paid, exclufiye of ihe.^Duty.^^.Tjie Duty,^ as ;i I 
diaveanforttfed theHqpfej-isjCwoJhiUings and fix-pence jn^re.j, 
Iiluoa/ ilauivr ,trO -n\ vfiil -i bo.-flil ii, As -.’on tvn yrjtqrnoO. 
: iriNdw ilqwllhi/uppoftltthat ^Splt, j, in ^Bikciai., . J( fgld J3[J under 
ylifaolfbondlyeaitSdJJlanJj-at.Jtlie very priceofixt' by, the .firjl 
rjearisiPiao rjtbep jij c >vouJd,' i lland,.tbejcqnfum 5 r Q injjabojjb three 
ofarthiigs thepWnd-itrr Calcutta jpjJ.penny appoun$ 0 at jL diftant 
apla'ceyslandrSvft fj|y]iinE s i : >.iP9. u nsln9 8 rP^JRf A n jy^lfife 4 s irR? e 
of the moft diftant parts, being about , ty; c 1 y e, , J iu nd red . miles 
by water front Calcutta. 

" I ,olooU enj rtnolni ti'.rn 1 c oahq arbor brimm i mV/ 
fine agnilliril 070 ruoda ni tadtm od;' ebntil aiaE 


L 2 2 J 

r Thc whole quantity of** Sale dontra&ed for by the So 
ciety was twenty four lacks of Maunds which multtplcd 
eighty for the number of pounds in a Mannd, rpake ore 
hundred and ninety two millions of pounds j The number 
ot inhabitants 1 Ihall take upon the honourable Me liber}* 
computatian^that is to fay, fifteen millions I ftnkc off fi\c 
millions J £or infants and accidents Then divide the ore hun 
dred and ninety two millions of pounds by the other ten 
millions of inhabitants, andwe*fhall find the quantity of Salt 
Gonfumed in pne year, by the rich and by the poor, will 
be under twenty pounds each To give the argument its 
utmoft fcope, I allow twenty pounds to the poor as well as 
to the rich man, although it is certain he does not cop 
lume half the quantity Thefe twenty pounds will coft the 
individual at Calcutta rather lefs than fifteen pence, m the 
center of the Provinces, twenty pence, and at pATNA tj tlic. 
greateft diffance, rather lefs than two fhilhngs and fix pence— 
This is the utmoft: of ever) man s expence irt a year for 
Salt — • $ f 

Tnr "loweft wages in Bengal are two Rupees a month, 
•which is twenty four Rupees, or three pounds pr Annum 
*1 he poor can fcarcely be faid to be at any other expence 
than for eating They drink nothing but water ,■ — they weir 
no clothes , — the houfes are built with mud or clay, thatched 
■witk ft raw Now I leave the Houfe to judge, whether the 
cxpence of ^ from fifteen pence to two fhilhngs and fixpfnce 
a )car for twenty pounds of Salt, even to thefe the very 

pooreft 

1 1 


Mr Suuta* s 


31 1 

loreft of the inhabitants, can be a grievance The eyes of 
i world hate been blinded h) publications The matter of 
ft is this the grtetancc fell upon a number of Black 
[etchants, tvho ufed to live by that Trade for the Corn- 
jny’s fervants not only monopolized the Salt, but, bytir- 
1C of their influence and potter, bought it ft \t)iac price 
tey pleated, and fold it at t hat puce they pleafcd — I , 

• 

To indulge my enemies to the utmoft, I will allow for 
moment, although it is not fo, that in the intermediate 
ime, between the farming of the Salt Trade by a Mufiulman 
for it was always a Monopoly the hands of Coja. Wazeed, 

>t fome perfon or perfons who paid large fums of money to 
: v e Nabob or his mintfters for the exdufivc privilege) and 
:he regulations eftablifhed by the Seleft Committee, Sdlt ( was 
told fomew hat cheaper What does that infer 9 It infers only 
this, that the Company’s fervants, by virtue of their power 
pid authority, exonerated the Salt of all thofe Duties* \ud 
Exactions which it was formerly fubjeft to, amounting per- 
haps to two hundred per Cot and then made a merit of 
Hhng it cheaper r to the inhabitants , — as if a fet of men m 
this country, by their power and influence, were to decline 
paying the duty of five hundred per Cent to Government, 
then boaft of felling it at a lo\ er price than had been 
ufu'at In' fa&, when the Salt was what has been called nix 
Qpen Trade, *it was then the moll monopolized, bccaufe the 
Company’s fervants traded m it to what extent and advantage 
ihey thoyght proper, — as indeed they did in every other 
‘article of Inland Trade 



r h- r- 

*'. J « the" Seleil 'Committee •eftatjliflied their Plan' ' 
sperience and a thorough' knowledge "of the 1 Company - ! in 
rreft: and the conduct of the Court of Directors," in " a 1 
>' was founded upon obtlinbcy and ignorance.*' ' - ' " "" ■' 

_A,.(h°rt hiftjty of the conduit of thefe Gentlemen will '■ 
ie matter in' its proper light, ‘ V-" .. 


1 have ~faid before, that the Directors difapprovdd of tfi 
rade in Salt, Betle-nut, and Tobacco; - carried . on by ' th 
rvants, from the ftrft 'moment that they ' became acquaintet 
ith it. They pofitiyely 'and repeatedly 'ordered," 'that ‘the; 
lould have no' ameern in it, difeflly' or indireflly/, "'thej 
eclared that it was an infringement of the rights 'of 'tf 
ttivesj .that - they had "cohfulted the Sage's in' tile law, "ant 
iat the - Servants were liable, to 'profccution for 'perfevering'u 
tat illicit Trade. '"After "this, they igreed 'that "'the"’ Seltfl 
pmmmee lhohU regulat? this" Trade, , ih' iuithnr manner ai 
advantageous to the Company and their fc'ryahts, 
1C ? ut - ', n .i ,*he Nabob, The Committee did regulate 
i’: J*; Tft" ^ • P rt ?J it '»» cftabliliied" for" the "Company; 
ie- fervants," alfo,. were amply, provided ‘fofi " ini' 

? v"^",. ,, !?,. Co !P m !5 t «’s i >giiUtion)' hou'ld .pbfiihly'-fali 
pon the.'.'people of the .Country. Thb Court'' of' 1 Direflon 
Plan! ana' did hot iubftitute' any tther ’in 
te room of it: neither. did they'Jftdblilh' aiiy'butic's. - '' fhiy 
tucc orders, that their, fervants,' ,' wlp .afted is ’ ‘sovereigns, 
lould .totally rehnquifli th« TraSc ' th™relV«,"'abA e'n devour 
pjrcycnt, its. fei/!S, monopolized by^ahy rich' ciergrown 


t ] 

jcrchant of the country, they meant-that it Ihould be, laid 
pen to the natives and to them j only, not feeing that .their 
tders could not extend to the feryants of foreign Companies^ 
-ho would of courfe gam confiderably by that Trade, of which 
he English were to be deprived 

* * _ i -f » * *» • > 

In November 1767, and not before, the Court of Direc- 
ts came to a Determination of allowing their fervants, m 
h«u of this Trade, two 3 and a half per Cent upon the* Re- 
venues, they, then alfo, for the firft /Timet thought of efta* 
bblhing a Duty upon Salt they propofed fixing it fo as 
that it fhould produce to the Company thirty one thoufand 
founds per Annum At this time ( . I was in H* 0 land 3 heard 
accidentally^ hat tvas-an agitation I expofhilated with the 
Court of Directors by letter , I reprefented to them that they' 
ivere doing the jnoft raanifeft injury to the Company* that 
|ir thofc advantages which the Seled Committee had proposed 
jfor the. fervants were difapproved of, they ought to be en- 
ijojed by the Company, 1 that thofe advantages and. the Duties 
together would amount to three fntrdred tbwfard pAi ids 
for Annum, which I thought no lnconfiderable obj^d I far- 
ther reprefented to them, that although they Ihould give the 
fervants two and a half per Cnt On the Revenues, xn list* 
of yht Salt Trade,, the Gentlemen might ftill trade m that 
article,^ under the names of their Banyans or Black Ag entS * 
■ to what^ extent they pleafed To thefe reprefen ration » tl Jf^ 
paid no other attention than that of altering the J*^° an d 
Duty from thirty one thoufand pounds to cne 
t^enty thoufand pounds per Annum Wha* 

quence 3 The f-rvants received the two and * / t 


on,the ,Rq^ni.cs-, J tky J t w d«l » Salt ?s much , as, ever,- 
paying, th^Duty. , an d I am well mfortnedahat 
Company^from the time ,of the abolition of, the ^ " u 

’ ifehour, hav ? ,not received„a Jhilliog Duty t 
tM’JtS C °“" of D.reflor Sj fuffered jhis.Branch .ofT 
£’J ' eV '“> t0 ‘ ' hE VCry ch ? Mel f™" 1 , w ^nce had, flowed 
thoft abufes and all th 9 fe t,.sfor,u„e* „wh,ch then had 
Wty compla,ned of This Trade, contsary.to, thci, o, 
f t0 ‘^nmves, and contrary to the, advi 

an dm ^‘r t% •'"* “ now M °P“ » theiEnc.it 
and ,0 every Ento-iut*, as well as native, tnhabitant.of B> 

111 to °?** The co "foq“encea of this we_,s 

”4& n It 71- L ' !l,l ' hi { 

•tselea c7" tS had bK " 

two , and d a hall'c ’'?- 1 And ,m thls < S"jri ls t not 3 , " c i u s^ ^ 
nlfe? & "o h A “nurnffioit granted put )0 £ the^e 

“7’ X "“ ' ■' «. as bans- o ,,CI 

J s W-r ns' 1 p^‘ ed *"7 *“>8 Catena f,‘ 'r 
wither" thd-PlT - t0 thc . oonCdewifon of J We ,J HoiSle 
benefit of , L Co Pl ' d by ** was 'foT'ii,, 

I have fpoken The 

^edc T^uPandP^obacco Trade ' ~ ^-i 1 " 

aova nta^eoiis’^rf^ J « i 1 i DeCau]e tne forqier is noc an 
<B^la^^i,hi 0 g (l ’ a 'p S S a J bn p . ^“SaltTsade ’ ^ 

H5HHfi?a inquiflle ® P iheThfti of the Cdmmitiee, was 


[ | 


, thc ' f lan Y 3 , lf,e Society, tmtPfcn 

waslflued dunncc my Government fnr'flhntiflvTr?*. wnnrt im? 


Wg^^-T government forJabolilhHg 


jpnnq uni*'* 
;on jnoD H ? 


I Must in this place beg leave to inform th£ HoGfe^tf 
&fl!?? vc / n ?^ ^ iad a Proportion of advantage in this Trac 

r1VS 1 !,fe J P[ op0r ‘ , ° n a V‘ ^nA7 [t i ® P o( 

rpWeAo j be r cTe ? rl > r and ^curaieif /fSteir 0t 1icrdlen' , 

conn ' n f * 1 A rcG **r(j o» 

r il r ^ r ~ 1 33 JjpViw 

J( , r s "“ l 1 ^ow proved r t0t|7c neif Charge agaih’ft mi? w!w 
^is^Pcculauon of ReveWes 'And here 1 ! 1 hulll havc’rffthr 
to a minute c V rome^whicli 'ikntis I-ccoMetl an ’iflfcllifbi 


il p - "“y "'“‘v, wmcnranus i-ccoMed in 

ln Sl At''T fc 1 “ ’ vt'fll ‘fc’xplaifi this trtSttetW 

l‘ 1 ' an n I can ' d ?' b y w^d'trHouth^and'theHou! 

''+jr r f c Jfl 'Jt./JJHI'V ) S ' .gWdf ‘work T of ‘>art , i>f'th 
fi'fPgffJ* t0 feo r >i , ought v, !n *fof WKeguhtihn' 'oPtfi 

Comj^anjrs^AfTairs abroid 11 1 1 -» J i ruoo ad 1o 1 

.r.s ■*, . 


ruoo 

nsbProi nr'l l r ” rr } ’ lr 1 i» W * 

01 no rslir jjl CtrAClnts UiMc? 'n <’ ’■■> \o'qn» • 
ad to n w t J " 1 1 jr -"oa I jo rn van ” 

° Ouif Attention ns ra Select Committee, .nveftetiwilft « 
it tW °n n ^’ ! P ow ert by the Courtl DfiiDire£tors,hbas; h«r 
,1, nf” ,Si|! ea ® ed < m r ' formin B the abodes which had crepi 
„a L? d 'P ar '™ no of thisdGovefnment.il Th< 

df.li.Ti n rk h “'' been ' ftead.fy i« P fhhv. Wc d,ii tilth ra'rfi, 
HK5 ltrtA " ! hnoouedparft.fland theft* 

-fcpte°S S r r s ***»*«**« ■ thatdounnEni 
sd m 7 hweMlabhfheti manyinfefcl 

rnjv'jiq al J re B ld f c, ^h3: r Manydothers 'however arerftiU 
-anntrV.. “ 10 " “*« i < 


to wanting, 


[ *a \ 

<t»*nting,vto 2 cginji!ete c oa^jPlanii 

' fame principles, tj&hich hl ™, ■$.'.¥?£' 
will continue 0 to direit and jufttfy ths meafures we have 

feijetipod>grfpe. anoln! ai svco! ;_od s-st.!',' ;Hi ei'vvw I 
febnT iitl> r.i sju.jnevbr to’oojicjwq s J K 'l„tomSfoSl.i:. J 

-."‘Xp place 'the grcfidcnt ,m fu 5 r V a Jf““‘o"lV 
fV d "5fee#%}:Vr%afe3E%n? gdwnogeous 

|“ to the Company, appears .to me an object or as much 
j« confequence as liny that has been taken into our confide- 
ration rn 3 \’{here ^uchjijpmenfeRevjmue^ are concerned, .where 
^pojver s and .authoricy^.are,-,^ enlarge^ and } wher^ ^thq eye 


... .. “Ill * 1 3 MW .iSllfiji 

[ 'fj9PgbPjtop e free jfron-ijC very , occupations, *f which nw judg- 

^‘jm^ntj^an ^offibly^be biafled ^by hisj^te^fi;.^ The extenfive 
jcqrpmej^ialj ,^ffatrs,< tthc^ftuHy, (] of jthe finance^ -the poy^s 
“ of the country, the epiftolary cbrreipofloen<^^nc^^r6cec^- 
“ ings .of Council as*l Committee-, “thefc are fuffictent to 
employ every moment.' of, ’his •'.time,' Q nd I am confident 
w they. cannot be conducted with the requifite attention to 
‘^tHewOarfipany’s^interel^Oif'.the'’ mind of^thej, Coventor be 
‘^■diverthdtbyjconiplicatedrmercamile afF.drS'Ofjhis .O.wUaor.u »* 
"pio bsH d?ti(// aolodn Oil: ^ tin i jSa r.i hopfiqcw yhnsftnoa w 

rtl** IrjnwealoolOback’ on shofe r .unha£py? diffen'fions 0 whtcIi 
t ?£t?bavbi freqp? ndyilibrpught > the Company's .poftefoqps, jun^g i 
almoft; ctOt-.therj-point t of.jd^ftru£t}on, yye r> fii.ajj f ^qdjtliat 
•fhHheyjohavtfj generally,;? proceeded; from-, tt\e r jcpnd£ch 0 qf 3:) Go- 
Ksvemprs/i^'lio'iijtfadUageri in,,* thc'npyrfok ofj pj-jyat^ 3 in^creft, 
behave -involved ;th dp} fcIyeS/jn qffairs Jtiwhi ch^coutd, gflt. be 
4toeconciled to the drift principles of integrity. To prevent 

“ fenuinies 


i- 3 ° J 

!,mfccl7ity v ^f, conmving; at abufe.-,,: which/ 


ZZr 't '«nwve.ifrcqtt f „tl^ rbcen rtd(I ced, 
‘fr “ ab,,fe -^ wWchf WouItlaoU,^; 

lullwe^beaH,; brought to light. nmlnrcnKdled.pf.The wt®ttt 

■' for S° mi T y ;<h0l,I,,; b= :,, ' c|fok ftOdyttfi,,„33ort 
■rb^thwa^ ,.b° ‘,te 


•-•.on wmch thcy.arc foundM.r', ft4b ,^ Jl( 

“ cliluc » rdo ^■tiiuft.'bc h'ig'hi 

ftun-of .. . 


‘‘ I 


tlw^tf^i/Udftmen, and Free \fiixJL. SSw 


a.^-S.’ffeaSSi 

ft, • - lv! Sanaa i 0 b-jg.,'vro 3 




nung im 

BfeS'wSrii 


s „ °''n lands dec* 

h'nUKfe i *n3'G„,i^J. d v i .~ : ,-n,o a; 

d -mudo od h.™ aaanrttra,:; J[„ ,• , •; 

i‘.!.vA L THODcii bythefaiim., ■ „ r . " ” 3,1 °> bw,m 
■I-* 6 amafii a fortune. ofi.S*' 4 G °T nofl ^nobb^ab 

via ■ * -million,. ofnJialfl a iminiotij ilmi 


'[ Hi il 

fpaceTfif/two non three years,'- yePhe’win'- aetJmrb’hifJVttry' 
imndfome ’ independency, and (be "irt that very fituation'wh'icfi* 
a tnih’oP'nice honor' and- true heal for ’-the f6rvice'l' W oUld J 
wirtrfto pbfiefs.botrhmifmiated hi ntay 'defy! allatjppofiti'on’ 
irtolCouncil ft- hfc Willa have' rio'thinb totjalk? nothingnKo’ 
propbrcp^buti'tvhat -he mcahsafor; the'’advanfagd'!-of o|ii£’ 
employers -.Hie 'tmay ?defy r thfc -daw, b'ecaufe 'there'fcan be* 
'no' foundation 'for V'bill of *difcoWry‘t'’and“he"may l 'defy” 
{hfrieiblotjliy rofdthe ■'toorldj 1 ' beCaufe there can 'be 1 nothing' 
cenfurable’in his conduft. In Hhorr, i if i (lability can be 
infured to fuch a Government as this, where riches have 
been acquired in’ abundance,'’ hi' ; a fm'xlf /pace of rime, by 
111 'Ways ■'and ‘means’, aful r by' menWith'dr' without capa-* 
'cider l-iV'mtift ’be 'eSfectecl'by a ' Gove rno r ’ : t h tf s’ reltrifieS, * 
and 'I '"fljall' think it a'n honof 1 if my Propofal 'be' approved, 
to fet the firfl: e5tfmPli? xl W nt . »■ r-ip .'ita/n - 


lK il the t ' J Bbntl l ‘t'erJin l mentioned, ‘and which I executetl.'was 
iferred 'n ncnaltv bf 'one ‘hundred nn’d HFrv rtinnHfnS • 



* Vulva 'vt'd - ,r -ill', on 3t J del." 

undred thouland to the Company, jf the Governor Ihould 

e convicted of having benefited himfelf,' (JireSly or mdi- 

beyond |( tiiat 0 commj(Iiom j In, addition ,to,_tthi3 t,w,as an 

Wh tail'll kmc P,urpptt,,and o^as^folemn,^ npyirp as, -could n 

’ll Jhyc^were^a _few_ nccefary^except|ons,3n 3 tl)ei. 

-ond and in the Oath, The common .Intercft j’oryrnoncy was i» 

ictmitted to be received, till Remittances could be obtained. 

IhC'pntchafclof Diamonds fonremittanSc to Enncnvo/v.a’s 

tlbwcd, pndlfuch Brefcnts asunlightibo received sunder the" 


new 



- a - iI ?' Tt!d - .J^ufcofrtiiB tliflseittp 


^v'TWi'r'i ‘ n “ ’> "■ 11 ‘; ' • a S^ ,n ‘t' f me is r bjought fr 

4IS 5W *4£i,™ 

:I fcommiffioS^of •SPiW^a 

J cd'tn'CnJr r '‘'"-<r [ ' yv .-jiff' Pf r ‘.G^Mhat badbeengfa 


•* vi wfc no reitrjttjvp rwW tt . . J i-^ u v 

■ f rcsa\'5 ' ffcrentk 3 fo ; •-^■’■ m ' y 3Po^ h ^v™>wiKti.4bcrI)!i 

X6nffi|rmo««4> 1*0 3 and a ffifcbfhfudatl 

1 IiBfl-tJ r 8>"nJij||i ig,fTv,Vnm ‘-V ' 1 “, ®"- n dJ 'Sotetjo^siW^o* 1 
Woni: teotegh’ih r 

•wiriJm’e8> *pola>t'o£rf;f S ,F?" e ';' ™' 5 w;E,la 


••btffflmad E jfeola ^ffi'if’''2™- h ‘Skh&isJ,’f e iti m w;Efc 
*!> ntvsi^' '^ofoT^A^^vHSa'lviV^';^ 0 ^ 0 ^^'^^*- 651 ’^ 

ftatioffi: "O^eaiffcoyngiO^SipSf E!!S% i I 3ai!!’^e 


■'°'* ^^PSP^SWhsq tnnc^ti: 

v\ 0 Ji.tl ‘t !T ;^ JlGt - U ? d; ^ 3 AeRVd jflHHW>ft« w ae 

.. io tU«wg 3* jyd ,mirl os vjbnu nsjtl 3 *«rf I ww&pnife 
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I certainly meant to ferve; bu^l mcant^ thpm in 

a 1 sciryio^hat 1 flt3ul3 n BS r Ji6n6iTrable for" therafelvcs. jitjdjho- 
nourableifor mef'an^ that'fhouM'at the fame ^irac‘ t i be.,con- 
fiftenr ! %'nfr 1 'ih!f' , jnt^f2ll , ’‘o'f 1 i t^y iiompahjn „ 0[Kp,was,-,-Mr. 
MASKElVvrj ar' relation of mlnfe/ A” fn^ndflii^ j( commenced 
between Usindur'eafly iyfcarsV , ' < We r began life together.-, _\Vc 
were botlf of‘us J wfiters‘ln the" Company’s iervice jn .the ,year 
r 745 v 'we were- botli 'made prifaners m Madrass when, it 
i«4S 4akenby’ MoSfieGr ITa r £ou rdeka's ; -wejmade our efcape 
together'-, J wf then - entered into "the" military, favice,;, together 
as enfi^ns;' r 'tre ‘loved 'together ‘atjthe iiege of Rj.tpicmtuty ; 
sve bwent" 1 into' thc^field’ together; .but'our fates j were^yery 
different} the was'"^ fecond’time taken 'pnfoncrj, this.mif- 
fottahetput’a' ftag to"alT‘b'is 'jptafpejfts, ^(uUbJ^yKew,; o_n din 
in’lareef -if fuccefc He r contsnuedf in the^ civjt^and itpi)itaty 
lervite till he 3 wasT5f I the r, rank of^CouncihJand, after ..fifteen 
yrira iervice 1 in'lNDtA^was obliged’ by ill” heaith.,to l ,re 5 urn t ,to 
his 'hatrve’hounri^'not * worth’ 1 three thoufa^d L pounds v tn(tlie 
Vniria. ‘ilhought him mtitled to fome'‘lhare'o£rny affluence, 
ButWhSt'n^did rr fo^hmi l was^not fiijficient, to 0 majoe this, cir- 
tmtnftances perfeafy independent "for thefe reafons 1 took 
it?j H 1 } 1 me ...S n ipy,[laCk ! expeditlon.i Another 'Gentleman was 
my.jfttnetaty, now K a Member ofjthisi'Hdurc.atHedVas reeb/h- 
fTOi! e4 tP.. J 9 e ^ one.of ithe greateft ifflint'ih thTfdtingildnv 
now jno more, Mr. ; Gam!viLt.E.l uMarty ati4 u ^fcst u lirc''llir 
ohhgations I have been under to him, but the created oNI 
E 
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,‘tfie 1 - ^Cligatldns was, ']iis c havlng recornmerulejd fo~W dii?feei 
deman: without 'his abilities and "Indefatigable 'indufby/ 
could never have gone through my great and arduous undo 
f51angJ ,Q and f 'Tn v -fervin^' r 'm& he \fervedP lC lhe n Corripany^ ' 7 T1 
third 3 Gentleman u wa$"Mf. ,r lNCH T AM? a ie Surgeon/ who J <ysv 
t£d r $ profeffidn n of fome' Hundreds* 5 It y/ar/ to 7 a"ccompafiy J rr 

tfTBnHAtt* d% ’ r - ‘‘‘ tfrr: * tli °* ™ 

**id<r [ V-h/mpr » , r jjp i,; *jiw i x / » t"J vf J'-tl T 

f I flood 'in ’a r particular' j pbtnt of view; 1 my fituinon il 'vva 
nice and critical i the' eyes^F'the whole 5 fetilemenHvere upd 

jne. s ft was difficult "for trie* to take 'any *fteps with regai 
to r i ttiofe Gentlemen without ‘being' condemned. 0 ' L iTheyi ha 
executed -'no' 'Covenants' 4 , >: I' might' -have' fuffere'd ^thei6'"to*n 
■ceive Erefents to any 1 amount: * the 1 s world ; w6uld''then^htt 
faid, that I carried them out with me in order to evade n 
own^tiov^nants^ and r to 'receive 'Prefentl^ for- me T , unwell’; 
3br ihemfelves. ^I-might 'have 1 granted 'them -the" prpnlfg^ 1 
’TrddeV 1 the 7 ad vantages of which," under my favor J antberedi 
might Kave^been to' any -'amount^ .^Th£ Objection lo*this f al 
w a “bb vio us '7* ’•it 1 Sn o aid have" - been Jfaid ^hati my oViifintefe 
sl'as ^at jf thV^ labtto rxP; '"that they traded under'imy influence;' 1 -^ 
^fiaf ‘the 3 extent-* of thfcir Concerns interfered twith' pdrfonsawl 
had a better right. It was* therefore ridetertnuifd’ thatpthi 
fhould not benefit themfelves a farthing,-: but by* what thj 
"Humid* ttcewfe f rd ni'iDy 'haft#?, ^ ~ V ^ rAU 

vnfe (hare, * as * poyecnor,, jryjbe SaIt f .Socjety ? . and alfo , tl 
Vflanqej*, in^wjuchj it (Was^difpofed of/ were ’ tp/blfckly-")^?" 

.hoth, here., .and abroad before my "return 1 to* England at 

! . i0 V-fuvi? UJUij/qnuij-D 

Bf* this matter has of date been confidered as iomeching cla 

deftin 



ddtmc,,;, Eut I ( thiny^ew prove .to .the ,o| thi? 

« was known <p every body., f , . „ 3 j 4 

*nbnv<x*rit l" \\ r %f! ** Ji > T o/ilvri hide* 
thc n beginmog^of r< tho year 17 6jr,„a General^Court^was- 
called <for,the purpofe of ^rewarding/ my ferwepsj 4 > c B nt Vr 
nuattop pf lu tea years ojCthe Jaghire^ was propofed.^In oppp >T 
ition'to 'this, Come people urged, jthat I wa/ benefiting 
'elf largely abroad A friend bf mine, an honorable member 
?f this -Houfe, ^hereupon read, to the*, Court an ,extra6t t pf a 
(pttcr he 3 had received from me J( upon that fubjefl, Before 
the queftion yeas > ballotted for, he printed this letter lq hand- 
bills", and alfojpubldhcdpt repeatedly’ in all ,tlic News Papers. 
I haye one jof j them, } which was printed at that^tune, nqw ,ltl 
ray hand^andjWith permiflion wiUjread it, •uijbtU t & 

yn hr v n - L -t m j *» u mo m* bo i.j l i*(*i t U 1 1 

r ‘1-Tha.t (us Lordfiup has-been adding ta i his fj fortune 
'S broad ,is| moft ^untrue . his friends defy^the bittcreft.of Jus 
“j [enemies to^ fppport thq charge. A folemn $fTeveratioq , m 
f ‘ ( that 1 refpeft 3 from Lord Clive; j himfelf was, readmit Court, 
$ l by the /friend to whom Lord Clive had addrefied^us .letter* 
u isu\d it is fpow fubirfttted to. print, m order to 0 difcjedit L afier- 
^Itionsowhich 1 are [falfe , or eUe to/emauy in^ public, teftimany 
“ h»s,L B rdfhip,” Jt ,\, , , j|v, i; jj . j, rf 

!J(i ’cil-v \) < d ut t l" 1 jiud sib j-wt* 

Extras vf a Letter from Lord Cuve, -rfitb 

September, 1765, 
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^KcF^^afTT-WIIPndt 1 return ho 'England “with" one f Hupk 
more than what arifcs frord -my ‘Jaghife.^'My 5 profirf^an- 
fing from Salt fliall be divided among thofe friends wfec 
•ruve r end£ngifrrd'--'thcif-nv6 and cohftitutiom" frPattendSj 
me. The congratulatory 1 Ntaafv6& v Th£ll beP fetPoppbTzti 
to my extraordinary expences j and if aught remains, it dial 
: go"tb"P&HAR 6?T<Jme*othe? fJoTpital c? r.n r--* F 
C“' y " ' f ' 1 * */*- ' ’ ^'* l r ** {■_.!> * 

In’ Mn -Bolts’s . book is -a copy of -a Bond, by :.wftich r 
■pttrs-thit I Told -’my Concern in Salt; 1 -for thirty- two •-thou 
id' pounds.: 1 1 dot acknowledge there "is- fuchta'lBwuhibui 
e:furh actually received by We, on that account, 'amounted 
tyXo about, ten <tHoufand eight hundred "pounds'/. ‘The fail 
‘S' this : I could not" think’- of Tufrcfing r the - three' before- 
cririoned gentlemen, ’ Who ha'd aCCompdnied nic to Indxa^K 
turn to ENclaNd "without" realizing fomdthing'on •theTr^e* 
hnt‘^'1 fautfo to my friends" in ! BENbAL/'~*T)ie"Sa!TCon- 
rn was of a very extenfive, tedious natortpand thtPridcouhts 
ight not be made up in fome years. Could I, in honor, 
ive t ofe Gentlemen in a fituation, which made it doubtful 
"S' lhould «*“&* «ny thing, and to what amount ? 
told them I would not: I told them I would get rid of 
Sllt Concern at once, that .they might be fecure of the 
one)- amongft them. I therefore difpofed of my whole 
incerri m Salt, even my fl,are fdr the fecond year, which 
13oJ, f COI ’™«‘« d > for the rum mentioned in the Bond. 

en the mode of a Commiflion of one and one-eighth 
' <■«>/. on the Revenues, was fettled for the Governor, in 
"cry Ot er emolument j I then relinquilhed my lhare 
or t at jear (the fecond year) in which I was to 
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■«£;v^he.CMjrai(&n 1 ,^,dj;paMi i ia.cK ibou:;-,t^tnty,ttipu&nd ; ' 

pounds,of,-,thc,thir£y;iwpAhoufand.,^ zS'^R ;-il,v nrdf orcm “ 

d-ii stars sic 'If Jicocic icbZvii. ed EriS Jlc2.cncrrt gnil “ 
,lTj.nQW s re!najns^§]s;.i'or me to .%ew, ,that jn^pynjinifreft.. 
wjsmottheinojm^of-my.going'tp-India.j;';...^,.,, =i (T v atr. " 

Haiti! (ir'tnroi ingot ir t-c ttratstij oj “ 

I have here an account :; of,-.eyer/.fi:t-pcnce 'I, received, or- - 
(Tilburied, from thy day of my leaving Enoland to the Bay 
of niyiftturnT ,iIt:iS taken -from ;tny. books, whichuwereTkept 
ill jhettimeiI.!>as";i'n;;.lKD[A ,by . Mr. yVip.£lst, ; who q.will i 
readily, '.atfilbtheir. accuracy. :.I : on)it;.’thecfirft part: off this."! 
iccount,a:becaufe.iit .was tranfmitted to the- Court iof :Direc- - : 
torsi anil; (lands isvspon .record in'. the istna House. io-Xhetfsthtto 
partjI.wilbread.j.tjTheiBoufe will 'obferyey that jn this, account.- 
there, ar.e, ..the. namesjofqothers whom.il • rewarded, .befidesr-the., 

Gentlemen ,ljhayc;mcn.tioned.,^One J .was,.an,oId./eWar)C ! whp. 
'Untjqut2withpme.t,and_!the; others, -.were ypungn.Gentleiperv., 



Amount wii fobftqucnl to. the mfeopop of) . _ 

the Account before mentioned, tranicutted , 

' to the Court of Pirt&ora, wV- < . pnSnr T.sil} r.w h-.-rbfcn Invent, 

•• . . ' “ '■ iwji’lEn.turyfrfi '£So j liven? tx fflt'io q/; 

Account Salaries — — JS>o‘J »/fJ oj 

- Charges General _ I MS g 

l - * Wearing Apparel^, ^ , ^ ■ — * " I0 3 2 % 9 l 

AiSiunt of ExpericeVpaidirrEngland — — 

\ Henry Strachey, E% ‘ 
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inferred to him the Amount | f <* 

of Mr. Sykes's Bond — S 7 ' 1 * 5 .aV-* J- : : 

Ljtereli thereon ■ — - 47 1 . . 8 6 \ 


i . . Interefl '• , T 7 . ~ . 5 

The Amount’ of 3 Bill on Attormes in? 
, , England - - , — > “ t t * -S 

1 A Proportion" of the Commmon ‘.on ."the ) 
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Eduund Maskeiyke, Efcp 
rtnsferied to him the Amount 1 
of Mr. Verelft’* Band J 77 ' 4 5 

Interefl. thereon — 471 8 6 \ > .ye-? / 

• — tr*. S*I 8" rilj'il 

The Amount of Mr. Ruf- 
fel’s Bond 


r .w 




~ — : t 05 .S'! 8 j -{.‘z n 

10 .j 3 ' r: ' V\ u c 3; * *’'■*?*' 
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Intereft thereon ” 


1 * 3 > H: 3 .. s ' ' • 

; A Proportion ^of^r^KcUfalPs Bond with }'""* ^ y 
Iflterrir* • . — _ ’• . j 77* 
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Sajipel Isckak, Ef<j; 
transferred to him the Amount J - 
of Mr-Xampbell’s Bend j 77 ' 4 5 ,, 

__ ^ute rtg thereon*’ '“471 '2 - 


JJO 49 15 ' 


Rrc^orrica of CcmmiGcn cn ^Le R c . 
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‘ Mr.psi&rcr. 
transferred to him the Regain- ? 
der of Mr. KeUfalPj Bond \ Z 5 Z - .9 

Intereli thereon — HZ - 
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, Ke£ Knit, Anistin,' Com" 
xiip 
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rC> * V 1 ^ _ f ! l r t n Tn «t 

lhc ^balance againR me, ( upon the whole, is live thouf; 
eight, hundred and fixteen pounds 'Now, Sir, I “have 
objtjflion to having this account lodged among the Records 
this Houle, } that it may Rand in judgment for or, agai 
me,, if future Comnuffioners, either on the part of the Croi 
or the East Ijidia Cour ahv, Ihould ever thinL a rerrofpecu 
into my comluft neccflarj. _ | r 

There is only one circumRance more. with which* I Jh 
trouble the Houfe, and I do allure them, I Ihould be alham 
to touch upon it, as it may carry with it an appearance 
vanity, were not my honor and reputauon fo .much at, flal 
It was in my power to have taken from ^my enemies eve 
lhadow of pretence for arraigning my jronduft, on accoui 
of thefe profits, as they have been called, of my govemmet 
I could have rewarded thole Gentlemen much more liberal! 
Without the,polfibility,of an accufation , ,Eut ,1 ihould, m 
have aftcdjfo much to mj own ratisfaOion >v nor Tbelieye 1 
much to that of the Houfe, if I had neglefled the qppoi 
tumty that,, offered, of doing fomething elTentiallyientficul„t 
tn^iiAST India Company’s fervice 

,f v j ^ 1 J “vt n u ,2 f J 

jT.iic old Nabob Meer Jaf«er, if J cvpr^JMuffulmai 
had a fnendlhip for a Chnffian, Rad a fr,e„dlh,p/or m< 
TV ten thepiews of my appointmentto the Govcrnipentmachci 
Eeeicae, ,he immediately quitted Muxauavad, came^dow. 

,m P atl ' nt ty watted my .arrival for fix, weeks 

before’ h TT't “ ' m “ Plt31, and d,cd Tm W three day: 
before his death, imhe prefrnee of his wife, and in th< 

^ prefen c< 


c 3 


UJ~Illlll Hi U iC£at*j HWIU ii»v- *»»- .-.-J-.-- 

t obfefve 1 thbb ! th f e ^'Nabob's ^dcr-tii 1 happened - wbiIfE :L ^'w.ls' : 

jj^oyage.^and^rome'molftfe 'before] my'arfii'liFiii- : B?fi ! - 
.. The principal and interelb amounted’’ to J n4af'ftvdfitf lnt 


ifand pounds- -A very rcfpeftable Gentleman and great 
rycr,’ w'fib 1 Is now’ the ’’Speaker' Gf ' this“h’ondnrSbIfi rfoifte, 
t’fhfs , 6piman , 'frfhfavo'r of my’Ytgh't 'to 'this^fe’gacj^'m^irSti 0 ^ o 
Hgeft 1 tenffsY 1 another’’ gfeaY* ‘ E’awiyer, “a el Mcmb5c ,; o'r'tIlis 03 
life? has “often £ 3eftared ,| fo]me ln'_pnvatty’ ! his’' , o'pimbn'lof“' r 
’right;" Slid' th'e’CMfrc of Directors have' ’tfemfeVves’ con'- 
ierfkh’at I ’nghr,’ jL ’Au , tliehliofatte Nations 0 * of J ’th’is’ J1 lt'gacy’"'a’ri’ n *' 
iS.'rOT^mVKDtfHous^ 3 M'ffvifoli 
led ^“'thou'&ntf btili'di 5 irSort' w wWf $&? 1 

!fdffi“?fie Nabob to’ 1 6elfew; r is' ,r eftabliniea' i ffifia‘ ) ^ififiVjf‘ ,r 
ndp ln'^’fd^pdft^ o’PGflibers and’ Soldiers “tvh'S 1 ir{l Jf ’ d 

ii® c in i 'dny'‘ J f"arS of S I?/di\, t and' l ‘aT(& 1 in'-fu^ott , %f rj Wfef ,nT 
Holv!?b-'Ndt(titig )l }3f ! SfSntfng' r but' l dtldh^’ > ail “iElfabi&feneltt! 111 
this, to make the East KBia CosipANy':Prvl(ltfa$ gjfncS 1 * 1 
: be f l -r, S » c f ice in % world ' Before period, an Indi- 
nJf n !KM4edyOtec2f and 'Soldier Wirt jit-c’-fS I&feA/’bTt 
fSuriiffii : 'tb'' : hif n’dtive •’Cofintly, •Tie 1 “retl3i^'llf=iS He^ id 
gji Offirere^lfre'lintifleia 

iS"Soldtffip arf'iipbB''lKe'VimTe i: TOotlhga!fs0rtK5fe s llt CkVl’i& 
ia^homIIal^ ifeai-tUe ;(Wifeijsv’oftitaVHtoffica*Tau'Js5i,oi • 
'■erf haW‘t , etfli6nsT -both bee .Icliqeo tid ®j bemum ;lii list 

■' h ri hrs s’ 1 ™ *> oSlolnq odi n't ,-ljr.ob MUvftefcd 

«®isrt 
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? Uaiisc encroached fo long upon the patience of 
LHoufej I doubt •whether I may now expect their fafthci 
'diligence, or whether I mult defer what I have to fay i 
*the important bufinels till a future occafion ) d 
\ \ i i ; 1 r r? 

a i i (Housr, Co on, go on) i 

* A ' 3 

But before I proceed, I mult beg leave to deviate a 
into a digreffion, on behalf -of the Company’s fervants n 
neral It is diftated by humanity , by juftice, and bv tru 

Indostan was always an^abfolute defpotic Governi 
The inhabitants, erp-’cially of Bengal, in inferior fta 
are ferule, mean, fubmiflive and humble In fupenortfa 
\ they are luxurious, effeminate, tyrannical, treacherous, l 
cruel The Country j of _3e jg\l is called, by way ol 
tin&ion, the Paradife of the Earth It not only abc 
mvith the ncceffanes of life to fuch a degree, as trf fun 
great “part of India with its fuperflmty, but it abodnd 
i i ery i curious and valuable m an u figures, fufficienti not, 
for its own ufe, but for the ufe of the whole Globe. 
*f Silver of the Weft and the Gold of the Eaft have for 
j years been pouring into that Country, ( and Goods ohly 
0 been lent out in return This has added to the luxury 
extravagance of Bencal n 

i h hj n 

{From time immemorial it has been the cuftom ol 

* uOvwat;, -ft/E wduiwr jirvur to come into fne prt5e 
1/3 luperior without a Prefent Jc begins at the Nabob 

•' 5 o ^ f 

l 3Vjf 
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ids"' at r theToweftx'tnan that ‘has: an inferior: The Nabob 
is?toldrme* thSt ■" the fmatl Prefents he 'received la moulded 
r three thundredl thoufand pounds'a year ; and I can ' believe 
im*, becaufe T know 'that ’I 1 might have rec&ivdd tas'mudh 
unng my laft Government. Tiie Company’s fervants have 
?cr been accuftomed to" receive 1 Prefents! Even before we 
wk part in the Country troubles, when our pofieffions were 
cry confined and, It mi ted, the Governor and bfchers (ifed to 
eceive* f Prefents *, v and I will take upon 1 me to ‘ ftfiert, 1 that 
here 1 has not been an Officer commanding his MajeftyV Fleet, 
tor an Officer commanding his Majefly’s Army ; not a Go- * 
f ernor, ^not a Member * of Council, not any other Pcrfon, 
:ml lor military, in fuch a ftationfas to. have connexion with 
he Country 1 Government, twhtf has riot received Prefents. 
With ? regard to Bengal 1 , there they flow in abundance indeed. 
Let< the Houfe « figure to itfelf a Country ''confiding of I fifteen 
millions of inhabitants, a Revenue -of four millions r Sterling, 
and a. Trade in^ proportion. By prdgrefiive fteps the (Com- 
panyihave become So\ ereigns of that Empire.’ -.'Can'’ it i; be 
fuppofed: that their fervants will refrain from fad vantages To 
obviouflyi J retaking ‘from their ‘ fituation ? .. The' Company’s 
fervants ? 'Itowevfer,’ have riot ‘bedn the authbrsd of l 'thof<ri rifts 
of vjolenceu and’’ Opprefiion,-pf Which it r ‘ is '-the^fdfhiOnXto 
accufe'themb < SuchWrimes are 1 committed' by"' the"’ natives 1 of 
the Country, afting as their Agents^ and for the~cmo(t' part 
without their knowledge. Thole Agents, and the Banyans, never 
, l according to ’the Ininifterlal u phrafe, UHeyh have 

dragged their >Mafters Mnto the-kennrel rand' theh the Jafts of 
violence /ibegm.' * The pafiibn foe GSin is as Iftrong* as the paf- 
on q Love. I will fuppofe, that two intimate friends have 
^ 2 lived 
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mt!s lo "S fo S" hcr - tint one of theta j has mimed a beabtif 
woman, that the fnend ft, 11 continues to hve m the Heel 
Jljw ,*£“ «“ bcamifuI uom3n - forgetting her duty to fa 
' ,0 T d L ,1 fcm P ts “ the fnend, who, though ,nll 

9 pi 0 t 0 V“‘ > 0uth > from n 'high 1 principle of hm 
. ’7? e temptation, and even rebuke the Ifdy S, 
>f he ft, 11 continues to hee.under the fame roof, 'and Hi 
ft. I ( continues to throw Out her- 1 allurements, he 'muft t 

fftle r “ 7 Hy N ° W thc Ban f 3n ' 1S tht f a, r M 

to the Company s fen ant He lays h,s bags of ftlver belt , l 

? old , “™«™. Jewels the next 'diy.'W 
hefe ftil, he then tempts him ,n the way of Ks proftj 

tad^eao ' nf H# Goods may fa 

fhft kanner ""I foM - t0 ^ adva "“E' op the Country 

Rhi no’ 5 md °"' ,h ' C °”P^' " 

felood c“„n“t 1 HC Cann ° £ in *”* flclh’ an 

tv fe Ibfth ed' 1 "' USf0 ” “<»»* confider AcZ 
The advents T °Z ^ ““ M goes to uSu 
5 rTk 1 " S 7 tH ' C °"^V«v.clare Hoi 
■ To B ge h«’fo" ’ "i" 15 objedb of every .ma, 
vifoally atth! Tr \ wnKr '° &"ovi, Jvhich l 
{.relent to him how eer£n" h^f ' rf 1 " 3 fa “W 
my Lbrd fuch a one, and mv T a f0rcune ’ thal 

much mpney m f uc h a time y ° ne ’ ac # refd fc 

f-h a one, fo rnheh in Z ™l^*LT£- a ^ 
ciples corrupted at their cm,£f,„ Thus K 4he,r T n " 
nerally go a good many 1, either "L”^ ® ^ 

expectations to futh <a degree ’ rh / 5IK an0,I,ers 

o-A in ir , 0,,1 r„ B f ’ “ ths C0l 'rft<>f tteryoyage, 
Vl. b ” 31 r, 1, ; , |ut 


fer 
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ttjhty fix, upon a n penod for thqr rctomrbefore their 


■iva!{ a 


ii-i 


La ja now' take a view of one, of thefe writers arr)yed 
Bzsgal^ ,4nd not worth a f groat As foon ns, he lands, a 
anjan,! worth perhaps' one hundred thoufand pounds, defines 
: iru) have the honor of fcrving this >oung •gentleman, at 
lur * fttiUmgs and fix pence pc' month | Th/ Company has_ 
rovided chambers for him, but^theyare not good enough, — 
le Banyan finds better The young man takes walk about 
ic town, he obfertes that other^writers, armed only a year 
Tore him, live m fpfendid apartments or have houfes of 
heir own, ride upon fine prancing , Arabian^ Horfes, and m 
^lanqucens s tmd Chatfes , that^they beep Seraglios, make 
-mertainmentSj and ^treat with Champaigne and Claret; f V\ hen 
le jetumi,' he tells the Banyan what he has ( obferved The 

Banyan allures hint fie may foon arrive at the fame igood 
*Jt\> i tyi 1 r . , , , i 

:ortune ,^he furmlWes him with money, he f is ^ then , At his 

mercy ^ The advantages of the Banyan advance with the 
rank of his matter, who in acquiring one^ fortune, generally 
Spends^ three^ But this is not the word: of it^ jhe is ;m a 
^ e P eft ^ encc under the Banyan, 1 \yho commits |uch 
a i of nX l ^ c n hd oppreffion, as has antereft, prompts him 
to, {Under the pretended r fenftion and authority of the Com- 
pany’^-fervant Hence,' £ir, snfes the clamor ^ -ngawift the 
Tngxish Gentlemen in India ^But look at them in ra retired 
fixation, ^hen retnrned f to, England , h \\heh 3 they^ are { po 
longer Nabobs and Sovereigns , of nthc Eaft- Tee lf-thertr be 
any thing tyrannical ;H\ thetr difpofitron .towards their janfe* 
nors. fee if they are not good and humane matters* Are 

they 
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Y=n> femotpi vfcomif jt * 

’Xg. 

»SSs6WBIff l«Afe„*«Trfnot hofpitabTe '?'' r If' they are 5 tS 

3 ® r V s “'“®;i! >le - ; m 'ni^.^;^^/aDa if m i\h; 

• 1 Mjj man, 'their crodigf »"*&$< 
v i "! n, ' t !r t >' there, has not yet'. 1 been one charad! 
‘hem Efficiently" '&'! 

v# b f t ri, 1 ?'»', in the Hayroark^'imj/ w te eo 
* ; 1 i ude ’; : .‘ 1 ?» /; *7, have erred, “it >'has '.fci'in" liecaufe'-’tlil 

"woul "i-?’ ulf“ u “j° ns , 'fu6jc^' : td;;i;tlle;or -^nb’ cd| 

i’ erv ? n “' .'°.f 7 h ' Company’ are’’ to Be IdaHed’wif 
t e dement ? f _every.m,sft t .unri„^I»o. A :. let -in HWi hi 

'1 ^.^.^•“■^.WhS-ColJr, of .DirW’fiWl 
winch ,1,' T • “ thcmrdv,cs the '' mefit of- thofe advantage 
= Z &,<*"> W ?« at prerent in p°o< 

t ihf i'- ! of the ■ N«T* a8a«ArS,yr.|SW L 

’*ir »v"i r .. ’ . «/wn vim 

ever camctefo^’h” Houfe .!*' it 

produce m ,t, . ' Inwa pKrehi r -H''dear 

ind\hrM 'mi(|L; U q - ,C |-“ nd - “ of between two 

be loft, what can ^e/mf'erf'-thit: objcfflliouij 

jW I .tremble, when , T^'ink 'of 
-C rom , the .ambitious deiiint ' of the'io '^’K' Wi”’ 
ifojpended for a time V£; P '^ ^ nwyjwye 

time their new. upon 'I.vdiX, but 'J am‘TuVc 
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the) lave pot giwn them up It is ftrongly reported they 
Imc at this moment ten thou find ‘men at tfie r Iflands, t *iftd 
a great dumber 1 of Tnnfports th^fc men are nbf ‘V return 
to I pamjW* and >et the iflands cannot maintain thcm^'bjk 
at Madacvscu* they" 1 may polkfs thtmfeltfes of “a Country 
capable ot Supporting 'uvy'numbV This they certainly^vvdl 
do, jind th-ir forces mftead of decreafmg ^ wjl 1 r mcreafe ^ loy 
additional battalons^ pojrtl ©ut from Fra/jce, un*il they 
are ready to, carry ? into execution their favourite defign' The 
noble Lord at the Head of the Treafury will do me the 
julhcc to fa) that X laid before him a paper, drawn up 
fifween months ago, in which I (Hted almoft every thi|tthat 
fince happened, relating to^the views of France upon 
die East Kdiesj Jt was ,indeed j impoffible for me to be 
deceived knowing the preparations that had been made ^ ^ ^ 

I i r ^ * t ' \ ( 

iif ever Trance ftiould lay hold of our pofleflions, fhc 
will foon add to them *»11 the tell of the Fast Indies Tlie 
mother Fi/ROrEAV./lN'Uions there will immediately Vail before 
her, ^ not even _,tbe Putcii can (land, the Empire jof tije 
Sea will follow thus will her acquifitions J m the Eaft^'if 
an) can, give her umverfal Monarchy I repeat, and I would 
have what I fay remembered, that the Trench have not given 
up, their defigns upon India. 3 ‘ , . >U 

j i r Jj •> 

f 0 ' 1 i i j , , J( _ ^ 

Bvt danger {abroad being for the prefent fufpended. J kt us 
think of the danger at home ' , > 1 J J m 

{ 1 i r i / n i j7nv , j 

It is certain that our affairs in* B engal -xvE In a very 
deplorable condition, and that the Nation cannot'receive'tK’dir 
1 f .i bxm ^ ur 



four hundred thoufand pounds, and the Proprietors their two 
hundred thoufand pounds increaie of dividend much longer^ 
,if fomething be not done. , 

It is necefiary, fince thefe affairs are brought before Pat 
1 lament, that we (hould endeavour to under (land them There 
3re a few material points, which I will Rate as clearly as 
lean. The Revenues j the Inland Trade* the Charges, Cm 1 
and Military : and the Public Trade, by drhich I mean the 
Trade of the Company. 

<#■ the receipt of the Revenues depend the four hun 
dred thoufand pounds a year to Government, and the twe 
hundred thoufand pounds a year additional dividend to th< 
Proprietors: and upon the Company’s or Public Trade de 
tends the coming home of the Revenues. There are ni 
nines of Gold or Silver in Bengal, therefore the Revenue 
:an be brought hither only through the medium of the Com 
>any’s T rade. 

Upon the Civil and Military Expences depends, whether w< 
hall have any furplus Revenue at all : for if they are fwel 
ed up tqo high you can receive no Revenues. Upon th< 
Inland ^Trade depends in fome degree, the receipt of the Re 
venues. Upon the Inland Trade depend almoft: totally th 
happinefs and profperity of the People. Indeed the true caul* 
of the thftrefs in Bengal, as far as it relates to the Infant 
Trade, is this. The Company’s fervants and their agent 
have taken into their own hands the whole of that, Trade 
which they have carried on in a capacity before unknown 
5 ft 
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| ior they have- traded not only as Merchants, 'but - as Soye- 
!. reigns', and by- gulping at the whole- of. the Inland' Trade, 

. have taken the bread, out of the mouths of thoufands and 
' thoufands of Merchants, who ufed formerly , to carry on that 
Trade, and who are now reduced. to beggary. . 

With, regard, -to. the Public.Trade, it is material to obferve 
« what that has been, 'and .what it how is.. Here is an account, 
of the prime cofts T of the (Company’s Inveftments from Bengal, 
for feven years 'preceding the acquisition. of the Duannee, 
and for' 'feven years -Tubfequent,. together with- the number of i 
Ships employed. 
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By to Paper, it appears that the public Trade has 
i ’:kfed more fthan jtioubie.r Since the Acquisition of the 


l '• 
8 


KJ K. 
c‘ 
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ca 


I now come to a very material Jtoint indeed £ A; State of 
the Revenues! and alfolof? the Civil and MibTary? and all 

( , t \ I 1 J U |%-< * | 

other Expences from the year i% 65 ^to ^i.c^The flrlt year’s 
Recount is J imperfect, becaufe the? Revenues' are Hated from 
the month of April , 1 and * the Duannee \vas-;not v obtained « 
till Auguft. 



unt "of Me REVENUES 



This FAccbrsnt -tniik-'bV -otaft; : becaufe I had: the whole of 
it from^the' India' -Houfe,' except! the. particulars of the lalt. 
year, which; the; CoOrt ' of DireftqrJ are*, not yet;' “ . P offeffiotv 
of. But*ji- cannot iddubti their authenticity, -as ^.received :thcm 

from a Gciiflemah'in’Eauncjl af'IS'EtitiL. !/ . ' 

XjjeI Houfe will ' obferve, that;* the Grpfs yCollettions have 
■not ' decreased confiderably; till the ’year ii 7 70,- 'which was the 
year of the Famine *1 but - that the ; Givi\ .and-Military Expences 
have been gradually >j mcleafmg ^eve’r Vfinee I > left Bengal, 
which] was in the beginning of the year *1767. And here 
lies the •‘danger’. ;'’ ]The‘, evil is not jfo . much dn^the Revenues 
Ming^fhorr, -as '.in 'the %xpences cincreafing. The beft'means 
•of raffing, the Revenues is to reduce die Civil.* and' Military 
Charges'.] ! VWhy -fhould we ftrivej at [im attual . increafe of 
'the Revenues ? .' They ' avail nothing iunlefs Iwe , can'-'invefi: 
them-.j and -to raife' them | beyond a certain poitit is to diftrefs 
'thc k country; jand.to reduce, to, indigence numbers who from 
time immemorial have' derived their '.fubfiflence from them. 

I>!; : - i’ f 

I'- I • *; “ ~ { M ; * 

Wjj-h regard ; to jhe increafe : ofi the. expences, I take the 
’cafe tq.ftanck th!us. ^Before the .-Company became pofiefied oi 
-the DyANNE!:,'-;their -Agents* had btherJ ways jof ; making for- 
tunes. Prefents -were open to them. ]7 They are now at ar 
end. It was expedient for them ;to find fomej other channel 
the channel ofzthejCivil and Military <. Charges. Every nia: 
now who is'-.permitteditoFVnake a bill, makes a fortune. . . 
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[jj|t 4sj-J5ot!tBe Itmple pay f » of Officers ^and 'Men cuporiTth® 
-jyiil i tary ir j and Civil ( Eftablifliment which joccafionsr our oenora 
moiiSjo Expence, - but the 7 contingent*-, iBills -of Contra&drs, 
Cpmnnffaries, Engineers, ,&c. out of -whitb, I ami fpre,*great 
favings ) ;might 1i be_ made.. . Thefe^ .intolerable expences^have 
alarmed the, Dire&ors, arid )t per fuaded^- themj^toncojtfe ’to 1 
Parliament ( for t frffi ftance. And, , if .Igmifhke 3 not,j : theyj will 
foon-go to,"iAdmk.niftracion, and, tell vI them r they v , cannot :-pay 
the four ^hundred thoufand . pounds j I( and n thatlj theyn'piuft. 
lower the Dividend to r the i; Prpprierors. ft 'j-- o,>* I .tv! 

5 ’ o' , •*■*».* { i ’< ' l J ^ ill h 1 - p ^ ‘"""i 1 

( |I J( attribvJ^ the } prefect 0 fituatlon of our Affairs ^to //out 
Caufes: a Relaxation of Government^ in’ ( my jSucceffors; great 
Negteft on the part of Adminiftratton ; notorious Mifcoa- 
duft on ^ the.,-jiart of. the. Directors and v the violent} and 
outrageous Proceedings of General CourtSjh'in which I in- 
clude contefted Elefkions, 

ot p \ io ton n :■»*"> -ill d c po^rrmbtot eVl 

<Mr.nVcRS£ST;l who /bcceeded me 1 / in d the.' Government?' 1 1 
ddu believe- 1 to Aieiaiiman 'of as ' much teal « worth ’and 'honor 
as/ever exifted : rand fo’ far' 'from being 'wanting in^hUmahity, 
as cMr. 3 <BoLTi ufierts,' .1 Lknow that ’he «’had ’ too 1 much? IiWma- 
nity.-n [Humanity? if 4 1 may be allowecPthe^expreffion^ bSsbe&r 
his ruin.-mif 'he had had. lefs, ‘it would have been' feettfe/ for “the 
naft on,' o better? for fbe Company,' better for the! f Nanve^ cn Sn'd 
better *foF himfeIf^-!Ko iMan”came W*tli8 GdVetrirrftn^ $fth 
a fairer Chamber, ?1arid 'notwnhftahding’-Mat lohavd'-fard/' 7 ! 
amoconfciousitnoiman ever leftlt with^fairirr. n He'a£ttfd r uport 
principle* iofi tdifititereftedneW fr6m~bcgifmingUo cnU c ri and’ Kt 

nt*$s u the 
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the Director;,-’ if hhryncari.;: tell : me'Jwhere:] dould 0 havb laid 

mjr!ifingeriupon!a)fittettMan.i.'>;But'‘ : ithe!tfatK'' ! iJ, ^KeT- go v fer H 

’with -" tob' -ldnicnc a n Hand.- a The - too ‘great" teridernefs 1 of ’ itij 1 
dHpofitiori,! I r ftitvt arid bdreadedhp Writhing' rinis'V, , anting''6rv"]iiy^ 
partilto'-iptotppt hiMt'tot'p'urfri ; e'!’vigor6uS ' riicafiircs-i , " , ’Not’i r did^ 

ItConfinriJ myfelf : 16 ! verba] Sdvice'only.'- ‘/-give it in wfitm^ 
]/cfo"re\ , d’ I rerigried' , t1ie' T Government. Ther_k^(e°Vitt l -ferSit I 
! me ato'rcad ^toYth^nfmy fentiments bpotHliatAiic&fiSn. i ' : Thejp' 
are"rionbmed ; ]ri ! niy"Farewtll ! Lett<:V-‘td ,: tbc SeleS 1 Committee,” 
'wherein 'I forewarned thea ! oPam4ft’xvefy''mitfiifiune' that" 1 
has Jince happened. The" whole is too long to trouble the " 
Horife with: '"1 fhall therefore'' riaii ' ^rilyVfiac part of J it "hvhiili 
relates td'the" pr'efent'fubjk£E‘ hm-re re3 it nairmh-!; . kmosO 
-npriliK u-.a. av.-. .•no-r.-diinimV/. ‘io aril no 
i&mgti/hu fi»!> 

'•m l nmr. zdate'd-YiCtb jariiiary, tve^.-nuo 

^ rpi c .. ‘ • ■ .HiiovIH Lo5bin'.o ebrb 

1 f 0 I T 0a ' pi "P° W b f «* Committee of Infpec- 
•* : bo P e : ^ e > duly 'attended: to.'// Itahasnbeen dob 
M-..?.. K e rffiftoouin ihisr.Governmentato mrike):orderri‘-and' 
it /ffg“l«ions,; and;,thence.jto fuppofeitthe bufineCradbne.w'Ta- 
r ? ' ! f' iU ' <l 'P ur P ore ' a re 1 .they,made, if, they :bertnot.-.pfo^ 
a •i'HU‘£ated 10 5n^ t jenfoiiced^,. T No, regulation: canrnbeuldarriedii 
^.jnto oi execution, . no 3 order, obeyed, , if i yod «o! mbfilmake nri- 1 

examples p f. the, dirobedient.'a -Uponltbiji^ointrir-.i 

;,«»• fewSfos °fothe Company/!in.-.-BtKtfitimidTh'e , fer»- 

"6, .now broughtytor ariproper |fenfe t -.of»dK© ' duty., 
a. 1 , a you; Hackcn .theorems’., of rGbvbrnmentsnabhbauwl oo 
-jfeyert. to.thcir.jformerichanncl it aitarcliyionddorruptio 
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5! -again prevail ;, and, elate with 'n^ew.-viaorp, be^too htiti 
“ rflrong . ■ for. any, future .efforts of . Government. . Recall, "ti 
?Vypur. memories the many, attempts, that have been, mi 
in the, Civil and Military. Departments,. to overcome ouryau! 
thority, and to fet up a kind of independency, againft'.thj 
-.Court of,pbe£tors. , Rcfleft alfo .oh thc ,'refolutc. 1 nieafu’re 
“we have pdtfued, and their wholefome ,,dFe<fis./ .Difobc. 
■“ < j ie ? ce “ le S 31 power is the firft Ikp of feditiony and pal- 
“ liative remedies effed no cure.. Every tender, compliance, 
‘.‘.every condefcenfion on. your parts, will only encourage more 
flagrant, attacks;, which -wili daily increafe .in ftrength, and 
“ beat, laft in vain refilled. Much of .our, rime. has /hern 
“employed in eorreffing abufesa -.f he iroporiant work, has 
been .profecuted with zeal,, diligence and- difintereiledncfs, 
•■and "we 'have had thehappinefs to. fee our.- labors. croivnti 
^.-with'fuccefs. - 1 leave the Counter; ih peace;-. I- leave- the 1 
1 Cl "l 'Military Departments . under . difciplinef and JuK: 
...irvi'icL 10 "-' faai,fib *“ U P.°"' Yo “ to'keep.thfm'.-fo'- 

bt ' ft ! d y° n a* de'ficieni iirnrefolntibn: vl" 
.uS 11 fail ito-ekaft the riioibrimplicit j 

<( .obed,ente-vto your- orderv.-. DirmifsM6 r .,f„rpend -from ,-thS ‘ 

u ir',;;" 1 v ’^ 10 dar ' tb ■' thryute. -yburiu! ihsrir/. 

‘-Why 0 / 51 * :' a"‘ irupi ’ n ' Shfch '^are l.-fonfeidul^ou ] 
^ oughtnto.procted; or if.you dd.,„dV.roakei=a. T fdpef ! uTef6fl 

“ mvfHf? ’ W ', ft ‘ .' VhlCh ' you ' ire ."WeflM,-/, I . Ml, ..hold' 1 
“ quences “ qU,UCd ’ “ 1 d6fn °"' P^ft ‘agaiiilt the CoWf- - 
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It is'ttitim, Ait if my fucceffor had followed nty example 
nd' advice, the evil J day would have been kept off fonfc time 
jnger But had he 'kept the lighted: rein, he could not have 
:one much fervice to Ac Company for neither he nor any 
nan could have long guarded agamft the mifchiefs occafioned 
Y the Directors themfdves] when they took a^ay the powers 

if the Seleft Committee * 

* r- 

The Company had acquired an empire more extenfive than 
my Kingdom vn "Euro?v, Pwai.ce and Russia, excepted 
They had acquired a Revenue of four (millions Sterling, and 
i Trade m proportion It was natural to fuppofe that fuch 
in objeft would have mer ted the molt ferious attention of 
1 Admimftration , that m concert with the Court of Diredlors 
Ivy would have confidered the nature of the Company’s 
i Charter , j and liave adopted a Plan adequate to fuch pofleA 
Tons Did they take it into confideration ? No, they did 
cot i They treated it rather as a South Sea Bubble, than as 
. anything foltd and fubftantial they thought of nothing ^but 
the prefent time, regardlefs of the future they laid, letqtis 
get what we can today, let tomorrow take care for itfelf 
5 they thought of nothing but the immediate divifion of the 
' loaves and fifties { nay, i fo anxious v?e re they to hy their 
, hands upon fomc immediate advantage, that they n&uftlly y,ent 
fo fartas to influences parcel of temporary Propnetor$ to 
1 the Dtre&ors into their terms It was their duty, Sir, 
to have caled upon the Dire&oiat for a Plan, and if a Plan, 
I H 
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in cvniiqucncc, hid not been laid before' them, 'it voui 
then, have becom" tJit.tr duty, with the aid and afcftmce t 
Parlntnentj to have formed one thcmfelves If Adminiltuitio: 
had done their dut), wclhotild not now hate hcard'a 5p-cc' 
from the Throne, intimating the neceffitj of parhamenfar 
mterpoITtion, lo five our pofilffions in Isdia from mprnj 
mg rum ' 

f 

The next point is, the mifeordudt on the part of th 
Court of Directors 

After the Court of Dircftors had, in the higheft t-rms 
approved of the conduft of tint Committee, who refloret 
tranquillity to Bevcal , who had rellorcd a Government ol 
anarchy and conlulion to good order, who had made a Peace 
with Su;v Dow LA, by which they obtained upwards of lit 
hundred thoufand pounds for the Company , who had quel- 
led both a Civil and a Military Mutiny, who had reeda- 
bulbed Dilciphne and Subordination in the Army, who had 
ob ained the Duavkee of Benoal, Bahvr, and Orissa, 
>C ’ P ro ^ ucc ^ 10 the Company a nett income of one million 
three hundred thoufand pounds, who had paid off the 
^rcate part of a Bond Debt in Benc-il, amounting; to near 
mne hundred thoufand pounds, who lnd left the Ttetfar) 
m inch a 5 Bowing (late, that they drew few or no bills vipon 
, Companj at home , who laid the foundation; of Invefl 
rants lb 'large as were never before! known or heard of, 
. who I*ad by thefe means enabled the Comjidny 

i ** Government 
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' jTtrnment with 

mi/ h .,+w Stockholders of two 


'SSsVould^ iyffccrn ‘of Government 

iff Butnh^a^ ■ ^ 

Ty diflereVt.pnnciplai" they dr°pprd‘tlic profccutions aginj 
iofe 'Gentlemen" W B*b 6*£,’ whole con'ilnk Alifc' Committee 
,d cenfured, and. fully reprefehted. - Thus they gave * a (lib 
, their, own vitals. .From that infant **|>cy > deftroyed„thcir 
wn ' power abroad,'’ and! erafe'd from 'the' minds 'of tiieir'fer- 
saa mison, every whedefome regulation 'which'th'c'Com'- 
littee. .had. eft ablilhed . : The tfervants abroad yvere, in anxious 
jfpence to .;learn;^yhether they were .puntfltable or .not, for 
ufcondufl.;'. -The.iepitycrv.'eaknefs of the Conrc of Dircc- 
ors’h Amoved, .their^ doubts.” Framthat infant all' Covenants 
«re (1 fprgotten, or. ; only, .looked upon as fo many flicets '.of 
jtankjjMper.'y and frorn.that infant began that ‘relaxation' of 
Metnmtnt fo.-.WcW'now 'complained' ,of> and To' 'rriuen flm 

to be,dreaded.'. “ ' 1 

...t v,... , , . . . r . am m. i ;. n- . 1.ntllnrl . 

l.tU-Sp-hr.i. yt.nt.v ;Cl Vr. b-nu do 

^f^ntiR^ncxt^fap.yyas ^to deftroy the Powers of that C’om- 
.tnittce, whole -.conduct,; they. had with "retjfon’fo! highly J ,'ap- 
proved of.n^They divided.. the Powers •, rhey gaye iialf to the 
Council, -anil left the 'other hadf. rvuh. tire. Committee.^ .The 1 
conieqbcnce was, the Council and Committee becanre.dj ft rattled 
by ••altercations. amladifptites “ for, Power, -and., .have ; ever., linen 
been. acilariance, -.to 'the . greatf-detriment of- the feyvicc. , ,,’l’lin 
Court 'cf Directors, .vas.if this was, not .cnough,. I !rciloi:: , 'i' j t' > ‘ 
JCf; .11 a ' lid’ 
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llje feruce plmoft every iCivil and' Military iTranlgreHbf nba 
had/beem difrffifted t nay f they rewarded dome of I them,' hi 
allowing tnem a continuation of < their rank all theftimethn 
were in England And now, as a condem nation then 
own conduct, and a tacit confeffion of their own weaknefsi 
they yome to Parliament with a Bill of 'Kegulations, In whfett 


1 $ inferred a Cfaufe to put fuch Practices, 1 as muck as poffible? 
out of their Power for the futute 1 0 1 * 


With regard to General Courts, I believe I need no$ 
dwell long on the Confequences of them Their violent Pro | 
ceedmgs have been fubverfive of the Authority of the Court 
of Directors The Agents abroad have known thiS they 
have therefore never fcrupled to fet the orders of the Court 
of Directors at defiance, when it was their intereft to dif 
obe> them, and they have cfcaped pumfhment, by means 
of the over awing intereft of individuals at General Courts 
Thus have General Courts co operated With the Court o* 
Directors in the mifchiefs that have anfen in Bengal, whilft 
annual contefted Elections have, in a manner, deprived the. | 
Directors of the power of eftablithmg any authority over their j 
fervants The firft half of the year is employed m freeing j 
themfelves from the obligations contracted by their laft Elec- 
tion , and the fecond half is wafted 1 incurring new obli- 

gations, and fecurmg their Election for the next year, by 
daily facnfices of fome intereft of the Company The Di 
reCtion, notwithftandtng all theft manoeuvres, has been 
fluChatmg and unfcttlcd, that new and contradictory order* 

2 have 
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re been frequently 'Tent out, and)thejfervdnts (who to fayj 
puthiha\e generallyiunderftood the interfcftiof/ the Coin-* 
if much) better than the Directors) have;m man^ mftance? 
[Owed their owmopimon, »in oppoficion to theirs. /I n j/' 
|f jt t O 1 Slit O "l * I 1 /’W O r Hi 

It is not my i t intention, t at j>{efctit> to troublei the Iloufej 
th the .Remedies,, for^thefejeyils. X rather chufejjtOj ,defer 
tin till the Bill comes into the ITpufe I have now opened 
y Budget it is not a mimftcrial Budget it is an East 
dia Budget, which contains many , precious ^Stones, £)ia- 
ond 5 , Rubies, 2cc of the firft Water and Magnitude t and 
ere^vants only H Xhjlful Jeweller, and able Artid,, to pob/h, 
cm and aicertain their real Value- . , . , , . 


